
| 1

Axes Powers of a New Global Cold War? China,
Russia, India Versus US, EU, Japan

By Gilbert Mercier
Global Research, April 24, 2023

Theme: Intelligence

All  Global  Research  articles  can  be  read  in  51  languages  by  activating  the  Translate
Website button below the author’s name.

To receive Global Research’s Daily Newsletter (selected articles), click here.

Click the share button above to email/forward this article to your friends and colleagues.
Follow us on Instagram and Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost and share widely Global Research articles.

***

The birth of a bipolar world order?

Since 2014, which marked the first Russian intervention in Ukraine, a new global geopolitical
dynamic has amplified under conflicting impulses. The areas of direct, or more often proxy
conflicts,  have  been  in  many  senses  contained  with  some  sort  of  cynical  pressure-cooker
mechanism. If  empires always seek hegemony, sane geopolitics imply balance to avoid
slipping into World War scenarios.  We have presently reached a Cold War-like balance
between two blocs: the West and their satellites on one side, against BRICS nations and
their affiliates on the other side. In the best case scenario, this new cold war could give birth
to  a  lasting  bipolar  world  order:  curiously  enough,  following  pretty  closely  Orwell’s
cartography of Oceania & Eurasia.

The West is defined by the US empire and its vassals

The two axes of powers must be explained more precisely. On one side “the West” includes
US, UK, EU, Canada, Japan, South Korea and Australia. The command headquarters of this
imperial  structure are of course located in the United States of America. The empire’s
military muscle is NATO. As for the junior members such as the UK, European Union and
Japan, they are, despite some claims of the contrary the vassals of big Uncle Sam.

One factor could be viewed as a miscalculation by Vladimir Putin. In many ways his decision
last year to start a military operation in Ukraine had a paradoxical effect. The intervention
was an attempt by Russia to prevent Ukraine from joining NATO & the EU, but this has failed
as  Western  military  gears  as  well  as  direct  assistance  have  poured  in.  Just  like  in
Afghanistan in the 1980’s Russia was effectively sucked into a West proxy war. Meanwhile,
NATO has found a new raison d’etre with Finland now officially a member and Sweden soon
also to become one. The general paranoia used in Western media to depict Putin as the
ultimate bogeyman has worked wonders on Europe’s public opinion.
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BRICS and Affiliates

On the other side it is more complex as China’s dominance
is more subdued than that of the US. Besides the BRICS nations of Brazil, Russia, India,
China & South-Africa, other nations are gravitating into the same geopolitical orbit: notably
Iran, Venezuela and African countries such as Mali and Burkina Faso.

While China is clearly the biggest power within BRICS, the other two major players, which
are Russia and India, also are heavyweights on an overall geopolitical and economic scale.

Russia holds vast reserves of energy products, such as gas and oil, and since the European
sanctions has quickly worked on redirecting its energy production both towards China and
India. India, which has become the most populous country on Earth, has just like China a
considerable manufacturing power as well  as a huge internal  market for  products and
services. In other words, neither China nor India have to rely mainly on exports to sustain
their respective economic growth.

Non-alignment is dead

The concept of non-alignment in a multipolar world, dear to the likes of Tito and de Gaulle,
has unfortunately become a geopolitical faux pas at best, or a risky behavior for a small
state wanting to stay independent at worst. Because of a lack of political will and leadership,
the European Union has basically capitulated from asserting itself as a third block to become
a provincial entity of the US empire. The notion of true non-alignment might have run its
course in this new bipolar order.

As  matter  of  fact,  one  of  the  Ukraine  war’s  major  side  effects  has  been  to  speed  up  the
process of obedient realignment of the EU to the US.

European  leaders  with  their  respective  media  propaganda  divisions  (either  state  or
corporate controlled) have managed to convince the bulk of their public opinion that the
ogre Vladimir Putin and Russia had to be defeated in Ukraine as if  the hordes from a
memory of the Red Army were about to invade Europe.

