
| 1

The COVID-19 Chronicles: USA

By Ulson Gunnar
Global Research, May 14, 2020
New Eastern Outlook 13 May 2020

Region: USA
Theme: Media Disinformation, Science and

Medicine

The US is claimed to be hardest hit by COVID-19 with, at the time of writing, over 80,000
deaths attributed to the virus.  The nation is  also suffering from socioeconomic disaster  as
lockdowns have driven millions of Americans into not only unemployment, but predictable
poverty and hunger as a result.

The crisis has been pounced upon by special interests to help propel various sociopolitical
and economic agendas rather than confront and overcome the crisis,  leading many to
suspect the crisis itself has been deliberately overblown.

Health Impact

At face value the US would seem to be hit by an unprecedented health crisis. Hysteria
spread by the mass media focusing on the numbers of infected and dead are provided to a
panicked public without context.

Indeed, over 80,000 people have so far died with infections at nearly 1.5 million (confirmed).

Yet a quick look at basic statistics provided by the US government’s own Center for Disease
Control (CDC) shows that COVID-19’s impact on human health including total deaths has not
even  surpassed  recent  flu  season  burdens.  For  example,  according  to  the  CDC’s  website,
the  2017-2018  flu  season  (running  from  December  2017  to  March  2018)  left  anywhere
between  46,000  to  95,000  dead.

Deaths  attributed  to  COVID-19  have  been  recorded  for  2  full  months  longer  with
questionable methods used to attribute COVID-19 as the cause for death.

The death rate has been reported at anywhere between 1% to as high as 5% to 6%. Missing
from these seemingly concerning numbers is the fact that widespread testing has not been
undertaken. The few instances where it  has been done has shown that the number of
infected is many times higher than official reports. This means that the death rate is much
lower  and  more  comparable  to  the  annual  flu  than  any  sort  of  novel  and  particularly
dangerous  pathogen.

Testing in California and New York have revealed that in these states alone millions are
likely to have been infected by COVID-19 and simply showed little to no symptoms.

A  CBS  article  titled,  “Study  shows  13.9%  of  people  tested  in  New  York  state  have
coronavirus antibodies, Cuomo says,” admits:

New  York’s  first  survey  of  coronavirus  antibodies  shows  that  13.9%  of  those
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tested in the state had coronavirus antibodies in their system, meaning they
have contracted and recovered from the virus, New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo  said  Thursday.  That  suggests  that  2.7  million  people  have  been
infected statewide.

In other words, there are likely more people infected in New York state alone than infected
nationwide according to “official” reports.

If information regarding how widespread COVID-19 actually is and how dangerous it is or
isn’t, is not accurate, how can the United States formulate appropriate measures to respond
to the outbreak?

Measures

Despite what appears to be similar to a bad cold or flu, the US has ground its society to a
halt with lockdowns and social distancing measures.

“Non-essential” occupations have been encouraged to work from home or to not work at all.
The food and beverage industry for example, the second largest employer in the United
States, has been ground to a halt with employees furloughed for what has now been weeks
or even months. Many of these employees do not expect to return to work until at least
June.

In  Los  Angeles,  county  officials  have  extended  “stay  at  home”  measures  for  another  3
months meaning that people will have been shut in for nearly half a year if and when in late
August people are allowed to return to their normal lives!

Social distancing is being enthusiastically enforced by police around the nation. In New York
City, in order to “protect” people, those not practicing social distancing have been beaten,
tased and even arrested. The physical and legal damage done “saving” the public from
COVID-19 appears to be more extreme than the actual threat of COVID-19 itself.

Since most New Yorkers (and most people around the entirety of the United States) likely
have been infected by the virus anyway, social distancing and lockdowns are more of a
psychological  exercise than one of  isolating the pathogen and stopping its  spread,  an
exercise aimed at addressing public panic,  but public panic deliberately fuelled by the
media and the government.

Socioeconomic Impact

For the United States, a nation’s whose economy was already in steep decline and losing
ground to emerging economies around the globe, most notably China, these lockdowns
amount to a self-inflicted mortal wound no conceivable plan of action can reverse.

Had COVID-19 been the deadly pathogen many may believe it is owed to mass media
misinformation, the United States stood ill-prepared for it. This was not merely the doing of
the  current  US  administration,  but  a  problem known for  well  over  a  decade  with  US
presidents from George Bush Jr. to Barack Obama to current US President Donald Trump
taking turns ignoring it.

The New York Times reported that things like ventilator shortages were known for at least
13 years and instead of rectifying the problem, large biomedical corporations were allowed
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by  the  US  government  to  buy  out  small  contractors  tasked  with  fixing  the  shortage  and
ending programs to develop cheap ventilators in order to maintain artificial scarcity and the
high prices (and profits) associated with it.

While COVID-19 appears to be far less dangerous than claimed by the mass media, the
impact of measures taken by the US government and local state governments has created
what is a disaster now being compared to the Great Depression.

Rather than rectifying it by simply rolling back lockdowns and social distancing measures, or
even  finding  ways  to  aid  the  millions  left  unemployed,  special  interests  are  taking  turns
exploiting the crisis by blaming political opponents or even international competitors (like
China).  They  are  also  looking  for  ways  to  cash  in,  with  America’s  deeply  corrupt
pharmaceutical  industry being the most prominent example already teeing up massive
profiteering by offering “vaccines” to solve COVID-19 fears.

The US, rather than uniting and overcoming whatever COVID-19 actually is, be it a pathogen
or  an unprecedented wave of  widespread panic,  has instead allowed itself  to  become
divided and distracted, as well as exposed to the very worst sort of socioeconomic predators
lurking amid America’s economic and political landscape.

It  is  difficult  to  predict  what  will  happen  in  the  weeks,  months  and  even  years  to  come
regarding the state of America socioeconomically considering just how widespread and deep
the damage being done now is. A nation as large as the United States plunging so quickly
has never  historically  boded well  for  that  nation nor  the world it  finds itself  free falling in.
The US already faced many challenges regarding its decline both at home economically and
abroad geopolitically.

COVID-19  has  simply  exposed  and  accelerated  the  process,  compounding  an  already
uncertain future with a new degree of damage, danger and desperation.

*
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