
| 1

Cold War Number One: 70 Years of Daily National
Stupidity; Cold War Number Two: Still in Its Youth,
but Just as Stupid

By William Blum
Global Research, December 06, 2017

Region: Russia and FSU, USA
Theme: History, Media Disinformation,

Militarization and WMD

“He said he absolutely did not meddle in our election. He did not do what they are saying he
did.” – President Trump re Vladimir Putin after their meeting in Vietnam.

Putin later added that he knew “absolutely nothing” about Russian contacts with Trump
campaign officials. “They can do what they want, looking for some sensation. But there are
no sensations.”

Numerous  US  intelligence  agencies  have  said  otherwise.  Former  Director  of  National
Intelligence, James Clapper, responded to Trump’s remarks by declaring:

“The  president  was  given  clear  and  indisputable  evidence  that  Russia
interfered in the election.”

As  we’ll  see  below,  there  isn’t  too  much  of  the  “clear  and  indisputable”  stuff.  And  this  of
course is the same James Clapper who made an admittedly false statement to Congress in
March 2013, when he responded, “No, sir” and “not wittingly” to a question about whether
the  National  Security  Agency  was  collecting  “any  type  of  data  at  all”  on  millions  of
Americans. Lies don’t usually come in any size larger than that.

Virtually every member of Congress who has publicly stated a position on the issue has
criticized Russia for interfering in the 2016 American presidential election. And it would be
very difficult to find a member of the mainstream media which has questioned this thesis.

What is the poor consumer of news to make of these gross contradictions? Here are some
things to keep in mind:

How do we know that the tweets and advertisements “sent by Russians” -– those presented
as attempts to sway the vote -– were actually sent by Russians? The Veteran Intelligence
Professionals for Sanity (VIPS), composed of National Security Agency and CIA veterans,
recently declared that the CIA knows how to disguise the origin of emails and tweets.
The Washington Post has as well reported that Twitter “makes it easy for users to hide their
true identities.” Even if these communications were actually sent from Russia, how do we
know that they came from the Russian government, and not from any of the other 144.3
million residents of Russia?
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Screengrab from The Washington Post 

Even if they were sent by the Russian government, we have to ask: Why would they do
that? Do the Russians think the United States is a Third World, under-developed, backward
Banana Republic  easily  influenced and moved by a bunch of  simple condemnations of  the
plight of blacks in America and the Clinton “dynasty”? Or clichéd statements about other
controversial  issues,  such as gun rights and immigration? If  so,  many Democratic  and
Republican  officials  would  love  to  know the  secret  of  the  Russians’  method.  Consider  also
that Facebook has stated that 90 percent of the alleged-Russian-bought content that ran on
its network did not even mention Trump or Clinton.

On top of all this is the complete absence of even the charge, much less with any supporting
evidence, of Russian interference in the actual voting or counting of votes.

After his remark suggesting he believed Putin’s assertion that there had been no Russian
meddling in the election, Trump – of course, as usual – attempted to backtrack and distant
himself from his words after drawing criticism at home; while James Clapper declared:

“The fact the president of the United States would take Putin at his word over
that of the intelligence community is quite simply unconscionable.”

Given Clapper’s large-size lie referred to above, can Trump be faulted for being skeptical of
the intelligence community’s Holy Writ? Purposeful lies of the intelligence community during
the first Cold War were legendary, many hailed as brilliant tactics when later revealed. The
CIA, for example, had phony articles and editorials planted in foreign newspapers (real Fake
News), made sex films of target subjects caught in flagrante delicto who had been lured to
Agency  safe  houses  by  female  agents,  had  Communist  embassy  personnel  expelled
because of phony CIA documents, and much more.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/wapo-twitter.png
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2017/10/09/russian-operatives-used-twitter-and-facebook-to-target-veterans-and-military-personnel-study-says/?utm_term=.4c67c4b4197b
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The  Post  recently  published  an  article  entitled  “How did  Russian  trolls  get  into  your
Facebook feed? Silicon Valley made it easy.” In the midst of this “exposé,” The Post stated:

“There’s no way to tell if you personally saw a Russian post or tweet.”

So … Do the Cold Warriors have a case to make or do they not? Or do they just want us to
remember that the Russkis are bad? So it goes.

An organization in Czechoslovakia with the self-appointed name of European Values has
produced a lengthy report entitled “The Kremlin’s Platform for ‘Useful Idiots’ in the West: An
Overview of RT’s Editorial Strategy and Evidence of Impact”. It includes a long list of people
who have appeared on the Russian-owned TV station RT (formerly Russia Today), which can
be seen in the US, the UK and other countries. Those who’ve been guests on RT are the
“idiots” useful to Moscow. (The list is not complete. I’ve been on RT about five times, but I’m
not listed. Where is my Idiot Badge?)

