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With this week’s tremendous diplomatic breakthrough between North and South Korea, the
Korea Peace Network, a grassroots coalition of peace activists, scholars and Korean-
American leaders, sent an Open Letter on March 8 to President Donald Trump urging his
support for peace and diplomacy. The letter was signed by representatives of 58
organizations, and by 143 other Korean-American, peace, faith and academic leaders.

Specifically, the letter asks Trump to again postpone the massive U.S.-South Korea military
exercises as a gesture of good faith, as North Korea has stated it will not conduct any
further nuclear or missile tests while negotiating with South Korea. The military exercises
were scheduled to be held in February, but were postponed until after the Winter Olympics
and Paralympics when Trump agreed to South Korean President Moon Jae-in’s request to do
S0.

Kevin Martin, President of Peace Action and convener of the Korea Peace Network, said,

“The United States has a rare opportunity to help resolve longstanding
tensions on the Korean Peninsula, and this chance must not be missed. Further
postponement or cancellation of the massive war exercises, which North Korea
understandably loathes and fears, makes all the sense in the world at this time
when South and North Korea are negotiating on so many crucial issues.”

Commenting on the letter to Trump, signed by dozens of Korean-American organizations
and individuals, Martin noted,

“It is great to see so many Korean-Americans speaking out for peace and
diplomacy and against war. We need to follow their leadership and amplify
their voices.”

As the Korean War ended with the signing of an armistice agreement rather than a peace
treaty, the two Koreas technically remain in a state of war. Many hope this budding
diplomatic engagement can be the first step to finally signing a peace treaty to formally end
the war.

Simone Chun, who serves on the steering committee of the Alliance of Scholars Concerned
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About Korea, remarked,

“The recent dramatic breakthrough in North-South relations reverses a
dangerous pattern of animosity and aggression that has driven the two Koreas
further apart and brought the peninsula dangerously to the brink of war. We
now have a historic opportunity to begin to put an end to the longest-running
war in modern history.”

Read the Open Letter to President Trump advocating continuing the Olympic Truce and
suspension of US/ROK war exercises below.

President Donald Trump
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

March 8, 2018

Re: Continuing the Peace Momentum in Korea after the Winter Olympics

Dear Mr. President:

As U.S. civil society groups and individuals deeply concerned with the future course of our
policy in Korea, we urge you to support the current momentum for peace and dialogue in
Korea, far beyond the end of the Winter Olympic Truce in late March.

We thank you for your decision to postpone the winter U.S.-South Korea joint military drills
at the request of South Korean President Moon. Such a positive move made it possible for
North Korean athletes to participate in this year’'s Winter Olympics in South Korea.

Moreover, it also paved the way for the recent visit of high-level delegates from North Korea
to South Korea and subsequent talks with President Moon. These encouraging steps, along
with the re-connection of the military hotlines between the South and North, have
contributed greatly to a significant reduction in military tensions on the Korean Peninsula at
this time.

We urge you to maintain this diplomatic progress beyond the end of the Olympic Truce. In
order to continue the current peace momentum and engage in serious talks with North
Korea, we urge you to suspend the pending large-scale U.S.-South Korea joint war drills
(“Key Resolve/Foal Eagle”) indefinitely, or reduce the scale of such drills significantly,
without dispatching aircraft carriers, strategic bombers or any “operation decapitation”
forces which will be perceived by North Korea as a threat to its national security. These joint
war drills are militarily unnecessary, diplomatically counterproductive, and far more likely to
enhance rather than diminish the possibility of an armed clash on the Korean Peninsula.



In fact, past U.S. administrations suspended large-scale joint war drills in 1992, 1994 and
1995 as confidence-building measures. Putting off the military exercises indefinitely will give
more time for North-South diplomacy, with U.S. support, and allow the initiation of U.S.-
North Korea talks, as both the North Korean and South Korean governments now advocate.

We believe the current U.S. campaign of “maximum pressure” against the North is both
provocative and dangerous. The tougher sanctions announced recently — almost amounting
to an economic blockade — could easily escalate military tensions in Northeast Asia again,
and possibly result in a horrific resumption of the Korean War. At a minimum they will
exacerbate the misery of ordinary North Koreans and antagonize Russia and China, whose
cooperation is needed to resolve the current impasse.

We agree with the majority of Americans who, according to recent polls, solidly support
negotiations, not war. We strongly urge you to pursue a “maximum engagement” policy
with North Korea, which is the only way to achieve permanent peace and nuclear
disarmament on the Korean Peninsula.

Respectfully,
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Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson
Secretary of Defense James Mattis

The original source of this article is Peace Action
Copyright © Kevin Martin, Peace Action, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Kevin Martin

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those

| 7


https://www.peaceaction.org/2018/03/08/in-letter-to-trump-over-200-organizations-and-individuals-call-for-maximum-engagement-in-korea/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kevin-martin
https://www.peaceaction.org/2018/03/08/in-letter-to-trump-over-200-organizations-and-individuals-call-for-maximum-engagement-in-korea/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kevin-martin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca

who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 8


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

