
| 1

Video, Tony Blair Speech: Blair Pledges ‘No Excuses’
for Iraq, Then Spends Two Hours Making Excuses
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Global Research, July 07, 2016
RT 6 July 2016

Tony Blair has taken responsibility for the Iraq War but refused to accept that Britain’s
toppling of Saddam Hussein could have anything to do with spreading instability in the
region.

In a nearly two hour-long news conference, the former prime minister said he still believes
he acted in “good faith” and that the decision was the“hardest, most momentous, most
agonizing” one he ever took.

The  Chilcot  report,  however,  suggests  the  legal  base  for  the  move  was  “far  from
satisfactory” and attributes the PM’s decisions to stubbornness.

In his response to the publication of the inquiry into the Iraq War, Blair argued he had to be
a “decision maker” as the country’s leader and that in his judgment the world is today “a
better place without Saddam Hussein.”

He went as far as to regret that current MPs did not support intervention in Syria in 2013,
saying the decision “really dealt a blow” to Britain’s relationship with the US.

But while Tony Blair argued the war was “the right thing to do,” Sir John’s report shows the
call for intervention was based on “Mr. Blair’s determination to stand alongside the US.”

Watching #TonyBlair today convinces me more and more that he is a war
criminal. #Chilcot

— Harry Leslie Smith (@Harryslaststand) 6 July 2016

 

And while Blair insists Chilcot proves there was “no secret commitment to war” made during
his meeting with George W. Bush in April 2002 in Crawford Texas, the report does show
evidence of his continued support for the US president’s own resolutions.

In  a  2002  private  memo  between  the  two  leaders  declassified  on  Wednesday  along  the
Chilcot  report,  Blair  wrote  to  the  US  president:  “I  will  be  with  you,  whatever.”

The  UN  weapons  inspectors  were  at  that  point  still  working  in  Iraq,  having  failed  to  find
weapons  of  mass  destruction.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/russia-today
https://www.rt.com/uk/349709-blair-chilcot-good-excuses/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TonyBlair?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Chilcot?src=hash
https://twitter.com/Harryslaststand/status/750697470649249792
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The killer Blair-Bush memo in today’s #ChilcotReport https://t.co/V0HctTU29b
pic.twitter.com/6KxdJ27fOS

— Paul Waugh (@paulwaugh) 6 July 2016

 

Commenting on words exchanged between Blair and Bush at Camp David, US later that
year, the Chilcot report adds: “Although at that stage no decision had been taken on which
military  package  might  be  offered  to  the  US  for  planning  purposes,  Mr.  Blair  also  told
President  Bush  that,  if  it  came  to  war,  the  UK  would  take  a  significant  military  role.

According to the document, it was also Blair’s idea to link the Afghanistan and Iraq military
interventions as part of a wider campaign to prevent terrorism, “although there was no
evidence of links between Iraq and Al Qaeda.”

Families of soldiers killed in the Iraq War are planning to pursue legal action against the
former prime minister.

US State Department spokesman John Kirby declined to comment when asked about Chilcot
report by the Sputnik news agency.

“The Chilcot Committee was an independent body appointed by the Government of the UK.
Questions  about  the  inquiry  or  those  who  participated  should  be  directed  to  the
Committee,” Kirby said.
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