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***

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko met with his country’s members of parliament,
members of the Constitutional Commission and other representatives of his government last
week amidst the current crisis with the West that has been escalating since last summer
and has intensified since the Ryanair incident of May 23.

His comments included this somber assessment:

“The time has chosen us. We have found ourselves on the frontline of a new cold, even
freezing cold war. Only countries that will be able to resist this hybrid pressure will hold
out.”

Belarus has been under Western scrutiny and criticism and has been the victim of Western
subversion since last August’s presidential election, with the U.S. and the European Union
supporting  opposition  candidate  Sviatlana  Tsikhanouskaya  against  the  incumbent
Lukashenko.  The  nation  will  soon  face  American  sanctions  as  well.

Lukashenko’s address focused on patriotic values and activities as would be expected under
the circumstances, situating the crisis within the current global context:

“Everyone is trying to tear us apart or to drag us to their side. But we should stay
strong. I have said several times: the price for sovereignty and independence is high.
Every Belarusian may be directly affected by this amid the increased competition in the
world.”

He referred to a multi-dimensional,  multi-level  hybrid war being conducted against  his
government and his nation, stating:

“The goal is clear. We also know who would benefit from demonizing Belarus. We are a
small country, but we will respond appropriately. The world knows examples of similar
situations. Before making any rushed moves, remember, that Belarus is in the center of
Europe, and if things spin out of control here – it will be another world war.”
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World war or not, Northeastern Europe is as likely a location for triggering a nuclear war as
any on the planet.

By way of disclaimer, there are different ways of interpreting his ordering the diversion of a
passenger airline en route to Lithuania and the subsequent detention of a person described
as an opposition activist: Roman Protasevich. It can be asserted that, the West looking for
any pretext to further discredit, isolate and undermine his government, such an action was
feeding into its plans. On the other hand the adage may as well be hung [for stealing] a
sheep as a lamb comes to mind.

Similarly, the use of the words world war can be seen as political rhetoric, as hyperbole, as
an attempt to scare off would-be aggressors. The same language has been used of late on
the other side, if you will, by Ukrainian officials like former president Leonid Kravchuk. The
very fact that those words are used in Europe thirty years after the disappearance of the
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact is itself alarming. But, regrettably, the latter fact is
ignored by the world press.

Lukashenko also sounded this emotional appeal:

“Sensible people understand what is happening. I  would like to ask those who are
behind the provocation: don’t you realize what catastrophic consequences it may bring?
Do you understand what you are doing? You know that we are in the right and that you
will have to answer anyway. Please, stop!”

Sounding defiant (or bluffing, as you will), he added:

“We will respond to all sanctions, attacks, and provocations accordingly. We do not
want to start a fight in the center of the continent. We do not want this, we have had
enough. But the West does not leave us other options.”

Belarus is a member of the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) with Russia,
Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, and as such could appeal to its fellow
members for assistance in the event of  military aggression by NATO from neighboring
Lithuania  and Poland.  However,  after  Georgia  invaded South  Ossetia  in  2008 and the
resultant war with Russia, the CSTO did not support Russia. Lukashenko embraced Georgian
President Mikheil Saakashvili, the aggressor in the conflict, immediately afterwards, as he’s
recently  done with  Azerbaijani  President  Ilham Aliyev following the latter’s  invasion of
Nagorno-Karabakh and armed conflict with Armenia (a CSTO member) last year.

In language bold (and rather grand) for a small  and besieged nation, Lukashenko also
stated:

“If the West does not want to be our friendly neighbor – so be it. We will compensate for
the sanctions by stepping up our activities and presence in other markets. We will turn
away from the ageing Europe to rapidly growing Asia. Belarus is ready to become a
part, an outpost of new Eurasia.”

On May 26 the nation’s foreign minister, Vladimir Makei, sounded a comparable note in
quoting a recent comment by former U.S. national security adviser John Bolton, one ominous
in its implications:
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“Ukraine and Belarus should be admitted to NATO in order to eliminate the ‘gray zone’
that has arisen between Russia and the countries of the North Atlantic Alliance. Belarus
is the hardest challenge of all, with alliance membership inconceivable for quite some
time.  Yet  however  difficult  it  may  be,  the  U.S.  cannot  leave  Belarus  to  Moscow
uncontested.”

He also noted that, as always, under the guise of human rights the West is undermining the
sovereignty of a non-aligned nation and in doing so is launching a direct attack on its
independence.

Today Foreign Minister Makei is cited, in what one hopes is not mere wishful thinking,
contending  that  Russia  has  at  long  last  dropped its  blinders,  abandoned its  prostrate
position and recognized what the West – the U.S., NATO and the European Union – is up to.
A consummation devoutly to be wished – if true.

In a statement that may be nine-tenths bravado but is interesting nonetheless, he claimed
the West is “very nervous about the fact that the world is becoming multipolar, that there
have emerged many major geopolitical players, the opinion of which should be taken into
account.”

The Belarusian foreign minister elaborated as follows:

“I agree with my colleague Sergey Lavrov, who said that the world has ceased to be
Western-centric.  For the five hundred years,  the West dictated to us the conditions of
how to live,  what to do, what rules to live by. Today there are major geopolitical
players: China is one of the largest economies in the world, India has been growing
rapidly,  Russia  has  taken  off  rose-colored  glasses  that  it  had  in  the  1990s  and  early
2000s, got up from its knees and now sees what the West is like.”

Such a realization, and actions commensurate with it, had they occurred decades ago may
have saved humanity almost incalculable suffering from the Middle East to South Asia, from
North and Northeast Africa to Eastern Europe. Pray it’s not too late to reverse the course of
the past thirty years, the era of global NATO and its wars against defenseless nations on
three continents.

*
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