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Monsanto didn't achieve $11.8 billion in sales and 404 facilities in 66 countries all on its
own.

The company is valued at $60 billion in the marketplace with 525 million shares
outstanding, but the three largest mutual fund shareholders, Vanguard, Fidelity and State
Street, own nearly 16 percent of Monsanto stock. By comparison, the seed giant’s CEO Hugh
Grant owns less than 1 percent.

This all means there’s a solid chance that the toxic law manipulator may be nestled
somewhere in your mutual fund or 401(k) plan. Those findings are part of a six-month
investigation by Food Democracy Now! that results in the launch of a global divestment
campaign against Monsanto.

Whether it's by contacting a financial advisor to dump Monsanto investments or
strategically opting into funds that aren’t linked to Monsanto or other chemical or biotech
companies, the organization is encouraging people around the world to divest.

“Monsanto is a ruthless corporation that operates beyond the ethical boundaries of what is
acceptable for a healthy democratic society, said Dave Murphy, founder and Executive
Director of Food Democracy Now!, said in a statement. “For decades its executives lied
about the harm of its toxic chemicals, intimidated scientists and bullied farmers to put
profits over human health and public safety.

“It's time to broaden socially responsible investing to confront the significant harms
that Monsanto has caused.”

The organization likens Monsanto to tobacco corporations like Philip Morris and RJR Reynolds
that most never knowingly invest in.

Last year, Monsanto spent $4.5 million in opposition of a Washington State bill to
require mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods. In February, an International
Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health study linked Monsanto’s Roundup weed
killer to a fatal chronic kidney disease impacting poor farming areas around the world.

Food Democracy bills its campaign as a way for people to stop unknowingly profiting from
such activities and stop “financing them as they poison the planet, contaminate our food

| 1


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brandon-baker
http://ecowatch.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/biotechnology-and-gmo
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/environment
http://ecowatch.com/2013/04/03/monsanto-corporate-profile-sheds-light-ge-giant/
http://www.fooddemocracynow.org/
http://action.fooddemocracynow.org/sign/take_the_Monsanto_stock_plunge/
http://action.fooddemocracynow.org/sign/take_the_Monsanto_stock_plunge/
http://ecowatch.com/2014/04/10/investing-monsantos-toxic-legacy/%20http://ecowatch.com/2013/09/11/monsanto-spends-millions-to-oppose-ge-labeling/
http://ecowatch.com/news/food-agriculture/gmo-genetically-modified-organism/
http://ecowatch.com/2014/02/26/study-connects-monsantos-roundup-to-fatal-kidney-disease-epidemic/
http://ecowatch.com/2013/05/03/study-links-monsantos-roundup-autism-parkinsons-alzheimers/
http://ecowatch.com/2013/05/03/study-links-monsantos-roundup-autism-parkinsons-alzheimers/

supply and corrupt our democracy.” Here's an excerpt from the |etter to executives at
Fidelity, Vanguard and Street State that the organization is asking people to sign:

“As the manufacturers of Agent Orange, DDT, and PCBs, Monsanto’s corporate executives
intentionally ignored the warning of their own scientists for decades regarding the harmful
and even deadly effects these products had on their workers, communities where the
chemicals were manufactured and even America’s veterans ...

Remove Monsanto’s stock from any open-ended fund under your management.
| urge you to take this important step for people and the planet.

It’s time to take a stand for future generations.”
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