RT’s YouTube channel has more than two million followers and claims to be the “most-
watched news network” on the video site. Its Facebook page has more than 4 million likes
and followers. Can this explain why the powers-that-be forget about a thing called freedom-
of-speech and treat the station like an enemy? The US government recently forced RT
America  to  register  as  a  foreign  agent  and  has  cut  off  the  station’s  Congressional  press
credentials.

The Cold War strategist, George Kennan, wrote prophetically:

“Were the Soviet Union to sink tomorrow under the waters of the ocean, the
American military-industrial establishment would have to go on, substantially
unchanged, until some other adversary could be invented. Anything else would
be an unacceptable shock to the American economy.”

Writer  John Wight  has described the new Cold War as  being “in  response to  Russia’s
recovery from the demise of the Soviet Union and the failed attempt to turn the country into
a wholly owned subsidiary of Washington via the imposition of free market economic shock
treatment thereafter.”

So let’s see what other brilliance the New Cold War brings us. … Ah yes, another headline in
the Post (November 18,  2017):  “British alarm rising over possible Russian meddling in
Brexit”. Of course, why else would the British people have voted to leave the European
Union? But wait a moment, again, one of the British researchers behind the report “said that
the accounts they analyzed – which claimed Russian as their language when they were set
up but tweeted in English – posted a mixture of pro-‘leave’ and pro-‘remain’ messages
regarding Brexit. Commentators have said that the goal may simply have been to sow
discord and division in society.”

Was there ever a time when the Post  would have been embarrassed to be so openly,
amateurishly biased about Russia? Perhaps during the few years between the two Cold
Wars.

In case you don’t remember how stupid Cold War Number One was …

http://www.europeanvalues.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Overview-of-RTs-Editorial-Strategy-and-Evidence-of-Impact-1.pdf
http://www.europeanvalues.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Overview-of-RTs-Editorial-Strategy-and-Evidence-of-Impact-1.pdf
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1948:  The  Pittsburgh  Press  published  the  names,  addresses,  and  places  of
employment of  about 1,000 citizens who had signed presidential-nominating
petitions for former Vice President Henry Wallace, running under the Progressive
Party.  This,  and a  number  of  other  lists  of  “communists”,  published in  the
mainstream media,  resulted in people losing their  jobs,  being expelled from
unions,  having  their  children  abused,  being  denied  state  welfare  benefits,  and
suffering various other punishments.
Around  1950:  The  House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities  published  a
pamphlet, “100 Things You Should Know About Communism in the U.S.A.” This
included information about what a communist takeover of the United States
would mean:Q: What would happen to my insurance?

A: It would go to the Communists.

Q: Would communism give me something better than I have now?

A: Not unless you are in a penitentiary serving a life sentence at hard labor.

1950s: Mrs.  Ada White,  member of  the Indiana State Textbook Commission,
believed that Robin Hood was a Communist and urged that books that told the
Robin Hood story be banned from Indiana schools.
As evidence that anti-communist mania was not limited to the lunatic fringe or
conservative  newspaper  publishers,  here  is  Clark  Kerr,  president  of  the
University of California at Berkeley in a 1959 speech: “Perhaps 2 or even 20
million people have been killed in China by the new [communist] regime.” One
person wrote to Kerr:  “I  am wondering how you would judge a person who
estimates the age of a passerby on the street as being ‘perhaps 2 or even 20
years old.’ Or what would you think of a physician who tells you to take ‘perhaps
2 or even twenty teaspoonsful of a remedy’?”
Throughout  the  cold  war,  traffic  in  phony  Lenin  quotes  was  brisk,  each  one
passed around from one publication or speaker to another for years. Here’s U.S.
News and World Report in 1958 demonstrating communist duplicity by quoting
Lenin: “Promises are like pie crusts, made to be broken.” Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles used it in a speech shortly afterward, one of many to do so during
the cold war. Lenin actually did use a very similar line, but he explicitly stated
that he was quoting an English proverb (it comes from Jonathan Swift) and his
purpose  was  to  show  the  unrel iabi l ity  of  the  bourgeoisie,  not  of
communists.“First we will take Eastern Europe, then the masses of Asia, then we
will encircle the United States, which will be the last bastion of capitalism. We
will not have to attack. It will fall like an overripe fruit into our hands.” This Lenin
“quotation” had the usual wide circulation, even winding up in the Congressional
Record in 1962. This was not simply a careless attribution; this was an out-and-
out fabrication; an extensive search, including by the Library of Congress and
the United States Information Agency failed to find its origin.
A favorite theme of the anti-communists was that a principal force behind drug
trafficking was a communist plot to demoralize the United States. Here’s a small
sample:Don Keller, District Attorney for San Diego County, California in 1953:
“We know that more heroin is being produced south of the border than ever
before  and  we  are  beginning  to  hear  stories  of  financial  backing  by  big  shot
Communists  operating  out  of  Mexico  City.”
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Henry  Giordano,  Commissioner  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Narcotics,  1964,
interviewed in the American Legion Magazine: Interviewer: “I’ve been told that
the  communists  are  trying  to  flood  our  country  with  narcotics  to  weaken  our
moral  and  physical  stamina.  Is  that  true?”

