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Canadian Academic Dr. Diab Hassan deported to
France on Trumped Up Terror Charges
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Global Research Editor’s Note

Dr.  Hassan  Diab  is  a  Canadian  citizen,  who  taught  sociology  at  the  University  of
Ottawa and Carleton University. He was arrested in 2008 without supporting evidence by
the RCMP at the request of the French government for “an alleged role in the 1980 Paris
synagogue bombing”. 

A few months later, Canada’s pro-Israeli lobby B’nai Brith pressured Carleton University to
fire Dr. Hassan. 

In early July 2009, Diab was hired to teach a summer course in introductory
sociology at  Carleton University.  On July  28,  the  day after  a  bail  hearing
disclosed  his  employment  and  subsequent  teaching,  B’nai  Brith
Canada released a statement condemning Carleton for employing a suspected
terrorist.  “We  find  it  deplorable  that  university  officials  believe  that  there  is
nothing wrong with employing Diab. The safety and security of the community
as a whole, and of the Carleton University campus in particular, are of great
concern  to  us.”  The  Toronto-based  national  office  of  B’nai  Brith  issued  a
statement condemning Carleton’s actions, while an Ottawa-based member of
the group telephoned the university directly to complain.(Wikipedia)

“On June 6, 2011, a judge in Ottawa agreed to the French request to extradite Hassan Diab
to France for trial. On April 4, 2012, Canada’s Minister of Justice,  ordered Diab extradited to
France to face terror bombing charges. “In 2014, Diab’s appeal to the Ontario Court of
Appeal was rejected and the Supreme Court of Canada refused to hear the case and the
extradition  order  was  upheld.”  (“Court’s  refusal  to  hear  appeal  brings  Diab  closer  to
extradition to France”. The Globe and Mail. 13 November 2014).  

Since November 2014, he is held incomunicado in a high security prison and the trial
directed against him has been delayed. 

The  Centre  for  Research  on  Globalization  (CRG)  supports  the  Justice  for  Hassan  Diab
campaign and calls upon GR readers to join the Campaign (see below).

M.Ch. GR Editor, April 28, 2015

*      *      *

Dr.  Hassan  remains  incarcerated  at  Fleury-Merogis  prison  (near  Paris)  since  he  was
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extradited from Canada on November 14, 2014. He is expected to remain in prison for up to
two years while awaiting a decision about whether his case will be brought to trial. Hassan
was not in France at the time of the 1980 rue Copernic bombing. His palm prints and
fingerprints  do  not  match  those  of  the  suspect.  He  is  not  an  anti-Semite,  and  he  strongly
condemns all forms of bigotry and violence.

In prison, Hassan is in a special unit which holds 4-8 inmates. He is confined to his cell for 20
hours a day. When he is allowed to leave his cell, he can access a small exercise room, a
small collection of books, and can interact with the other inmates in his unit. He is denied
access to the general prison services, including the main library and sports field. Hassan’s
sleep is often interrupted by the guards turning on the lights every hour at night. The food
provided to inmates is often insufficient, so they often need to supplement it by purchasing
additional items from the prison canteen.

The hardest part for Hassan is being separated from his family in Canada – his wife, his
toddler  daughter,  and  his  infant  son  who  was  born  after  he  was  extradited.  He
communicates with his family mostly through letters. He is not allowed to receive phone
calls.  He must initiate calls  to the outside world himself,  and only to approved phone
numbers. For the first five months, he was having great difficulty calling his wife in Ottawa,
despite repeated requests to prison authorities to resolve this problem. Since April 17, he
has been able to connect with his wife. We hope that the phone issue is now resolved.

Hassan is an avid reader and is very thankful for all the letters and books he receives from
family and friends. He has been learning French.

Hassan was denied bail despite his French lawyer agreeing to very strict bail conditions,
including house arrest and electronic monitoring. Hassan appealed the decision and was
denied bail on appeal. This is despite the fact that he fully complied with similarly strict bail
conditions  in  Canada  for  years.  In  refusing  bail,  the  court  relied  on  the  unsourced
intelligence and discredited handwriting analysis that remain in the dossier in France. The
fact that Hassan’s fingerprints and palm prints do not match those of the suspect was not
taken into consideration. The court also denied Hassan the opportunity to appear in person
at the bail hearing; he could only appear via video-link.

