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The Bamiyan Buddhas were destroyed by an intolerant sect pretending to follow Islam.
Buddhism all across Asia grieved. The West hardly paid attention.

The remaining ruins of Babylon, and the attached museum, were occupied, plundered and
vandalized by a US Marine base during Shock and Awe in 2003. The West paid no attention.

Vast tracts of Palmyra – a legendary Silk Road oasis – were destroyed by another intolerant
sect pretending to follow Islam with their backs covered by layers of Western “intelligence”.
The West paid no attention.

Scores of Catholic and Orthodox churches in Syria were burnt to the ground by the same
intolerant  sect  pretending to follow Islam with their  backs sponsored and weaponized,
among others, by the US, Britain and France. The West paid no attention whatsoever.

Notre-Dame, which in many ways can be construed as the Matrix of the West, is partially
consumed by a theoretically blind fire.

Especially  the  roof;  hundreds  of  oak  beams,  some  dating  back  to  the  13th  century.
Metaphorically,  this  could  be  interpreted  as  the  burning  of  the  roof  over  the  West’s
collective heads.

Bad karma? Finally?

Now back to the nitty-gritty.

Notre-Dame belongs to the French state, which had been paying little to no attention to a
gothic jewel that traversed eight centuries.

Fragments of arcades, chimeras, reliefs, gargoyles were always falling to the ground and
kept in an improvised deposit in the back of the cathedral.

Only last year Notre-Dame got a check for 2 million euros to restore the spire – which
burned to the ground yesterday.

To restore the whole cathedral would have cost 150 million euros, according to the top
world expert on Notre-Dame, who happens to be an American, Andrew Tallon.

Recently, the custodians of the cathedral and the French state were actually at war.

The French state was making at least 4 million euros a year, charging tourists to enter the
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Twin (Bell) Towers but putting back only 2 million euros for the maintenance of Notre-Dame.

The rector of Notre-Dame refused to charge for a ticket to enter the cathedral – as it
happens, for example, at the Duomo in Milan.

Notre-Dame basically survives on donations – which pay the salaries of only 70 employees
who need not only to supervise the masses of tourists but also to organize eight masses a
day.

The French state’s  proposal  to  minimize the ordeal;  organize a  beneficent  lottery.  That  is;
privatize what is a state commitment and obligation.

So  yes:  Sarkozy  and  Macron,  their  whole  administrations,  are  directly  and  indirectly
responsible for the fire.

Now comes the Notre-Dame of Billionaires.

Pinault (Gucci, St. Laurent) pledged 100 million euros from his personal fortune for the
restoration.  Arnault  (Louis  Vuitton Moet Hennessy)  doubled down,  pledging 200 million
euros.

So why not privatize this damn fine piece of real estate – disaster capitalism-style? Welcome
to Notre-Dame luxury condo, hotel and attached mall.

*
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Pepe Escobar is correspondent-at-large at Asia Times. His latest book is 2030. Follow him
on Facebook.
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