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Big Bankers Say They’re Doing God’s Work…
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The head of Goldman Sachs literally said he’s doing “God’s work” with his banking activities.

The head of Barclays also recently told his congregation that banking as practiced by his
company was not antithetical to Christian principles.

Are they right? Is big banking as practiced by the giant banks in harmony with Christian
principles?

Do Justice

Initially, the Bible does not counsel us to ignore the breaking of laws by the the powerful.

In fact, the Bible mentions justice over 200 times — more than just about any other topic.
The Bible asks us to do justice and to stand up to ANYONE — including the rich or powerful
— who do injustice or oppress the people.

There have been widespread, credible allegations that Goldman Sachs and other giant
banks have broken the law (see this, for example).

Indeed, one of the first things God asks of us is to do justice:

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

While many churches and synagogues have become obsessed with other issues, many have
arguably ignored this most important of God’s demands of us. As pointed out by a leading
Christian  ministry,  which  rescues  underage  girls  trapped  as  sex  slaves  in  third  world
countries:

In Scripture there is a constant call to seek justice. Jesus got upset at the Pharisees because
they neglected the weightier matters of the law, which He defined as justice and the love of
God . . . Isaiah 58 complains about the fact that while the people of God are praying and
praying and praying, they are not doing anything about the injustice.

Should Christians just pray for justice and leave the rest to God?

That’s not what the Bible asks us to do. Instead, Hebrews 11:33 tells us that we are God’s
hands for dispensing justice, and God uses us to “administer justice.”

We have to “walk our talk” and put our prayers into action.
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God demands that we do everything in our power  to act as “God’s hands” in bringing
justice. And as Saint Augustine reminds us, “Charity is no substitute for justice withheld.”

Please reflect on the following Scripture:

The Lord looked and was displeased that there was no justice. He saw that there was no
one, He was appalled that there was no one to intervene. (Isaiah 59:15-16)

This is the only place in the Bible where the word “appalled” is used for the way God feels —
in other words, the only thing which we know God is appalled by is if people are not doing
justice.

There are hundreds of other references to justice in the Bible, including:

Blessed are they who maintain justice . . . . (Psalm 106:3)

This is what the LORD says: Maintain justice and do what is right . . . . (Isiah
56:1)

This is what the LORD says: Do what is just and right. (Jeremiah 22:3,13-17)

Follow justice and justice alone. (Deuteronomy 16:19, 20)

For the LORD is righteous, he loves justice . . . . (Job 11:5,7)

Learn to do right! Seek justice . . . . (Isaiah 1:17)

So if the powerful players in the giant banks broke the laws, they must be held to account.

Manipulating Money

Moreover, there have been credible allegations that Goldman Sachs and other giant banks
manipulate the currency and other markets.

As Ron Paul notes, the Bible forbids altering the quality of money (which, at the time and
place, was entirely in the form of coins):

Even the Bible  is  clear  that  altering the quality  of  money is  an immoral  act.  We are
instructed to follow the rules of “just weights and measures.” “You shall do no injustice in
judgment, in measurement of length, weight, or volume. You shall have just balances, just
weights,  a  just  ephah,  and  a  just  hin”  (Leviticus  19:35-36).  “Diverse  weights  are  an
abomination to the LORD, and a false balance is not good” (Proverbs 20:23). The general
principle can be summed as “You shall not steal.”

Proverbs 11:1 also provides:

Dishonest scales are an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight.

So  to  the  extent  that  the  giant  banks  have  engaged  in  any  dishonest  acts  or  the
manipulation of currencies, they are violating the scripture.
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Of course, any bankers who charge usurious interest rates should remember the little story
about Jesus turning over the money changers’ tables.
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