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“Stable doors slamming, but a – very cautious – feel of shift at all levels, nations?” –Felicity
Arbuthnot, January 4, 2024

An Education Department official who volunteered for President Joe Biden’s 2020 campaign
announced  his  resignation  Wednesday  over  the  administration’s  support  for  Israel’s
“indiscriminate violence” against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, the latest sign of growing
dissent within the U.S. government.

“It should go without saying that all violence against innocent people is horrific,” Tariq
Habash,  a  Palestinian  American  who worked as  a  policy  adviser  in  the  Education
Department’s  Office  of  Planning,  Evaluation,  and  Policy  Development,  wrote  in  his
resignation  letter.  “I  mourn  each  and  every  loss,  Israeli  and  Palestinian.”

“But I  cannot represent an administration that does not value all  human life equally. I
cannot stay silent as this  administration turns a blind eye to the atrocities committed
against  innocent Palestinian lives,  in what leading human rights experts have called a
genocidal campaign by the Israeli government,” Habash continued. “I cannot be quietly
complicit as this administration fails to leverage its influence as Israel’s strongest ally to halt
the abusive and ongoing collective punishment tactics that have cut off
Palestinians in Gaza from food, water, electricity, fuel, and medical supplies, leading to
widespread disease and starvation.”

Habash is the second administration official—and the first political appointee—to resign over
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the Biden administration’s handling of Israel’s attack on Gaza, which has killed more than
22,000 people in less than three months. Josh Paul, who worked in the State Department for
more than 11 years, resigned in protest less than two weeks after Israel began its latest
bombing campaign in Gaza following a deadly Hamas-led attack.

Internal backlash against the Biden administration’s decision to arm and provide diplomatic
cover for the Israeli government has grown steadily over the course of the nearly three-
month war, with staffers at the State Department, the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), and even Biden’s 2024 reelection campaign voicing opposition to the
president’s unpopular approach.

On  Wednesday,  17  current  Biden  campaign  staffers  released  an  open  letter  imploring  the
president to cut off unconditional aid to the Israeli military, use his leverage to push for an
immediate  and  permanent  cease-fire,  and  “take  concrete  steps  to  end  the  conditions  of
apartheid,  occupation,  and  ethnic  cleansing  that  are  the  root  causes  of  this  conflict.”

“Complicity in the death of  over 20,000 Palestinians,  8,200 of  whom are children,
simply cannot be justified,” reads the letter, which was signed anonymously. “Only with
an end to violence can we achieve a real and lasting peace that upholds the right to
self-determination, safety, and freedom for Palestinians and Israelis alike.”

Attorneys  have warned that  Biden administration officials,  including the president  himself,
could face legal consequences for supporting genocide in the Gaza Strip. The administration
is  currently  fighting a lawsuit  aiming to enjoin it  from providing any additional  support  for
Israel’s war on Gaza.

In  an appearance on MSNBC  following his  resignation,  Habash said  he believes  many
officials within the Biden administration feel the way he does about the president’s support
for Israel’s assault—and they are becoming increasingly vocal as the humanitarian disaster
in Gaza spirals further out of control.

“We’ve seen hundreds of State Department officials sign onto numerous dissent cables
that were leaked,” Habash said. “We’ve seen USAID officials, we’ve seen White House
staff,  we’ve  seen  interns,  we’ve  seen  hundreds  of  officials  across  the  administration
from dozens of agencies. This is a pretty commonly held position by a lot of the biggest
supporters of the president.  And the majority of American voters support a cease-fire,
but the president’s unwillingness to move on this policy is deafening and it hurts.”

[From Common Dreams: Our work is licensed under Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
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*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

Jake Johnson is a senior editor and staff writer for Common Dreams.

The original source of this article is Common Dreams
Copyright © Jake Johnson, Common Dreams, 2024

https://www.commondreams.org/news/state-department-official-resigns
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/13/us/politics/state-dept-israel-gaza-cease-fire.html
https://www.commondreams.org/news/dissent-memo-state-department
https://www.commondreams.org/news/dissent-memo-state-department
https://www.commondreams.org/news/biden-gaza-poll
https://medium.com/@BidenHQforCeasefireNow/dear-president-biden-we-need-a-ceasefire-now-f48b732b2433
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/30/we-cannot-tell-her-the-truth-the-children-in-gaza-whose-parents-are-dead#:~:text=More%20than%208%2C200%20children%20have,and%20most%20are%20deeply%20traumatised.
https://www.commondreams.org/news/biden-complicit-genocide
https://ccrjustice.org/home/press-center/press-releases/biden-tries-evade-legal-responsibility-failure-prevent-and
https://twitter.com/OmarBaddar/status/1742748471944233205
https://www.commondreams.org/news/disease-hunger-gaza
https://www.commondreams.org/news/biden-education-official-resigns
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
https://www.commondreams.org/news/biden-education-official-resigns


| 3

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Jake Johnson

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

