Baghdad Deﬁes Washington: Iraq and Russia Agree
to Hit ISIS Militants Heading from Syria to Iraq
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Iraqi Parliament’s National Security and Defense Committee Hakem al-Zameli said that
Baghdad and Moscow have agreed to hit ISIL militants heading from Syria to Iraq.
In a statement released on Friday, Zameli said that the joint data center between Iraq, Syria
and Russia was still in its initial stage, noting that however, it has oﬀered important
intelligence information which helped end the battle in Baiji, raqi TV, al-Sumaria reported on
Friday.
Syria oﬀered important information about the position of ISIL (so-called Islamic State in
Iraq and Levant), Zameli said in the statement.
“Iraq agreed with Russia, which leads the joint data center, to hit ISIL militants heading from
Syria to Iraq,” Zameli said, pointing out that this move weakens ISIL militants as it cuts oﬀ
supply routes of the Takﬁri insurgents.
Earlier on Wednesday, Reuters news agency reported that Iraqi Prime Minister Haider alAbadi is under pressure to seek anti-ISIL strikes from Russia.
Iraq’s ruling alliance and powerful Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) have urged Abadi to
request Russian air strikes against ISIL.
The agency quoted quoted two members of parliament as saying that the prime minister
was under “tremendous pressure” from the ruling National Alliance to request Russian
intervention.
The United States is leading a 60-plus member coalition allegedly targeting ISIL Takﬁri group
(so-called Islamic State in Iraq and Levant) in Iraq and Syria and has been carrying out
frequent raids for more than a year.
The strikes have failed to turn the tide in the war against the Takﬁri militants who have
declared a caliphate and want to redraw the map of the Middle East.
Meanwhile, and under the request of the Syrian government, Russia also is launching an air
campaign against ISIL and other terrorists.
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