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Canadian Defence Minister to speak with Israelis
about Iran War Plans

By Steve Rennie
Global Research, November 14, 2011
The Canadian Press 13 November 2011

Region: Canada, Middle East & North Africa
Theme: US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: IRAN: THE NEXT WAR?

Defence Minister Peter MacKay says he plans to ask his Israeli counterpart Ehud Barak about
reports that Israel’s leaders have discussed plans to attack Iran’s nuclear sites.

Mr. Barak, who along with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has taken a tough line
on Iran, is due to visit Canada next week.

Speaking to reporters in Kandahar after a day trip to Kabul, Mr. MacKay said Saturday that
the “dynamics have changed and will continue to change” as tensions escalate between
nuclear-armed Israel and Iran.

The International Atomic Energy Agency released a report this week that said Iran has
conducted secret experiments that could lead to the development of a nuclear device.

But  Iran  denies  the  allegations,  claiming  the  UN  nuclear  watchdog  based  its  findings  on
evidence  fabricated  by  the  Unites  States  and  its  allies.

Mr. MacKay said Iran has shown a “blatant disregard” for Israel’s right to exist.

“I think Ehud Barak … will be able to give us an insight into the thinking of the Israeli
government about how they are going to respond to renewed suggestion and evidence that
Iran is still aggressively pursuing nuclear capability.”

Mr. MacKay added that as a strong ally of Israel, Canada is concerned about “many of the
alarmist and very threatening words that have been directed toward Israel in the past and in
recent days.”

While in Kabul, Mr. MacKay met with the Afghan defence and interior ministers as well as
the commander of the International Security Assistance Force, General John Allen.

During those meetings, MacKay said he discussed last month’s attack by a suicide bomber
on a convoy in Kabul, which killed Master Corporal Byron Greff, the first Canadian death in
Afghanistan since the combat mission ended in July.

“That attack was a demonstration that the Taliban are trying to have a spectacular effect,”
Mr. MacKay said. “They are trying to continue to cause harm and disruption in the capital, as
they are in other parts of the country.”

“Our soldiers have to be very vigilant. So they’re prepared for that. They know that even
though they’re in a different role now and they’re on base, they do have to move between
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locations, and we are taking security precautions to protect them.”

Although  Canada’s  combat  mission  has  officially  ended,  around  950  military  trainers  will
remain in and around the capital city of Kabul through 2014 as part of NATO’s training
mission.

Smaller contingents of Canadian trainers have also been deployed to the cities of Mazar-i-
Sharif in the north and Herat in the west near the border with Iran.

The original source of this article is The Canadian Press
Copyright © Steve Rennie, The Canadian Press, 2011

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Steve Rennie

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/steve-rennie
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/steve-rennie
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

