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Demand Transparency in Medicare for All

By Margaret Flowers and Kevin Zeese
Global Research, December 27, 2018

Region: USA
Theme: Law and Justice, Police State &

Civil Rights

One of the most important pieces of legislation of our times, one that will impact every
person in  the United States,  is  currently  being drafted in  a  non-transparent  and non-
participatory process by a small group of insiders. Rep. Pramila Jayapal is redrafting HR 676,
the Expanded and Improved Medicare for All Act, which has existed for 15 years and is
based on the Physician’s Working Group Proposal, the work of the single payer movement.

Single  payer  activists  are  calling  on Jayapal  to  share  the content  of  her  draft  so  the
extensive expertise of the single payer movement can advise her. On Monday, December
17,  2018,  the  Health  Over  Profit  for  Everyone  campaign  delivered  a  letter  to
Congresswoman Jayapal requesting her to share a draft text of HR 676 with the single payer
movement for review and input. See, Letter to Congresswoman Jayapal – Release the text of
HR 676.

The letter was developed at an in-depth strategy conference that developed a plan for
success, How We Win National Improved Medicare for All.  The strategy includes, as an
immediate priority, protecting and improving HR 676, which has the support of 123 co-
sponsors in the House of Representatives. The letter to Jayapal points out a red flag, stating:

“Some of your public statements recently have caused concern. In particular,
statements about your desire to align the text with the Senate bill, S 1804,
which is inferior to HR 676. Indeed, the Senate Bill is so deficient that many in
the single payer movement cannot support it unless it is significantly revised.”

Click here to take action.

This comparison between the House Bill and S.1804, whose lead sponsor is Sen. Bernie
Sanders, describes some of the serious deficiencies of that bill. Many single payer advocates
cannot support the Sanders bill because, for example, it leaves out people who require long-
term care, protects the profits of investor-owned providers and has loopholes that allow the
insurance industry to continue to participate, making it, in essence, a multi-payer bill. HOPE
will also focus attention on Sanders and his co-sponsors to push for improvements to that
bill, but the threats to the gold standard bill, HR 676, are more imminent.

Jayapal should follow the lead of Green New Deal legislative advocates. They published a
Google Doc with the draft of the Green New Deal legislation. This approach would allow the
single payer movement to see the draft  and provide Jayapal’s  office with comments on it.
There is a lot of experience and expertise in the single payer movement that should be
involved in order to produce the best bill possible.

The letter points out that the single payer movement wants to be a strong ally to Rep.
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Jayapal and do all it can to help pass HR 676. A transparent and participatory process will
ensure a bill is introduced that the movement can support and can feel confident mobilizing
people to help make national improved Medicare for all a reality. Jayapal should see mass
participation of the movement as a way to strengthen the bill and its chance for passage.

At  the  same time,  there  is  anger  in  the  single  payer  movement  at  Jayapal’s  lack  of
transparency and that a bill that will impact everyone is being drafted by a small group of
insiders. People are ready to protest the lack of transparency and participation but want to
give Jayapal the opportunity to do the right thing before escalating to protest.

Click here to take action.

The strategy report points out that the Democratic Party has undermined the single payer
movement  multiple  times,  pointing  to  the  Clinton  era  when  HillaryCare  created
concentrated private insurance corporations and required people to buy insurance, and
ObamaCare, which required people to buy private insurance as well. Neither administration
would consider single payer Medicare for all, despite majority support.

They also point to Majority Leader Chuck Schumer’s recent refusal to endorse Medicare for
all while listing a host of false policy approaches that will not solve the US healthcare crisis.
And Speaker Pelosi is criticized for sending the single payer movement down the false path
of state legislation when single payer is not possible at the state level. These refusals by
Democratic  leadership to support meaningful reform come when the United States has a
major healthcare crisis — 30,000 people die annually because they do not have insurance,
the life expectancy of people in the US is decreasing and more than 100,000 deaths could
be prevented annually  if  the US had a single payer system like France or  the United
Kingdom. There is too much at stake. People will not let the Democrats send the movement
off course again.

Everyone  should  take  action  because  healthcare  impacts  everyone.  Contact
Congresswoman Jayapal.  HOPE has created a tool for you to use to Call Rep. Jayapal and
urge  her  to  release  the  text.  When  you  contact  her  office,  let  them  know  about  how  the
Green New Deal draft legislation has been made public and demand the same be done for
HR 676.

