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COVID-19 Might Cause Mass Starvation in the Global
South Unless the World Acts Now

By Andrew Korybko
Global Research, May 08, 2020

Theme: Poverty & Social Inequality

Provided that developing nations are assured of debt relief (however it be agreed upon) and
the world’s leading agricultural exporters can ensure the continuance of their operations
(preferably subsidized by the state as emergency aid to the Global South), then it’s possible
that this looming catastrophe can be averted. If that doesn’t happen for some reason, then
not only could countless people perish, but the geopolitical stability of this broad swath of
the planet could be shattered if domestic and/or international unrest follows as a result.

The developing countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America, collectively known as the Global
South, are at risk of mass starvation caused by COVID-19 unless the world acts as soon as
possible to prevent this looming catastrophe. Reuters recently reported about this worst-
case scenario in two articles over the past two weeks titled “How Africa risks reeling from a
health crisis to a food crisis” and “Latin America to see sharp increase in hunger, poverty:
FAO“.

The main point is that the global food supply chain has been disrupted as a result of the
world’s COVID-19 containment measures. Food is still being produced in these countries, but
it’s not getting to consumers because some truck drivers worry about their safety and
therefore don’t go to pick it up. A lot of these same nations are also reliant on food imports,
but many of their partners abroad have restricted exports in order to have enough for their
own people. As such, domestic crops are rotting and the price of imported food has risen.

This pressing problem isn’t just experienced in Africa and Latin America, but also in South
Asia. Narayan Murthy, a top Indian industrialist, recently warned that more people might die
in his country from hunger than from the virus. This dire prediction is certainly possible
considering  that  millions  of  day  laborers  are  now without  the  means  of  providing  for
themselves and their families. This is especially worrisome since the 2018 Global Nutrition
Report said that India has 24% of the world’s malnourished people.

Making matters worse, American meat processing facilities are in crisis because of the
global pandemic, with many of them either reducing their output or shutting down. The
Guardian reported earlier this week that “Millions of farm animals culled as US food supply
chain chokes up“,  which is  extremely disconcerting since it  shows that  adequate food
supplies exist but they can’t get to those around the world who need them because of the
supply chain disruption. The US is a leading exporter of meat, so this could hit the Global
South real hard.

The world therefore needs to act, and now, in order to avert what might otherwise become
an historically unprecedented humanitarian crisis. Emergency measures must immediately
be put into place by all main agricultural exporters in order to ensure that their production

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/poverty-social-inequality
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-food-africa-insigh/how-africa-risks-reeling-from-a-health-crisis-to-a-food-crisis-idUSKCN2260M2
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-food-africa-insigh/how-africa-risks-reeling-from-a-health-crisis-to-a-food-crisis-idUSKCN2260M2
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-fao/latin-america-to-see-sharp-increase-in-hunger-poverty-fao-idUSKCN22A1WV
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-fao/latin-america-to-see-sharp-increase-in-hunger-poverty-fao-idUSKCN22A1WV
https://sputniknews.com/india/202004301079141586-hunger-to-kill-more-people-in-india-than-covid-19-warns-countrys-top-industrialist/
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-houses-24-of-world-s-malnourished-30-of-stunted-children-under-5-118121000073_1.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/29/millions-of-farm-animals-culled-as-us-food-supply-chain-chokes-up-coronavirus
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/29/millions-of-farm-animals-culled-as-us-food-supply-chain-chokes-up-coronavirus


| 2

isn’t impeded by their COVID-19 containment measures. They have a moral responsibility to
continue providing food to those nations that are dependent on them, and governments
should consider subsidizing producers so that they can give food to others for free.

Global  South nations are generally debt-ridden and thus have difficulty making ends meet
even in the best of times, let alone during a global pandemic, hence why Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan appealed to the international community in mid-April to launch a debt
relief initiative. I wrote about that in an earlier op-ed at the time titled “Pakistan’s debt relief
proposal can help developing countries survive COVID-19“. It is now more urgent than ever
that tangible progress is made on implementing this proposal as soon as possible.

Provided that developing nations are assured of debt relief (however it be agreed upon) and
the world’s leading agricultural exporters can ensure the continuance of their operations
(preferably subsidized by the state as emergency aid to the Global South), then it’s possible
that this looming catastrophe can be averted. If that doesn’t happen for some reason, then
not only could countless people perish, but the geopolitical stability of this broad swath of
the planet could be shattered if domestic and/or international unrest follows as a result.

Humanity is facing a challenge unlike any that it’s ever been forced to confront in history.
Never before have so many lives been at risk, which is made all the more tragic since
enough food is being produced to feed them but it just can’t get to those who need it the
most because of the present supply chain disruptions caused by COVID-19. If the world
doesn’t act now, then it’ll forever remain a stain on humanity’s conscience in the event that
the worst-case scenario unfolds.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

This article was originally published on OneWorld.

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based political analyst specializing in the
relationship between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One Belt One Road global
vision of New Silk Road connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent contributor to
Global Research.

Featured image is from OneWorld

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Andrew Korybko, Global Research, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Andrew Korybko

https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-04-14/Pakistan-s-proposal-can-help-developing-countries-survive-COVID-19-PGs3snIeYM/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-04-14/Pakistan-s-proposal-can-help-developing-countries-survive-COVID-19-PGs3snIeYM/index.html
http://oneworld.press/?module=articles&action=view&id=1452
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko


| 3

About the author:

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based
political analyst specializing in the relationship
between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One
Belt One Road global vision of New Silk Road
connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent
contributor to Global Research.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

