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Activists of the opposition political forces and public organizations from Montenegro initiated
a rally from Podgorica to Brussels. According to the organizer of the action, the head of the
movement “Hopeless Resistance” Marco Milachich, the activists are to declare in front of the
international community about the necessity of a referendum on the country’s accession to
NATO.

The event “Referendum caravan” which was launched on February 20 will end on March 3.
After Belgrade the activists still have to overcome the way to the capital of Belgium through
the city of Banja Luka, Zagreb, Ljubljana, Vienna, Prague and Berlin.

One of the stop on the way to Brussels was the city in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Banja Luka
is the capital of one of the two national entities within the country called the Republic of
Srpska (RS). The Montenegrin opposition expected to get considerable support from the
Serbian population, negatively related to the prospect of accession of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to NATO.

According to the official position of Sarajevo, the most important issue of Bosnia and
Herzegovina external policy is to create conditions for the early entry into NATO and the EU.
This policy of Euro-Atlantic integration is welcomed in the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, where 50-70 percent of the people support country’s membership in NATO. In
the Srpska Republic, the vast majority of the population does not support the idea of
accession.

The protests against the country accession to NATO have been held in Banja Luka before.
Residents of city often gather on the main square, to remind of the bloody NATO military
actions in Yugoslavia in 1999.

According to the leader of public patriotic organization of the Republic of Srpska “Our
Serbia” Mladjan Djordjevic, the West is actively working to maintain artificial separatist
movements inside the RC. Moreover, the West is providing active support for Sarajevo, to
deprive Banja Luka sovereignty and the right to resist the policy of Bosnia and Herzegovina
to join NATO. At the same time, the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina actually lives on
external funds. The corruption reaches colossal scales, and the authorities have become
puppets of the High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina.

However, despite the political pressure from the West and the official Sarajevo, the Srpska
Republic, headed by its national leader Milorad Dodik, continues to protect its sovereignty
and legitimacy. They actively supported the rally on February 24 in Banja Luka.
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