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Canada’s F-35 buy could trigger Arctic arms race:
Expert
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OTTAWA:  A  government  purchase  of  F-35  fighter  jets  could  cause  “angst  in  Russia”  and
trigger  an  Arctic  arms  race,  Arctic  sovereignty  expert  Michael  Byers  said  Thursday.

“I don’t want my country to be the country that starts an Arctic arms race,” Byers said as
debate over the government’s plan to spend $16 billion on 65 of the F-35s raged on several
fronts on Parliament Hill.

Byers is chair in global politics and international law at the University of British Columbia. He
said there is no need for stealth “shock and awe” military aircraft in the North and senior
U.S. military officials have contradicted Canadian government claims of threats from aging
Russian bombers near Canadian airspace.

What is needed up North, he emphasized, is search-and-rescue planes.

Air force chief Lt.-Gen. Andre Deschamps told the House of Commons defence committee
that Russia is already building a “fifth-generation” fighter — which is what the F-35 is — and
that China is expected to build one too.

If  the  planned  purchase  is  cancelled,  he  told  MPs,  Canada’s  air  force  would  become
“irrelevant” for defence missions with the United States and other countries in the NATO
military alliance, many of whom are also buying the Lockheed-Martin aircraft.
….
Opposition MPs repeatedly sought assurances from Deschamps and Col. Dave Burt, acting
project manager for the F-35, that there are strong controls in place to prevent a repeat of
the  cost  overruns,  significant  delivery  delays  and  lack  of  oversight  found  by  the  auditor
general in the government’s $11-billion purchase of Chinook and Cyclone helicopters and
associated operating and maintenance contracts.

“Why should we feel more comfortable this time?” asked Toronto Liberal MP Ken Dryden.

“We don’t want to end up with this costing us $32 billion someday,” said Parti Quebecois
defence critic Claude Bachand.

Deschamps became testy when Bachand pressed him to provide to MPs, behind closed
doors if necessary, classified information about the F-35’s technical capabilities.

“You’re implying that we don’t know what we’re doing,” Deschamps told him. “Please don’t
tell us that we don’t know what we’re doing.”
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Burt  said  an  F-35  project  management  office  was  set  up  two  weeks  ago  and  teams  to
oversee  the  project  are  being  assembled.

Auditor General Sheila Fraser told the House of Commons public accounts committee that
the  military  and  government  spending  authorities  will  have  to  properly  assess  risks,
requirements and the range of costs for operating and maintaining the F-35s.

The government has not yet signed a contract to buy the jets but expects delivery to start in
2016, gradually retiring the F-18 fleet by 2020.

Spurred  by  the  findings  on  the  helicopters,  Fraser  has  decided  to  audit  the  F-35  process.
Some of the Chinook costs were so underestimated that she said the military might have to
reallocate funds to cover operating and maintenance costs.

The original source of this article is vancouversun.com
Copyright © Juliet O'Neill, vancouversun.com, 2010

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Juliet O'Neill

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.vancouversun.com/news/could+trigger+Arctic+arms+race+Expert/3743017/story.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/juliet-o-neill
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/could+trigger+Arctic+arms+race+Expert/3743017/story.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/juliet-o-neill
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

