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There  are  standoffs,  threats  and  continuing  tensions  over  the  imminent  closure  of  the
Manus Island Detention Centre. (The politically palatable term here is “processing centre”.)
This closure, instigated by legal ruling by the Papua New Guinea Supreme Court in April
2016, has led to a degree of window dressing, prevarication and stalling by all  parties
connected  with  the  institutionalised  barbarism  that  has  been  inflicted  on  refugees  and
asylum  seekers.

A vital stumbling block in this involves the removal of 718 men from the Lombrum Naval
Base to  alternative,  purpose-built  accommodation in  the town of  Lorengau.  Even CNN
decided the crisis was newsworthy: “Powder keg on Manus Island as refugees refuse to
leave immigration centre.”[1]

Central to the PNG tactics of removal will be the deployment of the PNG mobile squad,
famed for their brutality and expert mishandling. Extra personnel are being deployed ahead
of the closure on the pretext that they are the ones to protect the populace. The actual ones
in danger are the refugees and asylum seekers in the camp itself who fear marauding locals
indifferent to the dark deals done between PNG and Australia.

As Kurdish refugee Behrouz Boochani,  who has made a name for covering the camp’s
accretions of wearing brutality and tedium over the years explained,

“The refugees don’t feel safe in the community, because the local community
is not ready to accept them.”

The social nightmare that has arisen was a case of pure engineering on the part of the
Australian government,  keen to sustain a gulag-styled system of  camp processing and
control supposedly designed to deter arrivals. Absurdist claims that refugees could settle in
PNG as a land of smooth milk and enticing honey have become the fare of successive
administrations in Canberra.

The PNG politicians tend to have mixed feelings about their large, insistent neighbour. The
refugees, spanning a range of countries as diverse as Iran and Myanmar, are sore intrusions
into a locality of 6,000 residents. White man’s burden is a testy one, and shouldering it in a
modern pseudo-colonial context has not been a thrill.

“It boils down to if everyone behaves themselves it’s all good,” suggests the
local Manus Island MP, Ron Knight. “You have young men who have been
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locked up for four or five years. They get a taste of freedom. You have young
women in town who are attracted to these guys. They keep these relationships
hidden.  The  fathers  find  out,  or  the  families  find  out,  and  it  becomes  a  big
issue.”

PNG immigration minister Petrus Thomas has also shown that he is far from impressed by
the  moves  of  the  Turnbull  government  to  eschew  responsibility.  In  an  act  of  truly
determined hand washing, Thomas insisted that,

“PNG has no obligation under the current arrangement to deal with these two
cohorts and they remain the responsibility of Australia to pursue third-country
options and liaise with respective governments of the non-refugees for their
voluntary or involuntary return.”[2]

Human Rights Watch has been on the case of the Manus Island Centre for some time, and
the picture has merely become more hideous with time. In 2015, the organisation noted
instances of severe abuse, inhumane treatment and neglect.[3] Another report released on
October  25 makes for  grim reading.  Knife  attacks have taken place.  Beatings are not
infrequent. As is robbery. Gangs of intoxicated youths roam and prey upon those daring to
mix in the community.

“While many Papuans have welcomed the new arrivals to Manus Island,” state
the  findings,  “nearly  every  refugee  and  asylum  seeker  Human  Rights  Watch
interviewed  described  how  they  had  experienced  or  witnessed  violence,
threats of violence, or robberies by groups of often intoxicated young local
men.”[4]

PNG Police Commissioner Gari Baki attempted to paint a picture of even-handedness and
fair play, that all would be in good hands come the day of the facility’s closure.

“The safety of both the refugees and government workers plus staff of leading
agencies is not to be taken for granted given the tension that is now being
expressed by the locals on Manus Island.”

But a PNG police force statement was far more frank about what will happen this week:

“Extra manpower is on standby to be deployed to Manus Island to assist the
local police in addition to the two Mobile Squad now on the island.”[5]

The response from the Australian government, fringed by the complicity of PNG authorities,
is  crude  in  its  simplicity:  cut  the  water,  the  electricity,  and  the  supplies.  Starve  the
residents,  more appropriately inmates,  into submission.  Drag them out;  relocate them;
deport them. What is startling is how conscious a strategy this has been, commencing, in
fact, earlier this year.

This is a mission of viciousness. Having been given a frightful ticking off by judicial officers
for their role in facilitating breaches of the PNG constitution, the political figures are doing
their best to scuttle and vacillate. The aim, it seems, is less the resolution of a problem than
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the  continued infliction  of  harm upon individuals  with  legitimate  rights  to  flee  persecution
and distress.

That  officials  in  Canberra  persist  in  subverting  international  refugee  law,  not  to  mention
colluding in behaviour that would, in many instances, be criminalised domestically, has
corroded the integrity of Australian institutions.

Dr. Binoy Kampmark was a Commonwealth Scholar at Selwyn College, Cambridge and
lectures at RMIT University, Melbourne. Email: bkampmark@gmail.com
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[1] https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/28/asia/australia-manus-island-refugees/index.html

[2] http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-30/manus-island-png-tells-australia-to-deal-with-refugees/9098
444

[3] https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/07/15/australia/papua-new-guinea-pacific-non-solution

[4] https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/25/australia/png-refugees-face-unchecked-violence

[5] http://www.looppng.com/png-news/police-assist-relocation-refugees-68544

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Dr. Binoy Kampmark, Global Research, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Binoy
Kampmark

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:bkampmark@gmail.com
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/28/asia/australia-manus-island-refugees/index.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-30/manus-island-png-tells-australia-to-deal-with-refugees/9098444
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-30/manus-island-png-tells-australia-to-deal-with-refugees/9098444
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/07/15/australia/papua-new-guinea-pacific-non-solution
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/25/australia/png-refugees-face-unchecked-violence
http://www.looppng.com/png-news/police-assist-relocation-refugees-68544
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/binoy-kampmark
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/binoy-kampmark
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/binoy-kampmark
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

