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***

South Korea has no independent agency when it comes to this sensitive subject since it’s
unrealistic to expect it to defy Washington’s will by going forward with a nuclear weapons
program without its military patron’s permission.

CNN is perhaps the most pro-Democrat Mainstream Media (MSM) outlet in the world, which
is why it’s curious that one of its recent articles implied that the Biden Administration has
failed to secure South Korea’s trust in the US’ mutual defense commitments to that country.
In their article asking “Why are South Koreans losing faith in America’s nuclear umbrella?”,
Seoul-based international correspondent Paula Hancocks claimed that her host’s society
doubts that Washington would really protect it.

“The Republic Of Korea Mustn’t Obtain Nuclear Weapons No Matter What” because this
could trigger an uncontrollable nuclear arms race, which the writer herself admittedly also
acknowledges in her article, yet Hancocks’ piece nevertheless still  serves to justify that
country’s nuclear ambitions. In fact,  it’s arguably a very clever psychological operation
intended to make it seem like this scenario is beyond the US’ control and might very well be
a fait accompli even though neither are truly the case.

South Korea has no independent agency when it comes to this sensitive subject since it’s
unrealistic to expect it to defy Washington’s will by going forward with a nuclear weapons
program without its military patron’s permission. Rather, what appears to be happening
after President Yoon Suk-yeol’s shocking declaration of this intent earlier in the month
(which he subsequently walked back though his words were unconvincing) is that the MSM
is now preconditioning the public to expect this scenario.

To that end, CNN is taking the lead with its latest front page article explaining why Seoul
might supposedly defy the US by independently developing up to 4,000 nuclear weapons in
response to  alleged public  pressure  generated by supposed doubts  over  Washington’s
mutual  defense  commitments.  This  angle  is  meant  to  artificially  manufacture  the  false
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narrative that South Korea’s nuclear weapons program would be aligned with so-called
“democratic values”.

There are several reasons not to take CNN’s piece at face value.

First, as was earlier mentioned, it’s perhaps the most pro-Democrat MSM outlet in the world
so it comes off as insincere that Hancocks claims that Biden failed to secure South Korea’s
trust in his declining unipolar hegemon’s mutual defense commitments.

Second, although she attempts to strike a balance between pros and cons in her article,
she’s clearly implying in her piece that Seoul’s nuclear ambitions are justified.

Third, the purpose behind this psy-op is to proactively manipulate Western perceptions on
this sensitive issue, particularly with respect to making it seem like the US wouldn’t be
involved in this scenario even though it’s unrealistic to expect that Washington wouldn’t
have a hand in it. Fourth, this “plausible deniability” is intended to help the US “save face”
in the increasingly probable event that South Korea violates the Nuclear Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) by deciding to develop nuclear weapons.

And  fifth,  all  of  this  is  aligned  with  the  US’  “Lead  From  Behind”  stratagem  of  supporting
some of its regional vassals’ aggressive ambitions in order for them to “share the burden” of
containing multipolar leaders like Russia and China, exactly as it’s presently doing with
Germany and Japan respectively. South Korea figures into this model since it’s the US’ top
mainland outpost in Asia, hence why the sequence of destabilizing events that Washington
is encouraging Seoul to catalyze should be followed very closely.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram and
Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

This article was originally published on Andrew Korybko’s Newsletter.

Andrew  Korybko  is  an  American  Moscow-based  political  analyst  specializing  in  the
relationship between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One Belt One Road global
vision of New Silk Road connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent contributor to
Global Research.

He is a regular contributor to Global Research.

Featured image is from the author

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Andrew Korybko, Global Research, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

https://sputniknews.com/20150129/1017517136.html
https://korybko.substack.com/p/olaf-scholzs-manifesto-for-foreign
https://korybko.substack.com/p/fumio-kishidas-speech-at-john-hopkins
https://korybko.substack.com/p/cnns-waging-a-clever-psy-op-to-justify
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/


| 3

Articles by: Andrew Korybko
About the author:

Andrew Korybko is an American Moscow-based
political analyst specializing in the relationship
between the US strategy in Afro-Eurasia, China’s One
Belt One Road global vision of New Silk Road
connectivity, and Hybrid Warfare. He is a frequent
contributor to Global Research.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