Giordano: “As far as the drugs are concerned, it’s true. There’s a terrific flow of
drugs coming out of Yunnan Province of China. … There’s no question that in
that particular area this is the aim of the Red Chinese. It should be apparent that
if you could addict a population you would degrade a nation’s moral fiber.”

Fulton  Lewis,  Jr.,  prominent  conservative  radio  broadcaster  and  newspaper
columnist, 1965: “Narcotics of Cuban origin – marijuana, cocaine, opium, and
heroin – are now peddled in big cities and tiny hamlets throughout this country.
Several  Cubans  arrested  by  the  Los  Angeles  police  have  boasted  they  are
communists.”

We  were  also  told  that  along  with  drugs  another  tool  of  the  commies  to
undermine America’s spirit was fluoridation of the water.

Mickey Spillane was one of the most successful writers of the 1950s, selling
millions of his anti-communist thriller mysteries. Here is his hero, Mike Hammer,
in “One Lonely Night”, boasting of his delight in the grisly murders he commits,
all in the name of destroying a communist plot to steal atomic secrets. After a
night of carnage, the triumphant Hammer gloats, “I shot them in cold blood and
enjoyed every minute of it. I pumped slugs into the nastiest bunch of bastards
you ever saw. … They were Commies. … Pretty soon what’s left of Russia and
the slime that breeds there won’t be worth mentioning and I’m glad because I
had a part in the killing. God, but it was fun!”
1952: A campaign against the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) because it was tainted with “atheism and communism”,
and was “subversive” because it  preached internationalism.  Any attempt to
introduce an international point of view in the schools was seen as undermining
patriotism and loyalty to the United States. A bill in the US Senate, clearly aimed
at UNESCO, called for a ban on the funding of “any international agency that
directly  or  indirectly  promoted  one-world  government  or  world  citizenship.”
There was also opposition to UNESCO’s association with the UN Declaration of
Human Rights on the grounds that it was trying to replace the American Bill of
Rights with a less liberty-giving covenant of human rights.
1955: A US Army 6-page pamphlet, “How to Spot a Communist”, informed us
that a communist could be spotted by his predisposition to discuss civil rights,
racial  and  religious  discrimination,  the  immigration  laws,  anti-subversive
legislation, curbs on unions, and peace. Good Americans were advised to keep
their ears stretched for such give-away terms as “chauvinism”, “book-burning”,
“colonialism”,  “demagogy”,  “witch  hunt”,  “reactionary”,  “progressive”,  and
“exploitation”. Another “distinguishing mark” of “Communist language” was a
“preference for long sentences.” After some ridicule, the Army rescinded the
pamphlet.
1958: The noted sportscaster Bill Stern (one of the heroes of my innocent youth)
observed on the radio that the lack of interest in “big time” football at New York
University,  City  College  of  New York,  Chicago,  and  Harvard  “is  due  to  the
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widespread acceptance of Communism at the universities.”
1960: US General Thomas Power speaking about nuclear war or a first strike by
the US: “The whole idea is to kill the bastards! At the end of the war, if there are
two Americans and one Russian,  we win!” The response from one of  those
present was: “Well, you’d better make sure that they’re a man and a woman.”
1966: The Boys Club of America is of course wholesome and patriotic. Imagine
their horror when they were confused with the Dubois Clubs. (W.E.B. Du Bois had
been  a  very  prominent  civil  rights  activist.)  When  the  Justice  Department
required the DuBois Clubs to register as a Communist front group, good loyal
Americans knew what to do. They called up the Boys Club to announce that they
would no longer contribute any money, or to threaten violence against them;
and sure enough an explosion damaged the national headquarters of the youth
group in San Francisco. Then former Vice President Richard Nixon, who was
national board chairman of the Boys Club, declared: “This is an almost classic
example  of  Communist  deception and duplicity.  The ‘DuBois  Clubs’  are  not
unaware of the confusion they are causing among our supporters and among
many other good citizens.”
1966: “Rhythm, Riots and Revolution:  An Analysis of  the Communist  Use of
Music, The Communist Master Music Plan”, by David A. Noebel, published by
Christian  Crusade  Publications,  (expanded  version  of  1965  pamphlet:
“Communism, Hypnotism and the Beatles”). Some chapters: Communist Use of
Mind Warfare … Nature of  Red Record Companies … Destructive Nature of
Beatle Music … Communist Subversion of Folk Music … Folk Music and the Negro
Revolution … Folk Music and the College Revolution
1968:  William  Calley,  US  Army  Lieutenant,  charged  with  overseeing  the
massacre of more than 100 Vietnamese civilians in My Lai in 1968, said some
years later: “In all my years in the Army I was never taught that communists
were human beings. We were there to kill ideology carried by – I don’t know –
