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“The Biggest prison on earth was not created in June 1967 with the aim of maintaining the
occupation, but rather it was a “practical response to the basic requirements of the Zionist
ideology,” which is to control as much of the land of historic Palestine as possible, and try to
create an absolute Jewish majority, if that Possibly, in Palestine”- Ilan Pappé

***

In his book “The biggest Prison on Earth”, Israeli historian Ilan Pappe presents a historical
account that undermines the Israeli narrative that Israel fought a defensive war to pre-empt
a full-fledged Arab offensive in 1967.

Adds Pappe, in the summer of 1963 — A group of extraordinary Israeli students enrolled in a
one-month course at the University Campus (Givat Ram) and they were almost all of them
with a legal background. The political science department of the Hebrew University took
over the invitation of this group. The course included lectures on military rule in general and
the political situation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and the curriculum also included a
short introduction to Islam. It is noteworthy that the Israeli army had prepared four years
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before  its  occupation  of  the  West  Bank,  to  establish  a  judicial  and  administrative
infrastructure to control the lives of one million Palestinians.

The “Shackham” plan,  which was later merged with the “Granite” plan,  was the most
organized and detailed plan among all the Israeli preparations that preceded 1967 regarding
how to occupy the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Ilan Pappe talks about the support of the extremist nationalist and aggressive Israeli press,
which was supporting these generals and politicians. This idea was deeply rooted in the
curricula and educational texts of the Israeli educational system. This plan was even in
children’s games that included maps of Israel extending over the entire area of the West
Bank and assumed that it would fall into the grip of the occupation.

Which  brings  us  back  to  what  Chomsky  said.  Politicians,  academics,  generals,  and
government  officials  agreed  in  1967  to  turn  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip  into  a  huge
prison,  the  largest  ever  on  earth.

Ilan Pappé is an Israeli historian who belongs to the current of new historians who have
rewritten Israeli history and the history of Zionism.
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