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CIA Director reportedly in Turkey for secret talks
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inteINews.org

Turkish and American authorities have refused comment on persistent reports that the
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency is currently on a secret visit to Turkey. News of
the alleged trip was first reported on Monday by Turkish tabloid daily Aksam. The newspaper
said David Petraeus, who heads the United States’ foremost civilian intelligence agency, had
arrived earlier that day in Istanbul’s Atatlrk International Airport, on his private plane.
According to the article, the CIA chief decided to embark on the unannounced trip in order
to discuss “counterterrorism and the situation in Syria” with senior Turkish officials. Several
hours later, French news agency Agence France Presse reported that, according to “a US
official”, the CIA Director was indeed in Turkey, holding secret “meetings on regional
issues”.

However, the unnamed US source would not provide specific information about Petreaeus’
meeting arrangements while in Turkey, nor would (s)he divulge the names of the Turkish
officials that were scheduled to meet with him. Another Turkish daily, Hdrriyet, said the CIA
Director would probably meet with his Turkish counterpart, MiT chief Hakan Fidan, as well as
with Turkey’s Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan . But repeated efforts by the paper to
confirm this were rebuffed by representatives of the US embassy in Ankara, as well as
Turkish officials. The latter appeared to have coordinated their responses, with
spokespersons from both Turkey’s Foreign Ministry and the Office of the Prime Minister
telling Hurriyet that they “had no information” on whether Petraeus was in the country.

If the reports of the CIA Director’s secret visit to Istanbul are correct, the obvious questions
are “why” and why now”? The last time Petraeus paid an unannounced visit to Turkey,
which eventually leaked to the press, was roughly six months ago, reportedly do discuss the
crisis in Syria. As intelNews as reported consistently, based on claims by British, German
and American media, around the time of Petraeus’ secret visit to Turkey, US President
Barack Obama has authorized CIA officers stationed in the country to provide “non-lethal
support” to Syrian anti-government rebels. It is also known that, Washington considers
Turkey as one of its most important intelligence allies in the ongoing Syrian crisis, along with
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Israel. Could the CIA Director’s second unannounced visit to Turkey
in less than six months be heralding an intensification of Washington’s intelligence
involvement in the Syrian crisis?

The original source of this article is inteINews.org
Copyright © Joseph Fitsanakis, intelNews.org, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
https://www.globalresearch.ca/intelnews.org
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/cia-chief-petraeus-pays-surprise-visit-to-turkey.aspx?pageID=238&nID=29175&NewsCatID=359
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jVyW2yX__8A-YA5pkhvFCqwxo4Rg
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/cia-chief-petraeus-pays-surprise-visit-to-turkey.aspx?pageID=238&nID=29175&NewsCatID=359
http://intelnews.org/2012/08/03/01-1055/
http://intelnews.org/2012/07/24/01-1044/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/intelnews.org
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
https://www.globalresearch.ca/intelnews.org
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Joseph Fitsanakis

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

