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As Saudi-Led Attack on Hodeidah Escalates, Yemeni
Tribes Bolster Resistance
Since 2015, when the U.S.-Saudi-led coalition launched its military campaign
against Yemen, about 15,000 civilians have been killed and 3,000 injured,
according new statistics made available to MintPress by The Legal Center for
Rights and Development.
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The attack on Hodeidah — Yemen’s fourth largest city and predominant port on the Red
Sea, responsible for providing over 70 percent of Yemenis’ food, aid and medicine — has
gained speed this week as the U.S.-Saudi-led coalition rejected an initiative from the United
Nations envoy to Yemen, Martin Griffiths, aimed at ending the fighting in the port city and
surrounding area.

Griffiths had presented a plan on June 3, during his visit to Sana’a, in an effort to stop the
fighting  along  Yemen’s  West  Coast,  but  the  plan  was  rejected  by  the  Saudi-led  coalition
despite  having  been  supported  by  the  Houthi  rebels.

“We have accepted that the United Nations have a technical and logistic role in
the port of Hodeidah but the enemies have refused to do so,” stated Houthi
leader Abdulmalik al-Houthi during a televised speech on Friday marking the
anniversary of Al-Sarkha (“the slogan”) — the day of Houthis’ declaration of
opposition to U.S. policies in the Middle East in 2002. “The enemies’ excuses
were cut off by our initiative,” he added.

Earlier this month on July 4, Martin Griffiths said that he had held talks with al-Houthi. During
a press conference that same day, Griffiths stated

“I’m greatly reassured by the messages I have received [from the Houthis],
which have been positive and constructive.”

The  Saudi-led  coalition,  however,  rejected  Griffiths’  efforts.  The  coalition,  which  has  been
waging a war against Yemen since early 2015, claims that the Houthis are using Hodeidah
for  weapons  deliveries,  an  allegation  rejected  by  Hodeidah`s  local  residents  and  the
Houthis.

However, the Hodeidah port is the lifeline for the majority of Yemen’s population, which is
why Saudi Arabia has make it into a target, attacking the Yemenis’ lifeline to survival. An
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attack against it threatens over 70 percent of the population, who are in need of relief aid
like food,  fuel  and medicine owing to  Saudi  Arabia’s  ongoing war  against  the poorest
country in the Middle East.

As a result of the coalition’s rejection of the UN-backed initiative, the Houthis as well as
Hodeidah`s local residents have threatened to turn Hodeidah into a graveyard of Saudi and
UAE troops and their mercenaries, who are engaging in a genocidal war against Yemen that
has left over 10,000 civilians dead and nearly a million injured, and who are using the
blockade of humanitarian aid as a weapon of war.

The Saudi-led blockade of Hodeidah port over the last two years — which has prevented
medical supplies, food and humanitarian aid from reaching Yemen — has created one of the
worst humanitarian disasters of the modern era. Due to the blockade and the the Saudi-led
coalition’s bombing campaign in the region, the UN estimates that over 18 million Yemenis
may die of hunger by the end of 2018.

On Friday, addressing his supporters via a televised speech broadcast from the Yemeni
capital city of Sana’a, al-Houthi said:

The aggressors  are expending all  their  efforts  to  overrun the western coastal
province of Hodeidah, but are confronted with strong popular resistance. They
have  dismally  failed  in  their  attacks.  We  will  recruit  more  fighters  to  turn
Hodeidah  into  a  graveyard  of  enemies.”

Yemeni tribes join battle

Local tribes have gathered in the Yemeni capital of Sana’a to voice their support for the
Tahamah  residents  and  the  Houthis  in  their  fight  to  hold  onto  Hodeidah,  as  the  city  is  a
lifeline for the majority of Yemen’s population. Cars containing willing fighters and supplies
left Sana’a for Hodeidah on Sunday, as tribal leaders pledged to take their battle to the front
lines.

Nabaih  Abbu  Nashtan,  the  leader  of  Arhab  tribes  from  all  Houthi-controlled  districts,
declared  during  a  large  tribal  gathering,  which  also  included  many  tribal  sheiks  from
southern Yemen:

Today, we tell the enemies that there are men headed to the coast. We are
ready for the battle [of Hodeidah] on all battlefronts. We are ready for the
enemies, more than they can ever imagine.”

Meanwhile, the Saudi-led coalition, supported by the United States and the United Kingdom,
has stepped up its airstrikes against civilians and displaced people throughout Hodeidah,
conducting five airstrikes on the Salif district and the island of Kamaran on Monday. Those
strikes resulted in the deaths of six civilians when UAE airstrikes bombed a house in Zabid
city.

Another civilian was killed and six more were injured when airstrikes targeted a bus in the
road between Zabaid and Al Jarahi cities. Saudi-led Coalition warplanes using U.S. munitions
also bombed regional farms in the city of Bajel. Another Saudi bombing in Sa’ada, in the
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north of Yemen, killed two children and injured two more, while artillery targeted the Shada
and Baqim districts also in the northern Province of Sa’ada, where there were no immediate
reports of possible casualties.

According to a statement of the Coast Guard Department obtained by MintPress, more than
97 Yemeni fishermen have been killed and 47 injured by coalition warplanes and warships
around Hodeidah since the beginning of 2017. Over that same time frame, 34 fishing boats
have  been  destroyed.  Furthermore,  Saudi  warships  have  detained  477  fisherman,  100  of
whom continue to be detained along with 45 of their fishing boats, according to information
from Yemen’s Coast Guard.

Since 2015, when the U.S.-Saudi-led coalition launched its military campaign against Yemen,
about 15,000 civilians have been killed and 3,000 injured, according new statistics made
available to MintPress by The Legal Center for Rights and Development.

*

Ahmed AbdulKareem is a Yemeni journalist. He covers the war in Yemen for MintPress News
and local Yemeni media.

Featured image is from Yemenpress.

The original source of this article is MintPress News
Copyright © Ahmed AbdulKareem, MintPress News, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ahmed
AbdulKareem

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.mintpressnews.com/hodeidah-yemeni-tribes/245956/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ahmed-abdul-kareem
https://www.mintpressnews.com/hodeidah-yemeni-tribes/245956/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ahmed-abdul-kareem
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ahmed-abdul-kareem
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

