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Biden Will Ease Sanctions on Venezuela for Maduro
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The Biden administration will ease sanctions on President Nicolás Maduro in Venezuela in
exchange  for  a  commitment  from  the  government  to  dialogue  in  Mexico  City  with
Venezuela’s opposition movement, sources familiar with the matter told McClatchy and the
Miami Herald, marking a turning point in Washington’s pressure campaign on Caracas.

The new U.S. sanctions relief will allow Chevron, a major energy company, to begin talks
over potential future oil production in Venezuela, and will remove Carlos Erik Malpica-Flores,
a former high-ranking energy official in Venezuela and the nephew of Maduro’s wife, from a
U.S. sanctions list.

Maduro walked away from talks with the Venezuelan opposition last fall, all but collapsing
the  fragile  diplomatic  effort.  The  country’s  democratic  leader,  Juan  Guaidó,  whose
movement has faltered over the past year, has rested his negotiating position on continued
U.S. sanctions.

Read the full article here.
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Michael Wilner is McClatchy’s Senior National Security and White House Correspondent. A
member of the White House team since 2019, he led coverage of the federal response to
the coronavirus pandemic. Wilner previously served as Washington bureau chief for The
Jerusalem Post. He holds degrees from Claremont McKenna College and Columbia University
and is a native of New York City.
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as  the  r ight fu l  leader  o f  Venezue la ,  not  N ico las  Maduro  ( r ight ) .  (A lexandros
Michai l idis/Str ingerAl/Shutterstock)
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