pawns,  blobs,  pieces  of  flesh.  I  was  there  to  destroy  communism.  We  never
conceived  of  old  people,  men,  women,  children,  babies.”
1977: Scientists theorized that the earth’s protective ozone layer was being
damaged by synthetic chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons. The manufacturers
and users of CFCs were not happy. They made life difficult for the lead scientist.
The president of one aerosol manufacturing firm suggested that criticism of CFCs
was “orchestrated by the Ministry of Disinformation of the KGB.”
1978: Life inside a California youth camp of the ultra anti-communist John Birch
Society: Five hours each day of lectures on communism, Americanism and “The
Conspiracy”; campers learned that the Soviet government had created a famine
and spread a virus to kill a large number of citizens and make the rest of them
more  manageable;  the  famine  led  starving  adults  to  eat  their  children;
communist guerrillas in Southeast Asia jammed chopsticks into children’s ears,
piercing  their  eardrums;  American  movies  are  all  under  the  control  of  the
Communists; the theme is always that capitalism is no better than communism;
you  can’t  find  a  dictionary  now  that  isn’t  under  communist  influence;  the
communists  are  also  taking  over  the  Bibles.
The  Reagan  administration  declared  that  the  Russians  were  spraying  toxic
chemicals over Laos, Cambodia and Afghanistan – the so-called “yellow rain” –
and had caused more than ten thousand deaths by 1982 alone, (including, in
Afghanistan,  3,042  deaths  attributed  to  47  separate  incidents  between  the
summer of 1979 and the summer of 1981, so precise was the information).
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Secretary of State Alexander Haig was a prime dispenser of such stories, and
President Reagan himself denounced the Soviet Union thusly more than 15 times
in documents and speeches. The “yellow rain”, it turned out, was pollen-laden
feces dropped by huge swarms of honeybees flying far overhead.
1982: In commenting about sexual harassment in the Army, General John Crosby
stated that  the  Army doesn’t  care  about  soldiers’  social  lives  –  “The basic
purpose of the United States Army is to kill Russians,” he said.
1983:  The US invasion  of  Grenada,  the  home of  the  Cuban ambassador  is
damaged and looted by American soldiers; on one wall is written “AA”, symbol of
the 82nd Airborne Division; beside it the message: “Eat shit, commie faggot.” …
“I want to fuck communism out of this little island,” says a marine, “and fuck it
right back to Moscow.”
1984: During a sound check just before his weekly broadcast, President Reagan
spoke these words into the microphone: “My fellow Americans, I am pleased to
tell you I have signed legislation to outlaw Russia, forever. We begin bombing in
five minutes.” His words were picked up by at least two radio networks.
1985:  October  29  BBC  interview  with  Ronald  Reagan:  asked  about  the
differences  he  saw  between  the  US  and  Russia,  the  president  replied:  “I’m  no
linguist, but I’ve been told that in the Russian language there isn’t even a word
for freedom.” (The word is “svoboda”.)
1986: Soviet artists and cultural officials criticized Rambo-like American films as
an expression of “anti-Russian phobia even more pathological than in the days of
McCarthyism”. Russian film-maker Stanislav Rostofsky claimed that on one visit
to an American school “a young girl trembled with fury when she heard I was
from the Soviet Union, and said she hated Russians.”
1986: Roy Cohn, who achieved considerable fame and notoriety in the 1950s as
an assistant  to the communist-witch-hunting Senator  Joseph McCarthy,  died,
reportedly of AIDS. Cohn, though homosexual, had denied that he was and had
denounced such rumors as communist smears.
1986:  After  American  journalist  Nicholas  Daniloff  was  arrested  in  Moscow  for
“spying” and held in custody for two weeks, New York Mayor Edward Koch sent a
group of 10 visiting Soviet students storming out of City Hall in fury. “The Soviet
government is the pits,” said Koch, visibly shocking the students, ranging in age
from 10 to 18 years. One 14-year-old student was so outraged he declared: “I
don’t want to stay in this house. I want to go to the bus and go far away from
this place. The mayor is very rude. We never had a worse welcome anywhere.”
As matters  turned out,  it  appeared that  Daniloff had not  been completely  pure
when it came to his news gathering.
1989: After the infamous Chinese crackdown on dissenters in Tiananmen Square
in June, the US news media was replete with reports that the governments of
Nicaragua,  Vietnam and  Cuba  had  expressed  their  support  of  the  Chinese
leadership. Said the Wall Street Journal: “Nicaragua, with Cuba and Vietnam,
constituted the only countries in the world to approve the Chinese Communists’
slaughter  of  the  students  in  Tiananmen Square.”  But  it  was  all  someone’s
fabrication;  no  such  support  had  been  expressed  by  any  of  the  three
governments. At that time, as now, there were few, if any, organizations other
than the CIA which could manipulate major Western media in such a manner.

