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Atlantic Council Podium Used to Force European
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Wess  Mitchell,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  European  and  Eurasian  Affairs,  the
administration’s top diplomat focused on Europe and Eurasia, has warned that Europe’s
energy  dependence  on  Russia  is  unacceptable  for  the  United  States.  That  official  was
addressing the Atlantic Council’s “Championing the Frontlines of Freedom, Erasing the Grey
Zone” event on October 18. According to him, the competition between the great powers
has returned to become “the defining geopolitical fact of our time.”

Through their  lack of  vigilance,  European and American officials  have allowed the growing
Russian and Chinese influence in that region to “sneak up on us.”

“Western Europeans cannot continue to deepen energy dependence on the
same Russia that America defends it against. Or enrich themselves from the
same Iran that is building ballistic missiles that threaten Europe,” the assistant
secretary emphasized. Adding, “It is not acceptable for US allies in central
Europe  to  support  projects  like  Turkstream  2  and  maintain  cozy  energy
deals that make the region more vulnerable to the very Russia that these
states joined NATO to protect themselves against.”

Something else that was highly interesting was his mention of Belarus along with Ukraine
and Georgia as allies. The assistant secretary believes that

“[t]he new principle is respect for the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the
allies:  Ukraine,  Georgia  and  even  Belarus.  Washington  expects  states  to
respect the rights of their neighbors.”

This makes one wonder if the Belarusian government knows it has been granted a new
status.  The  official  also  mentioned  Iran,  which  should  not  be  allowed  to  sell  oil  to  Europe
because it has refused to abandon its ballistic missile program. Washington calls “on our
allies to follow our lead and strengthen their laws to better screen foreign investments in
their countries for national security threats.”

So, the US laws are flawless, its allies are not viewed as equal partners because they must
follow America’s lead, or, in other words, do what they are told, and it’s up to Washington,
not the national governments and parliaments, to decide what investments they need and
where that money should come from. The leaders of the Central and Eastern European
states  should  find  it  awkward,  being  rebuked  for  having  overlooked  “the  foundational
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importance of the nation-state and national sovereignty,” while allowing unfriendly China
and Russia to move in.

“Our allies in Central Europe must not be under any illusions that these powers
are their friends,” Mr. Mitchell explained.

Obviously, he is quite sure that the governments of these nations are unable to grasp who is
their friend and who is not. They are as naïve as small children. It’s good that the US is right
here ready to enlighten them.

This highly-placed diplomat went on to explain that the United States should be seen as the
protector of sovereignty, as it “rejects Russia’s territorial aggression against its neighbor
Ukraine and [rejects] China’s predatory ‘debt-mongering’ throughout Central and Eastern
Europe.” 

Unlike its rivals, America does not seek dependencies, but rather independent states that
should be “willing and able to share the burden of Western defense.”  So, here is what
independence à l’américaine is like, with its friends and allies absolutely free to comply with
their  protector’s instructions offering specific guidance about exactly how much they have
to pay for defense, what investments to bring in, who to be friendly with, and how they
should properly view the situation in their own region. Whatever happens in Central and
Eastern Europe, everything has to revolve around the US.

“The United States has long had a tradition of not interfering in the details of European
integration,” Mr. Mitchell assured us. Of course, telling the UK PM to sue the EU and thus
expedite Brexit can certainly not be seen as interfering in European integration. Suggesting
to French President  Macron that  he take France out  of  the EU is  another  example of
noninterference.  The  Assistant  Secretary  expressed  confidence  that  the  allies  could  “beat
back its competitors in Europe” with a little help from their American friends.

Also addressing the Atlantic Council’s October 18 conference, US Special Representative for
Ukraine, Kurt Volker, revealed that Washington plans to stiffen the sanctions regime against
Moscow “every month or two” to make it more amenable over Ukraine. The new policy
suggests increasing the sanctions periodically, over time. Those remarks came after Russian
President Vladimir Putin told the Valdai Club in Sochi that he hoped that a government more
friendly toward Russia emerges from the Ukrainian presidential election that will be held on
March 31.

Mr. Volker defied logic. On the one hand, he cited his “estimation… that the chances of their
changing position now are lower then they were even a year ago.” Nevertheless, the best
strategy for the West is to maintain pressure on Moscow through those economic sanctions
—i.e., sticking to the very same measures that have proven to be useless, given that the
“chances of their changing position now are lower.” So, the US and its allies should continue
to implement a policy doomed to failure! But the ambassador states,

 “I think we need to keep on track. I believe that sanctions do have an impact
and we see evidence of that in Russia.”

What a bizarre way to convince his listeners!
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“This is a shockingly big and important humanitarian catastrophe that no one talks about.
We have over 10,000 people killed,” exclaimed this official who represents a nation that has
just sent Ukraine, a country notorious for the corruption in its military ranks, a shipment of
lethal arms so that it can kill more of its own citizens or let the weapons systems fall into the
wrong hands and be used to kill other people outside of Ukraine. The “wrong hands” could
use those weapons against US military. With this kind of people you never know.

There is no penetrating insight, no reading between the lines, no wasting time on anything
like analysis, and no attempts to find the logic in anything that’s said — nothing like that is
required. It’s easy to understand highly-placed US State Department officials.  You guys do
what you are told, or else. And, just in case, don’t forget that your best friend and closest
ally overseas carries a big stick to force you to march in step. These speeches are delivered
from time to time to ensure that their “dear allies” remember that. The Atlantic Council’s
podium fits the bill.

*
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