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British, Australian Activists Shut Down Israeli
Weapons Factories on Anniversary of Gaza Invasion
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On Monday July 6th, Palestinians and their supporters around the world marked the one year
invasion of the Israeli attack on Gaza that ended up lasting fifty one days and costing close
to twenty five hundred Palestinian lives.

In  Britain  today,  hundreds  of  activists  held  protests  and  occupied  three  different  weapon
factories  located  on  british  soil  that  are  directly  involved  in  the  Israeli  occupation  of
Palestinian land. There were simultaneous protests held in Australia, at branches of the
same companies.

The companies  are  Elbit  Systems in  Staffordshire,  an Israeli  company which manufactures
armored drones, Instro Precision in Kent and U.A.V. Engines in Lichfield, which manufactures
drone engines for export to Israel. The activists say that these weapons are used by Israel to
target and massacre civilians in Gaza.

Elbit  Systems  is  Israel’s  largest  publicly  traded  weapons  company.  The  company  has
military contracts with numerous governments, including the US and UK.

Protest  at  Israeli  arms  factory  (image  by  @Stopthearmsfair  on
Twitter)

According to the Electronic Intifada, “The Shenstone and Broadstairs factories have been
targeted by  protesters  before.  At  the  height  of  Israel’s  51-day assault  last  year,  nine
protesters staged a sit-in on the roof of the UEL factory, closing it for two days in August
before they were arrested. Rooftop protesters shut down the Instro Precision factory in Kent
for a day in February, with no arrests made.”

A report  from Amnesty  International  stated that,  “UAV Engines  Ltd  (UEL),  based near
Birmingham, has stated that it manufactures the engines for Hermes 450 UAVs (Unmanned
Airborne  Vehicles)  produced  by  its  parent  company,  Elbit  Systems of  Israel.  Specifications
displayed by Elbit Systems beside a Hermes 450 vehicle at a 2006 defence exhibition, of
which  we  have  photographs,  also  state  that  the  Hermes  450  is  powered  by  a  ‘UEL
AR-80-1010’ engine, made by UAV Engines Ltd.

“Hermes 450s are described by their manufacturer as ‘the backbone of Israeli army and air
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force ISTAR [Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition And Reconnaissance] missions’.
They have reportedly been deployed for surveillance and targeting missions in Gaza prior to
2006, and were reportedly central to IDF operations in Gaza and Lebanon during 2006.
Defence media shortly after the 2006 conflict quoted Israeli Air Force sources discussing the
performance of the Israeli Air Force Hermes 450’s ‘50hp (40kW) UEL engine’.”

“A spokesperson for Elbit Systems has denied to British media that UK-made engines are
incorporated into the Hermes 450s used by the Israeli armed forces. But the evidence looks
pretty convincing.”

At least ten people were arrested at the British protests on Monday, July 6th, 2015.
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