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Campaigners Warn Return of US Nukes to UK Would
‘Make Britain a Guaranteed Target’
The U.S. is reportedly planning to deploy nukes "three times the strength of
the Hiroshima bomb" to an air base in Suffolk.
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Nuclear weapon abolitionists sounded alarm Friday in response to fresh evidence that the
United States is planning to station nukes in the United Kingdom for the first time in more
than 15 years, a move that opponents said would only heighten the risk of an atomic war.

The U.S. removed more than 100 nuclear bombs from Royal Air Force Lakenheath, a base in
Suffolk,  in  2008  following  sustained  protests  from  the  U.K.-based  Campaign  for  Nuclear
Disarmament  (CND)  and  other  nonproliferation  advocates.

CND warned in a statement Friday that the redeployment of nukes to Lakenheath would
“make Britain a guaranteed target in the event of any war between NATO and Russia.”

“We encourage both the media and the public to increase pressure on the British
government to be honest about this deployment,” said Kate Hudson, CND’s general
secretary.

The Telegraph reported last week that “procurement contracts for a new facility at RAF
Lakenheath in Suffolk confirm that the U.S. intends to place nuclear warheads three times
the strength of the Hiroshima bomb at the air base.”

“The return of American weapons to the U.K. is part of a NATO-wide program to develop
and upgrade nuclear sites in response to heightened tensions with the Kremlin in the
wake of the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine,” the U.K. newspaper continued. “Russia
has stated that the placement of U.S. weapons in Britain would be viewed by Moscow as
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an ‘escalation’ and would be met with ‘compensating counter-measures.'”

CND said Friday it has “strongly suspected” that the Lakenheath base was being prepped
for  the  return  of  U.S.  nukes  for  nearly  two years.  Last  August,  Matt  Korda and Hans
Kristensen of the Nuclear Information Project highlighted U.S. Air Force budget documents
for  fiscal  year  2024  that  “strongly  imply”  the  Biden  administration  is  moving  toward
reestablishing  American  nuclear  presence  in  the  U.K.

As the pair explained:

The Air  Force’s FY 2024 budgetary justification package, dated March 2023, notes the
planned construction of a “surety dormitory” at RAF Lakenheath, approximately 100
kilometers  northeast  of  London.  The  “surety  dormitory”  was  also  briefly  mentioned in
the  Department  of  Defense’s  testimony  to  Congress  in  March  2023,  but  with  no
accompanying explanation. “Surety” is a term commonly used within the Department of
Defense and Department of Energy to refer to the capability to keep nuclear weapons
safe, secure, and under positive control…

Construction of the facility is scheduled to begin in June 2024 and end in February 2026.

CND  said  it  has  questioned  the  U.K.’s  Defense  Ministry  and  local  officials  about  the
“lawfulness  of  the  planning  rights  used  to  allow  the  building  of  the  surety  dormitory.”

“The  Lakenheath  upgrades  form  part  of  a  wider  effort  to  upgrade  U.S./NATO  nuclear
infrastructure  across  Europe,  which  has  preceded—and  likely  provoked—Russia’s
deployment of its own nuclear weapons to Belarus,” the group said. “Despite this, neither
the U.S. nor U.K. government have given information to the public about this deployment.”

Hudson argued that “far from making us safer, this deployment has escalated the dangers,
brought Russian nukes to Europe, and made us a nuclear target.”

“It’s shameful that our government continues to take us for fools on this serious matter,”
said Hudson. “They are refusing to give us crucial information about our security.”

[From Common Dreams: Our work is licensed under Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
Feel free to republish and share widely.]

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

Jake Johnson is a senior editor and staff writer for Common Dreams.

The original source of this article is Common Dreams
Copyright © Jake Johnson, Common Dreams, 2024

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

https://fas.org/publication/increasing-evidence-that-the-us-air-forces-nuclear-mission-may-be-returning-to-uk-soil/
https://www.saffm.hq.af.mil/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=8x62jjw60Hg%3D&portalid=84
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/04.19-%20Hon.%20Owens%20SAC-M%20Testimony.pdf
https://www.acq.osd.mil/ncbdp/nm/NMHB2020rev/docs/NMHB2020rev_Ch8.pdf
https://www.commondreams.org/news/us-nuclear-weapons-uk
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
https://www.commondreams.org/news/us-nuclear-weapons-uk
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG


| 3

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Jake Johnson

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

