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China not obliged to besiege Iran

[The recent assault on the British embassy in Tehran is far less serious an affair than was
the deadly bombing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade by the U.S. and NATO in 1999, to
put matters in perspective - RR]

The retaliatory revenge from the West ignited by Iranian protesters storming the British
embassy on Tuesday is likely to plunge Iran into a bottomless abyss of war.

Western countries demand China follow their lead and slap sanctions on Iran. As a
permanent member of the UN Security Council, China should not comply with the request.
Instead it should join hands with Russia to help calm the situation.

The US Senate approved tougher economic sanctions against Iran on Thursday, vowing to
penalize any financial institutions that do business with Iran’s central bank. Consequently,
other countries such as China, Japan and India are prohibited to conduct oil trade with Iran.

Under such an arrogant bill, it is hard to imagine how the US would borrow money from the
central banks of its creditors to make up its bleak budget in the future. China need not pay
attention to it.

The incursion in Tehran deserves condemnation, but does not necessarily constitute the
subversion of a nation. Here is another case. Though its forces bombed one of Pakistan’s
military outposts last week, killing 26 soldiers, NATO has received no punishment.

In Iran’s case, it is understandable the EU imposes sanctions against Iran. But, China has no
obligation to mess up the situation especially as the EU and the US try to take the
opportunity to overthrow Iran for their own interests.

Iran is an Islamic country with a democratic model, but its ardent religious passion has
received little understanding and respect from the West for some time. Conflicts have been
mounting because of the nation’s reluctance to take orders from the West, which wants Iran
to obey their rules. A country of 70 million people in the Middle East, Iran enjoys the right of
living a different way from the West if only because it conforms to the will of its people.

China firmly opposes Iran’s development of nuclear weapons, but will only impose sanctions
against the its nuclear-related industries and research on the condition explicit evidence has
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been found.

For China, the danger of Iran developing nuclear weapons is parallel to the West’s efforts to
topple Iran in the name of anti-nuclear weapons.

The West suffers from an economic recession, but its efforts to overthrow non-Western
governments due to politics and military interests culminate. China, as well as its mammoth
neighbor Russia, should keep on high alert and adopt countermeasures if necessary.

China should not shrink before a possible showdown with the West but seek a solution
favoring itself. China will adopt concrete measures to show its determination to take its own
path. Such a choice is important for China’s interests
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