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Bolivia Refuses to be U.S. Slave
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LA PAZ, Jan. 4 (Xinhua) — The Bolivian government said on Monday that it refuses to blindly
cater to the economic or political desires of the United States.

Bolivia’s  Vice  President  Alvaro  Garcia  Linera  said  that  as  La  Paz  wanted  to  reset  its
diplomatic ties with Washington, based on mutual respect, the country should not become a
slave of the United States, which he described as “the most important power and the
market of the world.”

In an interview with Radio Erbol, Bolivia’s national radio, Garcia said Bolivia had been “the
most subordinated” Latin American country to the United States in the past.

“We do not want a market in exchange for them (Americans) telling us who must be the
master. We do not want tax preference in exchange for them telling us what must be our
economic policy, because that will make us become a slave and a colony again,” Garcia
said.

According to Garcia, U.S. President Barack Obama, like his predecessor George W. Bush,
had a “strong war policy” which did not allow ties between the two countries to improve.

“When he (Obama) learns to recognize that the world is a community of sovereign states,
which voluntarily are independent, we will have better ties with the United States,” Garcia
said.

However, he added that Bolivia was open to establishing ties with all the countries in the
world based on mutual respect of sovereignty.

Bolivian-U.S. ties were frozen since September 2008, when La Paz expelled U.S. Ambassador
Philip Goldberg for allegedly interfering with internal affairs, and Washington took the same
retaliatory measure.

This incident also had consequences in the commercial area, as the Obama administration
decided to extend Bolivia’s suspension from tax benefits of the Andean Trade Promotion and
Drug Eradication Act.

Former  U.S.  President  Bush  suspended  Bolivia’s  benefits  because  he  said  the  South
American  country  was  not  sufficiently  helping  the  fight  against  drug  trafficking.

The original source of this article is Xinhua News Agency
Copyright © Global Research, Xinhua News Agency, 2010

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/latin-america-caribbean
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/culture-society-history
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/


| 2

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

