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Count-Down to Apocalypse: Are the US and Russia Finally on Course toward World War 111?

By Michael Welch, Pepe Escobar, Glenn Michalchuk, and John Helmer, January 15, 2022

ek

“If any - any - assembled Russian units move across the Ukrainian border, that is an
invasion,...Let there be no doubt at all that, if Putin makes this choice, Russia will pay a
heavy price.” U.S. President Joe Biden, (Jan.20, 2022) [1]
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In recent days, the Western media have been dominated with a frantic tone of headlines
warning that “White House warns Russian invasion of Ukraine may be imminent.”

The plot of this build-up of interest in demonizing the foreign foe-of-the-moment bears a
familiar resemblance to past wars, in particular, the War on Irag. Then, the enemy, the
nefarious Saddam Hussein was stocking “weapons of mass destruction” in spite of thorough
weapons inspectors during the 1990s. As the climax was starting to approach, as 2003 U.S.
National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice even warned of “the smoking gun ending up
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being a mushroom cloud!” [2]

Today, President Biden insisted that if the invasion happens, “Russia will pay a heavy price.”
Of course, the U.S. insists that the mighty payback will take the form of sanctions, and
Ukrainians armed to the teeth with powerful weapons. [3]

The previous week, a massive cyber-attack was launched against Ukraine with the sites of
several government departments wiped out. The country’s Foreign Ministry Spokesperson
Oleg Nikolenko suggested that “hacker groups associated with the Russian secret services”
were responsible.[4]

Similarly, the spokesperson for the White House Jen Psaki suggested that the U.S. had
“already pre-positioned a group of operatives to conduct a false flag operation in
eastern Ukraine” against Russian forces, justifying an invasion.[5]

Russian representatives deny all of these threats of course, and seek a response to their
demands, including NATO rejection of Ukraine membership and not moving any closer to the
border.[6]

How does Ukraine feel about being at the centre of the action? Are they truly eager to
defend their nation against the “21st century’s Hitler” that is Putin? What kind of impact is
the devastated economy and the revitalization of Neo-Nazi forces having on the population
and its prospects, war or no war?

This week on the Global Research News Hour we continue in our examination of the great
confrontation between the two great powers. We also note the irony that the true violation
of the sovereignty of the country of Ukraine at the heart of the NATO countries was the
work, not of Putin, but of the United States itself.

Our first guest, Scott Ritter uses his background as a former US Marine Corps intelligence
officer to point out some of the stakes for all sides in this growing conflict. Then our next
guest Paul Craig Roberts reminds listeners of the U.S. planned coup during the Euromaidan
and the replacement of President Yanukovych. Finally, a Ukrainian resident Dmitriy
Kovalevich spends the remainder of the hour explaining the impact of the 2014 Euromaidan
and the rise of Ultra-nationalists on their lives and on every aspect of society.

Scott Ritter is a U.S. Marine Corps Intelligence officer, former UN Chief Weapons Inspector
from 1991 -1998, and is currently engaged as a commentator and columnist on Huffington
Post, RT OP-ED, consortiumnews and the American Conservative.

Dr. Paul Craig Roberts was Assistant Secretary of the US Treasury in the Reagan
administration, a member of the US Congressional staff, associate editor and columnist for
the Wall Street Journal. He is chairman of the Institute for Political Economy and author or
co-author of ten books and numerous articles in scholarly journals. He was also outspoken
on the situation in Ukraine and was one of the writers profiled in the Stephen Lendman
edited 2014 book entitled Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive for Hegemony Risks
World War lll.

Dmitriy Kovalevich is a Ukrainian-based journalist and Left activist. He the editor of
Liva.com.ua and the go-to person on Facebook for information on Ukraine. He is also a
monthly contributor on Ukraine goings-on at the site NEWCOLDWAR.org. He is based in Kiev.
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(Global Research News Hour Episode 340)
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The Global Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM out of the University of
Winnipeg. The programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca .

Other stations airing the show:
CIXX 106.9 FM, broadcasting from Fanshawe College in London, Ontario. It airs Sundays at 6am.

WZBC 90.3 FM in Newton Massachusetts is Boston College Radio and broadcasts to the greater Boston
area. The Global Research News Hour airs during Truth and Justice Radio which starts Sunday at 6am.

Campus and community radio CFMH 107.3fm in Saint John, N.B. airs the Global Research News Hour
Fridays at 7pm.

CJMP 90.1 FM, Powell River Community Radio, airs the Global Research News Hour every Saturday at
8am.

Caper Radio CJBU 107.3FM in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia airs the Global Research News Hour
starting Wednesday afternoon from 3-4pm.

Cowichan Valley Community Radio CICV 98.7 FM serving the Cowichan Lake area of Vancouver Island,
BC airs the program Thursdays at 9am pacific time.
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