
| 1

Child Concentration Camps in America
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Across  the  United  States,  under  cover  of  darkness,  the  government  is  rounding  up
immigrant children and sending them to a desert concentration camp in Tornillo, Texas,
near the US-Mexico border. In recent weeks, hundreds have been transferred from foster
shelters to Tornillo, where they live in tents, 20 to a room.

The New York Times spoke with employees at shelters who described scenes that recall the
most shameful episodes in American history, including the capture of fugitive slaves, the
forced removal  of  Native  Americans  from their  land,  and the internment  of  Japanese-
Americans during World War Two.

According to the Times, “In order to avoid escape attempts, the moves are carried out late
at night because children will be less likely to try to run away. For the same reason, children
are generally given little advance warning that they will be moved.”

With the children in a panic, some shelter employees reportedly cry when officials descend
upon their facilities. Others protest and raise concerns about the safety of the children at
the desert concentration camp, to no avail. Children beg to know whether they will be taken
care of at their new location. Phone numbers for their emergency contacts are written on
belts tied around the children’s waists.

Roughly  13,000  children  are  currently  detained  in  shelters  and  immigration  detention
facilities nationwide, a record high. Conditions in immigration detention centers and shelters
are deplorable, with children reporting cases of rape, sexual abuse and physical violence.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is expanding the size of the Tornillo tent city,
which  currently  houses  1,600  immigrant  youth,  to  4,000.  Starting  in  November  and
extending through March, the average daily low temperature will  be below 40 degrees
Fahrenheit.

The Trump administration will  soon begin detaining children indefinitely,  having pulled out
of the Flores settlement, a court agreement that barred the government from detaining
immigrant children for more than 20 days. The administration has also been arresting,
detaining and deporting relatives of detained children who submitted official applications to
sponsor the children.

The midnight Gestapo-style roundup of children has been treated as a non-event by the two
big  business  parties  and  the  corporate  media.  Instead,  the  entire  political  and  media
establishment is focused exclusively on the allegation that Supreme Court nominee Brett
Kavanaugh sexually assaulted Christine Blasey Ford at a party in 1982, when they were
both teenagers.
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The Democratic Party’s focus on Kavanaugh’s alleged sexual assault is a deliberate effort to
distract  from  his  record  as  a  defender  of  indefinite  detention  and  torture  under  the  Bush
administration. Democrats have covered up the fact that in 2017 Kavanaugh ruled to deny a
detained  17-year-old  immigrant  the  right  to  abort  a  pregnancy  on  the  grounds  that
immigrants are not entitled to basic rights.

Speaking Saturday in Austin, Texas, Democratic House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi made
revealing comments about the Democratic Party’s midterm election strategy. She advised
candidates  not  to  focus  on Trump’s  attacks  on immigrants,  explaining that  calling  for
“shutting down ICE [Immigration and Customs Enforcement]” merely “serves the president’s
purpose.” According to the Texas Tribune, Pelosi said she has told Democratic candidates
that focusing on the issue would “waste energy.”

Despite its claims to be an “anti-racist” party, the Democratic Party is orienting itself toward
Trump’s anti-immigrant chauvinism. On September 26, nearly 70 percent of Democrats in
the House of Representatives voted either “yes” or “present” on a resolution “recognizing
that allowing illegal immigrants the right to vote devalues the franchise and diminishes the
voting power of the United States citizens.” Keith Ellison, a leader of the “progressive” wing
of  the  Democratic  Party,  was  among those  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  anti-immigrant
resolution.

The same day as the congressional vote, Democratic California Governor Jerry Brown vetoed
a  state  bill  that  would  have  barred  immigration  officials  from  arresting  immigrants  at
courthouses. Brown also extended the deployment of the state’s National Guard on the
Mexican border.

Following the Democrats’ lead, many political groups that call themselves “socialist” but in
reality  function  as  factions  of  the  Democratic  Party,  have  dropped  the  defense  of
immigrants.

To read complete article on the WSWS.org click here
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