Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Chicago Judge Strips Mother of Parental Rights for
Being Unvaccinated

By The Jewish Voice Region: USA
Global Research, August 30, 2021 Theme: Law and Justice

The Jewish Voice

All Global Research articles can be read in 51 languages by activating the “Translate
Website” drop down menu on the top banner of our home page (Desktop version).

Visit and follow us on Instagram at @crg_globalresearch.

ok

A judge in Cook County lllinois (which includes Chicago and some of the surrounding area)
has taken away the parental rights of a woman due to her refusal to get vaccinated,
according to Fox in lllinois.

In what all parties agree is a very unusual and perhaps unprecedented step, a judge at
Chicago’s Daley Center has stripped Rebecca Firlit of custody due to her refusal to get
vaccinated.

That’s the day Firlit appeared in court via Zoom, accompanied by her ex-husband, for a child
support hearing involving her 11-year-old son. The two have been divorced for seven years
and share custody and parenting time. Out of the blue, Cook County Judge James Shapiro
asked her whether she had been vaccinated. Firlit told Shapiro she didn’t get vaccinated
because she has had bad reactions to vaccines in the past.
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Watch the video here.
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Shapiro then ordered that Firlit be prevented from spending parenting time with her son
until she gets vaccinated. Over the past two weeks, Firlit has been able to talk to her son on
the phone and through video calls, but has been unable to see him in person.

“I think that it's wrong. | think that it's dividing families. And | think it's not in my son’s
best interest to be away from his mother,” Firlit said.

Firlit is now appealing the court order, saying the judge has no authority to take away her
parenting rights over her vaccination status.

“It had nothing to do with what we were talking about. He was placing his views on me.
And taking my son away from me,” Firlit said.

Her attorney, Annette Fernholz, claimed the judge has overstepped his authority.

“In this case you have a judge, without any matter before him regarding the parenting
time with the child deciding ‘Oh, you're not vaccinated. You don’t get to see your child
until you are vaccinated. That kind of exceeds his jurisdiction,” Fernholz said.
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