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U.S. politicians have cried wolf over austerity long enough for the public to ignore them. A
perfect time, then, for politicians to actually unleash the wolves. Barring an unlikely last
minute deal, here’s a short list of some of the massive, national bi-partisan-created austerity
cuts, according to the New York Times: 

-600,000 food stamp recipients will be cut from the program

-Massive education cuts. According to President Obama:

“Once these cuts take effect thousands of teachers and educators will be laid off and tens of
thousands of parents will have to scramble to find child care for their kids. ”

-12 billion in Medicare cuts (more to come after 2013)

-Millions receiving unemployment will see their checks cut by 11% (an average of 132 a
month)

-Federal funds to state governments will be cut, creating even more deficits for states and
municipalities, and thus more localized cuts (the states have already made austerity cuts of
$337 billion!)

Also, 700,000 jobs are expected to be loss, while 70,000 kids are also expected to be kicked
off of Head Start

And this is just for 2013. The current plan for the austerity “sequester” cuts is $100 billion of
federal cuts every year for ten years, equaling massive cuts to jobs, Medicare, education,
and completely destroying federally funded social programs.

Will it actually happen this time? The New York Times reports: 

“In  private,  Capitol  Hill  staff  members  and  members  of  Congress  have
admitted  that  there  are  no  viable  plans  on  the  horizon  to  delay  or  offset  the
cuts.”

The finger pointing in Washington, D.C. has already reached a crescendo, with the perverted
logic being that, if both parties are to blame, it’s really no one’s fault. In reality Democrats
and Republicans created these “sequester” cuts, and they can just as easily undo them with
a snap of the finger.Both parties are choosing not to delete the cuts. They just don’t want
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political responsibility for the fallout, which many economists have predicted will push the
U.S. economy over the edge into official recession.

Obama has predictably blamed the Republicans for this mess, even though he personally
began  this  process  by  creating  the  “deficit  reduction  commission”  that  helped  shape  the
cuts (keep in mind there is zero debt crisis that calls for such drastic measures).

Obama  could  also  just  as  easily  appeal  to  the  American  public  —over  the  heads  of
congressmen — to demand that the cuts be shelved forever. Instead, he’s proposing a
“grand bargain” deal that he knows the Republicans won’t go for.

What’s in Obama’s grand bargain deal? According to the White House website:

-$130 billion in “savings” [cuts] to Social Security, by implementing a “superlative CPI.”

-$35 billion in “savings” [cuts] to the retirement of federal employees.

– $400 billion in health care “savings” [cuts], much of it Medicare cuts.

Obama cynically fails to mention the words Social Security or Medicare in the above plan,
choosing instead to write in code (“superlative Consumer Price Index”). Obama’s plan to
avoid the March 1st cuts still assumes that $500 billion in cuts will be implemented over the
next ten years, as opposed to $1trillion.

But his plan is just a distraction. Obama knows his plan has no chance of being passed by
March 1st. He’s falsely portraying his plan as the only alternative to the March 1st cuts,
even though a far better idea — the one preferred by a vast majority of Americans — is to
simply to shelve the sequester cuts forever. To not put forth this option makes Obama
complicit in the cuts.

Many pundits  have speculated that  Congress will  allow the cuts to go into effect  for  three
weeks,  since  March 27th  marks  a  fiscal  deadline  that  will  pressure  Congress  to  maneuver
anew.  This might trigger a new round of haggling over a new “grand bargain” that again
targets “entitlement programs” and re-packages the massive cuts into a prettier box. The
party that does the most effective finger pointing after the March 1st cuts will be in the best
position to dictate matters post-March 27th, so say the pundits.

Whatever the actual result, the Democrats and Republicans share similar enough visions
that massive cuts to cherished social programs appear to be inevitable. Much of the made-
for-TV bickering is pure political posturing, meant to fool the working people most affected
by these cuts into believing it’s “the other party” that’s responsible.

Politicians have been able to get away with this disgusting behavior because there are very
few  independent  voices  telling  the  truth  about  what’s  happening.  Many  labor  and
progressive groups are consciously lying about the dynamic, placing blame squarely on the
Republicans, thus allowing the Democrats not to be held accountable for their pandering to
the corporate elite’s demand to use austerity to attack the social safety net. In reality both
parties are jointly attacking working and poor people via austerity, on a city, state, and
national level.

If Labor and community groups united in a demand of ‘No Cuts, Tax the Rich’ and organized
massive mobilizations, there would be a very different public debate happening right now.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/22/sequester-recession_n_2741558.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/deficit_reduction_table_bucketed_r8.pdf
http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21572190-ships-lie-uselessly-anchor-and-lay-offs-loom-deep-congress-imposed-spending-cuts-look


| 3

It’s not too late for these groups to tear themselves from the jaws of their attackers.

Shamus Cooke is a social service worker, trade unionist, and writer for Workers Action
(www.workerscompass.org) He can be reached at shamuscooke@gmail.com

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/24/us/politics/hard-budget-realities-as-agencies-prepare-to-detail-r
eductions.html?hp&_r=0

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/obama-sequester-budget-cuts-slow-economy-eliminate-good-18
574948

http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=711
http://www.ibtimes.com/cost-sequestration-700000-jobs-may-be-lost-across-board-budget-cuts-throu
gh-2014-gdp-growth-may-slow
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/22/sequester-recession_n_2741558.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/deficit_reduction_table_bucketed_r8.pdf
http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21572190-ships-lie-uselessly-anchor-and-lay-offs-loo
m-deep-congress-imposed-spending-cuts-look

 

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Shamus Cooke, Global Research, 2013

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Shamus Cooke

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.workerscompass.org
http://us.mc1620.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=shamuscooke@gmail.com
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/24/us/politics/hard-budget-realities-as-agencies-prepare-to-detail-reductions.html?hp&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/24/us/politics/hard-budget-realities-as-agencies-prepare-to-detail-reductions.html?hp&_r=0
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/obama-sequester-budget-cuts-slow-economy-eliminate-good-18574948
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/obama-sequester-budget-cuts-slow-economy-eliminate-good-18574948
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=711
http://www.ibtimes.com/cost-sequestration-700000-jobs-may-be-lost-across-board-budget-cuts-through-2014-gdp-growth-may-slow
http://www.ibtimes.com/cost-sequestration-700000-jobs-may-be-lost-across-board-budget-cuts-through-2014-gdp-growth-may-slow
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/22/sequester-recession_n_2741558.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/deficit_reduction_table_bucketed_r8.pdf
http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21572190-ships-lie-uselessly-anchor-and-lay-offs-loom-deep-congress-imposed-spending-cuts-look
http://www.economist.com/news/united-states/21572190-ships-lie-uselessly-anchor-and-lay-offs-loom-deep-congress-imposed-spending-cuts-look
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/shamus-cooke
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/shamus-cooke
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