NOTE: It should be remembered that the worst consequences of anti-communism were not
those discussed above. The worst consequences, the ultra-criminal consequences, were the
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abominable death, destruction, and violation of human rights that we know under various
names:  Vietnam,  Chile,  Korea,  Guatemala,  Cambodia,  Indonesia,  Brazil,  Greece,
Afghanistan,  El  Salvador,  and  many  others.

Al Franken

Al  Franken  (Source:  Wikimedia
Commons)

Poor Al, who made us laugh for years on Saturday Night Live, is now disgraced as a woman
molester – not one of the worst of the current pathetic crop, but he still looks bad. However,
everything is relative, and it must be pointed out that the Senator is guilty of a worse moral
transgression.

The erstwhile comedian would like you to believe that he was against the war in Iraq since it
began. But he went to that sad country at least four times to entertain American troops.
Does that make sense? Why does the Defense Department bring entertainers to military
bases? To lift the soldiers’ spirits of course. And why does the military want to lift the
soldiers’ spirits? Because a happier soldier does his job better. And what is the soldier’s job?
For example, all the charming war crimes and human-rights violations in Iraq that have been
documented in great detail for many years. Didn’t Franken know what American soldiers do
for a living?

Country singer Darryl Worley, who leans “a lot to the right,” as he puts it, said he was far
from pleased that Franken was coming along on the tour to Iraq.

“You know, I just don’t understand – why would somebody be on this tour if
they’re not supportive of the war? If he decides to play politics, I’m not gonna
put up with it.”

A  year  after  the  2003 US invasion  of  Iraq,  Franken criticized the  Bush administration
because they “failed to send enough troops to do the job right.” What “job” did the man
think the troops were sent to do that had not been performed to his standards because of
lack of manpower? Did he want them to be more efficient at killing Iraqis who resisted the
occupation? The volunteer American troops in Iraq did not even have the defense of having



| 9

been drafted against their wishes.

Franken has been lifting soldiers’ spirits for a long time. In 2009 he was honored by the
United Service Organization (USO) for his ten years of entertaining troops abroad. That
includes Kosovo in 1999, as imperialist an occupation as you’ll ever want to see. He called
his USO experience “one of the best things I’ve ever done.” Franken has also spoken at
West Point (2005), encouraging the next generation of imperialist warriors. Is this a man to
challenge the militarization of America at home and abroad?

Tom Hayden wrote this about Franken in 2005 when Franken had a regular program on the
Air America radio network: “Is anyone else disappointed with Al Franken’s daily defense of
the continued war in Iraq? Not Bush’s version of the war, because that would undermine Air
America’s laudable purpose of rallying an anti-Bush audience. But, well, Kerry’s version of
the war, one that can be better managed and won, somehow with better body armor and
fewer torture cells.”

While in Iraq to entertain the troops, Franken declared that the Bush administration “blew
the diplomacy so we didn’t have a real coalition,” then failed to send enough troops to do
the job right. “Out of sheer hubris, they have put the lives of these guys in jeopardy.”

Franken was implying that if the United States had been more successful in bribing and
threatening other countries to lend their  name to the coalition fighting the war in Iraq the
United States would have had a better chance of WINNING the war.

Is this the sentiment of someone opposed to the war? Or in support of it? It is actually the
mind of an American liberal in all its depressing mushiness.

To be put on the tombstone of Western civilization

On November 15, 2017, at Christie’s auction house in New York City, a painting was sold for
$450,312,500.
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