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Dangerous Shift in Sino-US Relations: China Severs
Diplomatic, Military Ties With US Over Taiwan
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China snaps diplomatic, military contacts with US

The US arms package includes Patriot III anti-missile system, E-2T airborne early warning
aircraft upgrade system, Apache helicopters, Javelin missiles, Harpoon submarine-launched
missiles, and some airplane accessory parts….

Beijing – Enraged by the USD 6.5 billion American arms sales package to Taiwan, China
today  cancelled  its  planned  military  and  diplomatic  contacts  with  the  United  States,
accusing the Bush administration of “poisoning” the atmosphere which led to the latest
stand-off.

“The US side’s act has seriously blocked bilateral exchanges and contacts in various fields,
including high-level  visits  between the two armed forces.  The US side should take full
responsibility for the current situation of damaged military-to-military ties,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Qin Gang said in a statement.

Condemning the planned sale of weapons to Taiwan, an island which China claims is a rebel
province, Qin said the American side should take full responsibility for the damage of ties
between the two countries and their respective armed forces.

He said China always valued the relations with the US armed forces, and had made active
efforts to promote the Sino-US military exchanges.

The United States is Taiwan’s most important ally and largest arms supplier. Taiwan, an
island of some 23 million people, relies on sophisticated American weapons to keep pace
with China’s massive arms buildup across the Taiwan Strait.

The US government, in spite of China’s strong objection, on Friday notified the US Congress
about its plan to sell arms to Taiwan, the state-run Xinhua news agency reported.

The US arms package includes Patriot III anti-missile system, E-2T airborne early warning
aircraft upgrade system, Apache helicopters, Javelin missiles, Harpoon submarine-launched
missiles, and some airplane accessory parts, it said.

The original source of this article is Press Trust of India
Copyright © Global Research, Press Trust of India, 2008

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/militarization-and-wmd
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin


| 2

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