Despite the hardship of incarceration, Hassan remains hopeful that he will be exonerated
and will return to his home in Canada. He extends his deepest gratitude to his supporters for
their steadfast support. He draws strength from your support and the hope that justice will
one day be achieved. Your support gives Hassan a real chance for justice and hope to return
home!

Why We Are Concerned

There is a real risk that Hassan may be wrongfully convicted under France’s anti-terrorism
laws due to the circumstances surrounding his case.

The Canadian extradition judge described the evidence in the case as “very problematic”,
“convoluted”, “very confusing”, and “suspect”. He said that “the prospects of conviction in
the context of a fair trial seem unlikely”, but stated that Canada’s extradition law left him no
choice but to commit Hassan to extradition. French evidence, discarded from the Canadian
extradition hearing because it failed to meet the low standard for extradition, remains in the
dossier for use at trial in France. Specifically:
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Hassan was extradited based on a handwriting analysis report that compared his
handwriting to five words written by the suspect on a hotel  registration card in
1980. Five world-renowned handwriting experts testified that this report is fatally
flawed  and  does  not  follow  any  recognized  methodology.  Two  previous
handwriting reports against Hassan were withdrawn from the extradition hearing
in Canada after it was demonstrated that samples used in the comparison were
actually written by someone other than Hassan. All three handwriting reports
remain in the dossier in France to be used against Hassan at trial.
The case against Hassan is anchored in secret intelligence. No one knows the
source of this intelligence or the circumstances under which it was obtained.
There is a real risk that the intelligence may be the product of torture.Human
Rights Watch has documented the use of secret intelligence and unfair trials
under France’s anti-terrorism laws. The intelligence in the case against Hassan
was withdrawn from the extradition hearing in  Canada in  recognition of  its
extremely problematic nature. However, the intelligence remains in the dossier
in France to be used against Hassan at trial.

We are very concerned that Hassan will not receive a fair trial in France, especially in the
current climate of Islamophobia and heightened concerns about terrorism. The strong desire
to resolve a decades old deadly crime also threatens the fairness of the process.

Statement by Independent Jewish Voices – Canada

Independent Jewish Voices (IJV) of Canada recently issued a statement in support of Hassan.
The statement reads, in part:

“Independent Jewish Voices of Canada is very concerned that Dr. Diab will not be granted a
fair trial in France. It appears that France’s anti-terrorism laws and use of secret evidence
will be used unjustly against Dr. Diab to push for a conviction.

We call on the government of France to abandon its case against Dr. Diab so that he can
avoid being the victim of a wrongful conviction. Dr. Diab is being detained in a foreign state
on charges for which he has no connection.”

See the full IJV statement at:

h t t p : / / w w w . j u s t i c e f o r h a s s a n d i a b . o r g / w p - c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 1 5 / 0 4 / I J V - -
Canada-2015-04-EN.pdf

How You Can Help

Hassan has been torn away from all moral supports, i.e., family, friends, and supporters who
remain in his home country, Canada. He must defend himself in an unfamiliar legal system
and language. Here are some ways you can help prevent Hassan’s wrongful conviction:

SHARE with us contact information of people and organisations in France and elsewhere in
Europe whom we may contact to inform them about Hassan’s case. If you contact people
and organisations directly, please copy your messages to diabsupport@gmail.com. Sample
letters are available at:

English letter:  .pdf

http://www.hrw.org/reports/2008/07/01/preempting-justice-0
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2008/07/01/preempting-justice-0
http://www.justiceforhassandiab.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/IJV-Canada-2015-04-EN.pdf
http://www.justiceforhassandiab.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/IJV-Canada-2015-04-EN.pdf
mailto:diabsupport@gmail.com
http://www.justiceforhassandiab.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Diab-Letter-2015-04-EN.pdf
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French letter:  .pdf

JOIN the Bring Hassan Home campaign and make a statement of support for Dr. Hassan
Diab  by  making  a  financial  contribution  to  help  cover  the  costs  of  his  legal  defence  in
France.  You  can  view  the  current  list  of  signatories  at:

http://www.justiceforhassandiab.org/bring-hassan-home-statement#List

Hassan Diab Support Committee

diabsupport@gmail.com
http://www.justiceforhassandiab.org
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