The Ukraine war has been sold in Europe as a war of necessity to counter an existential
threat that was never really there. Public opinion largely bought it, and the financial rewards
are  pouring  into  the  coffers  of  the  military-industrial  complex,  as  well  as  US  and  Qatari
energy businesses of natural gas liquefaction, to replace the well-organized Russian gas
supply Europe used to get before the sanctions against Russia.
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Ukraine war cannot be won on the battlefields

Despite what most people are lead to believe in the West, a military victory by Ukrainian
forces,  even  with  full  logistic  support  from NATO in  equipment  and  training  is  quasi
impossible.  After  all,  a  lesson  should  be  learned  from Afghanistan  where  the  Taliban
managed to defeat the mighty alliance.

If the EU and the United States cared for the welfare of Ukrainians, they would come to the
realization that only a diplomatic solution can resolve the crisis. A sine qua non condition of
diplomacy is that it requires concessions on all sides.

For example, let’s take the case of Crimea. It has a complex history. During the 15th century
Crimea was under control of the Ottoman Empire. In 1783, the Russian Empire of Tsarina
Catherine the Great annexed Crimea after a conflict with Turkey. Lastly, under the authority
of Nikita Khrushchev, the USSR gave Crimea to Ukraine in 1954. Therefore, Crimea was
Russian for 171 years while it was Ukrainian for only 60 years. The weight of history, in this
case, should tilt the balance in favor of Russia.

Military-industrial complex Uber Alles

Wars have always been capitalism‘s best friend. Ultimately they are seldom about the lofty
notions of patriotism but systematically about profits. Ukraine’s Western proxy adventure is
no exception. As matter of fact, it has been a gargantuan bonanza for the global military-
industrial complex and its stockholder war profiteers. Case in point: since Russia started its
military operation in Ukraine in February 2022, the United States has spent $30 billion in
military equipment which was shipped to Ukraine. This is according to the US Department of
Defense.

For its part the European Union is planning a 74 billion Euros increase in military spending
within  three  years.  This  trend  of  huge  increase  in  military  spending  affects  all  the  EU  27
members, as they are allocating bigger shares of their respective GDPs to this weapons
race. In December 2022, the European Defense Agency proudly announced that EU defense
spending had surpassed 200 billion Euros for the first time in the union’s history.  What an
accomplishment!

Needless to say, military-industrial consortium and their unscrupulous stockholders have
collected huge dividends from the death and destruction business. Stocks in the so-called
aerospace & defense area of  the market  have been incredibly  profitable  for  investors  and
are therefore in high demand. On average, most defense-company stocks have seen their
values increase by 25 to 30 percent since February 2022.

Naturally, in terms of military spending, the United States represents the lions’ share with a
whopping 38 percent of the global military spending. It is an astronomical $800 billion a
year or 3.1 percent of the US GDP. Unfortunately other major powers are catching up. In
second place comes China with $293 billion or 1.7 percent of its GDP; then India with $76.6
billion; the UK with 68.4 billion; Russia with $65.9 billion or 3.1 percent of GDP; France and
Germany with  $56 billion  each;  and Japan with  $54 billion.  In  France,  despite  a  very
concerning debt, the Macron administration has announced that 413 billion Euros will be
spent on the military between 2024 and 2030.
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Taiwan: the Ukraine of the far-east?

With Russia sucked into what can be called a military quagmire in Ukraine, one has to
wonder if the Oceania empire, with its Washington nevralgic center, would not indeed want
to take advantage or even provoke a Chinese move to take over Taiwan, in accordance to
the One-China precept. This could create a Ukrainian-like situation for China in Taiwan.
Instead  of  having  the  obedient  EU to  absorb  part  of  the  cost  in  the  West,  in  the  Pacific  it
could be US vassals such as Japan, South-Korea and Australia that could get involved into a
proxy war with China, and therefore increase their  military spending in US equipment.
Trillions of dollars would be wasted in resources to allow the chess masters of geopolitics to
keep playing their mindless criminal games. Everywhere, the brutal “Russian roulette” folly
of capitalism, either state or corporate, would thrive while all populations suffer.
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