*

Letter To Congresswoman Jayapal – Release The Text Of HR 676

The Honorable Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal
319 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Ms. Jayapal:

We  Write  To  You  As  Longtime  Advocates  For  National  Improved  Medicare  For  All  As
Embodied In The Current Version Of HR 676. We Have Championed HR 676 For The Past
Fifteen Years, Working With Congressman John Conyers And His Staff.

We  Have  A  Deep  Appreciation  For  Your  Willingness  To  Not  Only  Take  On  The  Lead
Sponsorship Of HR 676 But Also To Create A Medicare For All Caucus. We Believe We Share
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A Common Vision  Of  A  National,  Universal,  Publicly-Funded,  Comprehensive  And High-
Quality Healthcare System In The United States.

We Understand That  You Are Rewriting HR 676 Before You Introduce It  In  2019.  It  Is
Important To Us That HR 676 Not Be Weakened In This Process, But Be Made Stronger. We
Ask That You Release A Draft Of The Text Of The Revised HR 676 So That Longtime Single
Payer Advocates Can Read It And Share Our Views With You Before The Bill Is Introduced.

Transparency Matters Greatly To Us As Does Getting The Policy Right. HR 676 Must Be
Strong From The Outset So That As It Goes Through The Legislative Process, We Can Be
Sure The Final Bill Will Solve The Healthcare Crisis In The United States.

We Know You Have Met With Representatives Of Some Groups. Opening Up The Process Will
Ensure That The Best Information On Expanded And Improved Medicare For All Is Contained
In The Bill. And, It Will Ensure That The Whole Single Payer Movement Is In Support Of The
Bill.

Some Of Your Public Statements Recently Have Caused Concern. In Particular, Statements
About Your Desire To Align The Text With The Senate Bill, S 1804, Which Is Inferior To HR
676. Indeed, The Senate Bill Is So Deficient That Many In The Single Payer Movement Cannot
Support It Unless It Is Significantly Revised. We Want The House Bill To Remain Strong And
Fully Supported By The Entire Single Payer Movement As The Gold Standard That The
Senate Must Measure Up To.

We  Are  Committed  To  Winning  National  Improved  Medicare  For  All  And  Believe  The
Movement Is Capable Of Winning This Issue In The Near Future. It Will Be A Historic Victory
For The United States. We Want To Help You Succeed In Leading This Effort.

We Urge You To Release A Draft Copy Of The New Legislation Before The End Of The Year So
People Can Have Input Before It Is Made Final. We Are Being Asked To Mobilize Support For
The New HR 676, But We Cannot Support A Bill We Have Not Seen.

Please Let Us Know As Soon As Possible If You Are Willing To Release A Draft Copy Of The
New Legislation For Input And When We Can Expect To Receive It.

Kind Regards,

Margaret Flowers, MD, Coordinator, Health Over Profit For Everyone Campaign

Kip Sullivan, Health Care For All Minnesota

Leigh K. Haynes – People’s Health Movement-USA*

Eric Naumburg, M.D., M.P.H., Healthcare Is A Human Right Maryland

Kevin Zeese, Co-Director, Popular Resistance

Kay Tillow, Coordinator, All Unions Committee For Single Payer Health Care–HR 676

Sumitra Joy, National Consumer Voice Leadership Council-Member Elect*

Health Care For All Minnesota
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Bill Moyer, Backbone Campaign

James Squire, MD United For Single Payer

Lee Stanfield, HOPE Steering Committee, Founder Of Single-Payer NOW Tucson*

Jody Coss And Ed Klein, Co-Directors, HOPE In The Midwest

Vanessa Beck, MSW, Coordinating Committee, Black Alliance For Peace*

Anne Scheetz, MD, Physicians For A National Health Program, Illinois Single-Payer Coalition,
Chicago ADAPT, HOPE

Donna M. Ellington, M.Ed., EdS, Social Media Influencer

Ethel Long-Scott, Executive Director, Women’s Economic Agenda Project*

Bruce G Trigg, MD,  Addiction Medicine Consultant

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

This article was originally published on Health Over Profit.

Featured image is from HOP

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Margaret Flowers and Kevin Zeese, Global Research, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Margaret Flowers
and Kevin Zeese

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://healthoverprofit.org/2018/12/26/demand-transparency-in-medicare-for-all/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/margaret-flowers
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kevin-zeese
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/margaret-flowers
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/kevin-zeese
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

