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Covid-19: The Panic Is Worse Than the Pathogen
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The Corona Virus Disease 2019 or “Covid-19" is a coronavirus similar to the virus that

causes pneumonia. Covid-19 is a danger to at-risk groups including the elderly and the
chronically ill.

If you are not elderly and if you are in good health you have virtually no chance of dying
from it.

For the vast majority of the population, Covid-19 is no more dangerous than the common
cold. This is backed up by statistics already being reported across Western publications and
based on information derived from China’s outbreak where the virus first appeared.

Compared to cancer, heart disease, substance abuse, or car accidents - Covid-19 is
relatively harmless. But it has been put in the spotlight by deliberately dishonest, selective
reporting that focuses on generating hysteria by presenting out-of-context information to an
ignorant and easily panicked public.

If there is no global concern or massive mobilization over cancer and heart disease -
conditions that claim far more lives than any virus - why the sudden hysteria and “concern”
Context is King

According to StatNews.com in their article, “Lower death rate estimates for coronavirus
especially for non-elderly, provide glimmer of hope:”

The chance of someone with symptomatic Covid-19 dying varied by age,
confirming other studies. For those aged 15 to 44, the fatality rate was 0.5%,
though it might have been as low as 0.1% or as high as 1.3%. For people 45 to
64, the fatality rate was also 0.5%, with a possible low of 0.2% and a possible
high of 1.1%. For those over 64, it was 2.7%, with a low and high estimate of
1.5% and 4.7%.

The chance of serious illness from coronavirus infection in younger people was
so low, the scientists estimate a fatality rate of zero.

Healthline.com would report in their article, “Here’'s How COVID-19 Compares to Past
Outbreaks,” that the most affected groups are:

...adults over 65 with underlying health conditions; children seem to be spared
and are experiencing milder symptoms (in China, children account for just 2.4
percent of cases)
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If that isn’t convincing enough, simply scrutinize content you're already reading - especially
regarding Covid-19 deaths - and see how old and in what health those are in reportedly
dying from Covid-19. Many paragraphs down - far from the hysteria-generating headlines -
you will find that those dying are already chronically ill, advanced in age, and/or already at
risk whether it was Covid-19 or the common cold.

When deaths are reported without context they easily create panic.

When the number of Covid-19 deaths are put into perspective in relation to past outbreaks -
or even side-by-side with the annual common flu virus- we see just how unwarranted the
current wave of hysteria is and how overreactions from governments are aimed more at
saving face and assuaging public panic than preserving public health.

In Thailand where up to four deaths have been reported at the time of writing this article -
the first case involved a man who already had Dengue fever - a serious, life-threatening
tropical illness spread by mosquitoes.

The other 3 cases involved a 70 year old with pre-existing tuberculosis, a 79 year old with
multiple pre-existing chronic illnesses, and a 45 year old suffering from obesity and chronic
diabetes.

All four individuals would be considered “at-risk” and should have been isolated from those
potentially carrying not only Covid-19 - but any communicable disease at all including the
common cold or flu.

Do these deaths warrant paralyzing an entire nation of 70 million people? Or closing entire
businesses and costing billions in commerce? The damage measures made in reaction to
hysteria will cause more damage to many more people and for a much longer duration than
Covid-19 ever could on its own.

Common Sense Measures

Measures should be put into place and resources invested into educating the public on how
to isolate and protect at-risk individuals - efforts should be made to help those at risk isolate
themselves and provisions - including investments in critical care equipment such as
ventilators - made to handle the influx of at-risk patients who end up with Covid-19
regardless.

What should not be done - is the spread of panic, hysteria, and the imposition of draconian
measures simply to assuage panic and hysteria - measures that will also gut the economy,
impact millions of workers, and disrupt the lives of millions more who depend on the day-to-
day functioning of society and who face little or no health risk upon contracting the virus.

These measures - ironically - are in turn fueling additional panic including hording and
social tensions that are only compounding the damage “Covid-19 hysteria” is already having
on society.

Who is Fueling Hysteria and Why?

There is the vastly corrupt mass media who depends on public panic and hysteria at times
like this to boost clicks and sell newspapers. They also seek to advance their agenda and
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that of their wealthy sponsors and enhance their grip over the public’'s attention. The media
is determined to spread hysteria to keep people fixated on their reportage, completely
indifferent to the damage they are causing.

There are also political groups - partnered with the media - attempting to leverage and
amplify the appearance of Covid-19 into an unprecedented crisis despite a lack of evidence
to justify doing so. Their interest is not in ensuring the safety of the public or maintaining
oversight of government efforts - but instead leveraging the resulting hysteria to chip away
at ruling governments they seek to destabilize and replace.

Aiding them are US and European-funded fronts posing as “human rights” advocates and
“independent media” outlets. Groups like “Human Rights Watch” have attacked
governments for not taking decisive enough action - then complained when decisive action
was taken as being too draconian and violating “human rights.”

These are interest groups that are never satisfied with the government’s response to
Covid-19 because they are interest groups completely unconcerned with Covid-19 itself and
its impact on public health - and instead - concerned only with how they can generate and
leverage public hysteria to advance their entirely unrelated and self-serving political
agenda. Again, this is done with complete indifference to the damage being done to society
by doing so.

What has resulted is governments around the globe taking measures in reaction to public
panic - not to fight the actual pathogen. While draconian efforts to isolate the entire
population may work in slowing the spread of Covid-19 - is it worth paralyzing entire
economies, costing billions in economic damage, disrupting the lives of hundreds of millions
of people who - if contracting Covid-19 - will have what is essentially a cold for a week?

The answer should be an obvious “no.”
Now and in the Future
The answer also isn’t “doing nothing.”

Again, at-risk groups can and should be protected. State resources should be mobilized to
protect and isolate them from the general population and treat them in the worst case
scenario should they contract the virus anyway. Public information campaigns should be
mounted to encourage basic hygiene especially for those who may come in contact with at-
risk individuals - something that should be done year-round and regardless of whatever
strain of the cold or flu is prevalent at the time.

And just in case a genuinely deadly pathogen appears on the horizon, nations should invest
in economic infrastructure that can thrive regardless - just in case nationwide containment
ever truly is necessary. This includes investing in online commerce, delivery services,
decentralized manufacturing, and localized food, water, and energy security measures - all
measures that would make for a more resilient society regardless of the threats that may or
may not appear in the future.

Panic has proven a greater enemy than the Covid-19 pathogen. That society can be crippled
by politicians, political groups, and a corrupt mass media over what is essentially a slightly
more virulent form of the common cold, says a lot about how the world currently works and
what needs dire attention to fix.



From those driving needless hysteria to those caving into it at the cost of economic stability
and the disruption of millions of ordinary lives - it’s clear that we face a precedent being set
- one that will ensure virtually any excuse in the future can be used to cripple civilization on
a global scale. It seems obvious this cannot be allowed to stand, but what is less clear is
what can be done to ensure it does not.

It can be hoped that governments around the globe pressured by hysteria this time around
will set up measures in the future to avoid caving in again.

For the average individual - knowing that virtually everything you read in the media is likely
promoting an agenda and thus being misrepresented - gives you the ability to look for
context and truth yourself and applying critical thinking skills - reducing your suseptibility to
panic and hysteria - and innoculating us all against the real virus infecting society - a
political and social virus.
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