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***

In  a  move  that  was  entirely  predictable  after  the  UK’s  Office  of  Communications  (Ofcom)
banned China’s CGTN from operating in the UK, China has reciprocated by banning BBC
World News from broadcasting in China.

The BBC in its own article titled, “China bans BBC World News from broadcasting,” would
claim:

China has  banned BBC World  News from broadcasting  in  the  country,  its
television and radio regulator announced on Thursday.

China  has  criticised  the  BBC  for  its  reporting  on  coronavirus  and  the
persecution of ethnic minority Uighurs.

Without any sense of irony – and following the UK’s own banning of CGTN –  UK’s foreign
secretary, Dominic Raab, claimed the BBC’s banning was an “unacceptable curtailing of
media freedom.”

Part of China’s criticism, explained in a CGTN article titled, “China pulls BBC World News off
air for serious content violation,” was that the BBC:

…seriously violated regulations on radio and television management and on
overseas satellite television channel management in its China-related reports,
which went against the requirements that news reporting must be true and
impartial, and undermined China’s national interests and ethnic solidarity.

The  BBC’s  official  statement  in  response  to  China’s  recent  banning  of  the  British  media
corporation  would  claim:

The BBC is the world’s most trusted international news broadcaster and reports
on stories from around the world fairly, impartially and without fear or favour.

Yet, China’s criticism of the BBC is far from a politically-motivated tit-for-tat from Beijing. It
echoes complaints against the BBC from within the UK itself – and complaints that span at
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least two decades.

The BBC is Untrustworthy – Says the UK Itself

A 2003 Guardian article titled, “Study deals a blow to claims of anti-war bias in BBC news,”
would reveal the BBC’s leading role in promoting the now verified lies that led to the 2003
US-led invasion of Iraq – a war that constitutes one of the worst crimes against humanity of
the 21st century.

A  Cardiff  University  study  showed  that  the  BBC  “displayed  the  most  “pro-war”  agenda  of
any broadcaster.”

More recently, a November 2020 article from The National titled, “BBC: Ofcom report shows
corporation’s impartiality score at record low,” would admit:

Fewer people believe the BBC to be an impartial broadcaster than ever before,
with the corporation’s news output falling below Sky, ITV/STV, Channel 5, and
Channel 4 in the latest Ofcom report.
 
The results make the BBC the lowest-ranked channel in the UK, with just five in
10 Scots believing it succeeds in “providing impartial news and information to
help people understand and engage with the world around them”.
 
Trust in the BBC is slightly higher in the other UK nations, with six in 10 people
in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland saying the BBC succeeds in that task.

Thus, the UK’s own Ofcom fully refutes the BBC’s claims of being “trustworthy,” “impartial,”
or “fair.”

The BBC’s Long History of Undermining China

Those familiar with the BBC’s coverage of events unfolding within China are well aware of
just how untrustworthy, partial, and unfair its coverage has been.

Whether it is reporting grisly terrorism in China’s western region of Xinjiang one year, then
omitting  mention  of  it  to  portray  Chinese  security  operations  in  response  to  it  as
“oppressive,” or omitting any mention at all of the true historical context of Hong Kong’s
“One Country, Two Systems” arrangement and Western interference deliberately organizing
unrest in Hong Kong’s streets – the BBC operates more like an instrument of foreign policy
somewhere between soft and hard power and even bordering the realm of an intelligence
agency, than anything journalistic.

The BBC performs a similar role everywhere it operates – begging the question as to how
long it will be until other nations start following China’s example and begin expelling the
BBC from within their information space as well.

Aside from the “international norm” China is setting an example for, targeted nations could
use  the  UK’s  own  Ofcom and  its  standards  to  determine  the  BBC  as  partial,  unfair,
politically-motivated, and acting inappropriately thus warranting expulsion.

This is not simply the silencing of a foreign state-funded and directed media organization, it
is the expulsion of one of the worst propaganda operations of its kind – if not the worst.

Far from mere tit-for-tat – critics of China’s CGTN have yet to cite any examples of abuse
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that remotely matches that of the BBC over the past two decades. The BBC has directly
abetted Western wars of aggression that have led to the deaths of hundreds of thousands of
people and the ruining of the lives of tens of millions.

The BBC helped promote the wars of aggression against Libya and Syria in 2011 – the
ongoing  war  in  Yemen  –  and  US-engineered  regime  change  operations  in  places  like
Ukraine, Hong Kong, Thailand, and now Myanmar.

No nation would tolerate another nation’s military conducting information warfare openly
within their borders.

The BBC all but does this under the guise of civilian journalism.

The trappings of civilian journalism should not be a deterrence from effectively dealing with
this form of foreign interference. Instead, these trappings should be carefully peeled away
before  dealing  effectively  with  the  BBC  itself,  using  mechanisms  nations  like  Russia  and
China have used to retake and/or protect their respective information spaces – and even
mechanisms the UK itself uses in an attempt to portray a well-regulated and healthy media
within their borders. 

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Brian Berletic is a Bangkok-based geopolitical researcher and writer, especially for the
online magazine “New Eastern Outlook” where this article was originally published. He is a
frequent contributor to Global Research.

Featured image is from NEO

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Brian Berletic, Global Research, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Brian Berletic

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted

https://www.blogger.com/u/2/blog/post/edit/6296737490016844972/416516289455752312#
https://journal-neo.org/
https://journal-neo.org/2021/02/16/china-ousts-the-bbc-based-on-uks-own-media-standards/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brian-berletic
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brian-berletic
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 4

material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

