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The rise in UK air and drone strikes in Syria since September 2018 has been laid bare in the
MoD’s latest responses to a Drone Wars UK FoI request.

The number of British strikes in Syria per month rose to its highest ever amount (75) in
December 2018.

.

Overall, the UK launched 244 air and drone strikes in Iraq and Syria during 2018, firing 512
munitions.  Between 2014 and the end of 2018, the UK has fired more than 4,100 missiles
and bombs in a total of 1,925 strikes against ISIS in Iraq and Syria.  You can see the details
on our stats page here.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/chris-cole
https://dronewars.net/2019/02/11/latest-foi-release-from-mod-shows-extent-of-uk-air-and-drone-war-in-syria/
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https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
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https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/syria-nato-s-next-war
https://dronewars.net/uk-drone-strike-list-2/
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In 2018, for the first time, more UK weapons were fired in Syria than in Iraq – in fact almost
10 times more (464 in Syria, 48 in Iraq).  While UK aircraft continue to fly in Iraq, 90% of UK
missions occurred in Syria.

UK Reaper drones continued to operate in both Iraq and Syria during 2018, however there
were no UK drone strikes in Iraq.  While the MoD continues to insist that its drones are
primarily for intelligence and surveillance operations, Reapers fired more weapons in 2018
than the UK’s dedicated strike aircraft, the Tornado, and almost as many as Typhoons.  27%
of UK strikes were carried out by drones during 2018. Overall, a quarter of all British air
s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  I S I S  h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  d r o n e s .
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Although ISIS has been virtually defeated as a military force in Iraq and Syria, with its
territory reduced to a few square miles in the Euphrates Valley (indeed this weekend the
final  battle  is  reported  to  have  begun)  UK  Ministers  and  defence  officials  insists  that  UK
strikes will continue until the group is absolutely and totally defeated. This though other
nations are withdrawing their forces and senior UK commanders acknowledge that ISIS is no
longer a credible military force.  While the UK’s Tornado’s have been withdrawn, UK drones
and Typhoons will continue to launch strikes.  In the case of British Reaper drones, that’s
approaching 12 years of continuously launching strikes.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-syria-us-backed-forces-open-battle-for-last-islamic-state-foothold/2019/02/09/342ed292-666c-497b-a109-4d49b861710b_story.html?utm_term=.a72076cc373c
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-syria-us-backed-forces-open-battle-for-last-islamic-state-foothold/2019/02/09/342ed292-666c-497b-a109-4d49b861710b_story.html?utm_term=.a72076cc373c
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/defence-secretary-reaffirms-commitment-to-daeshs-total-defeat-in-meeting-with-iraqi-counterpart
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8248/CBP-8248.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/07/08/british-forces-will-have-fight-another-war-islamic-state-not/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/07/08/british-forces-will-have-fight-another-war-islamic-state-not/
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/eight-raf-tornadoes-return-home-after-almost-40-years-in-service-a4058541.html
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