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Are there no bounds to hypocrisy? The London Times is reporting that Israel is seriously
considering using nuclear weapons against Iran so that Iran does not threaten the world
with nuclear weapons. That would break all irony records.
If Iran is at best two years away from developing a nuclear weapon and they say they have
no intention of even building one, let alone using it against anybody and Israel says they are
planning to use one against Iran, shouldn’t we be considering preemptive military action
against Israel instead?
We claim that we care about non-proliferation. We claim that we care about the use of
weapons of mass destruction (WMD). Then shouldn’t our top priority be to stop Israel?
Or could it be that we are wildly hypocritical and don’t give a damn about weapons of mass
destruction as long as it is our friends who use them? Remember we didn’t mind at all when
Saddam used WMD against Iran, because at the time he was on our side.
If we condone Israel using a nuclear weapon against a Muslim country, then we will not have
a “war on terror” anymore, we will have the “war against Islam” that some of the
conservative nut-jobs in this country have been hoping and pushing for. Do you know that
there are one billion Muslims in the world? One billion.
This plan is okay we’re told because these will only be “tactical” nuclear weapons. Are there
ones with no tactics? I am sure that the 70 million people in Iran and the rest of the Muslim
world will understand this distinction. No, don’t worry, the nuclear fallout that killed your
children was from a tactical nuclear weapon.
I don’t know why Israel is threatening to do this, whether it’s to get us to start a war with
Iran instead (how does it make it better for us if we ﬁght Israel’s irrational war for it) or to
scare Iran into cooperating or because they’re actually going to do it. But it’s madness all
the same.
Even threatening to use nuclear weapons against another sovereign country is a complete
abdication of the moral high ground. Then you have absolutely no right to complain about
the idea that Iran might use them at a later time. You are, in essence, saying it is perfectly
acceptable to use them.
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If Israel actually goes through with this, they will be an international pariah and they should
no longer be considered an ally. There is no legitimate excuse to do a nuclear ﬁrst strike.
This isn’t even about Israel’s concern that Iran would ever use their non-existent nuclear
weapons. They know that even Iran isn’t crazy enough to risk the lives of every one of their
citizens by dropping a nuclear bomb on Israel – and that would clearly be the retaliation
they would face.
Instead, this is about Iran gaining bargaining leverage in the Middle East. If Israel is willing
to nuke a country to make sure they don’t have slightly better leverage in the region, then
their government is far more hideous than I think (I assume and hope that the government
considering this barbaric idea doesn’t truly represent the will of the Israeli people).
Finally, if Israel launches a nuclear ﬁrst strike, it will absolutely guarantee a nuclear build-up
in the Middle East, and the rest of the world. If there are countries in the world that are
willing to use nuclear weapons on countries that did not attack them, then all other nations
must be prepared and must have deterrence of their own. It would be irrational and
irresponsible of any government not to build up their own nuclear arsenal to prevent
countries like Israel from attacking them.
It must be noted in the end that this has not happened yet. It is grossly irresponsible and
counterproductive to even suggest the possibility, as apparently some in the Israeli
government have. But Israel has not launched their nukes yet. I hope that they are bluﬃng.
But if they are not and they go through with this plan, it would be unconscionable to support
them. If they use nuclear weapons against a country that did not attack them, we must end
our relationship with them and let the world know they are no longer our ally.
http://www.huﬃngtonpost.com/cenk-uygur/are-we-still-going-to-sup_b_38001.html

The original source of this article is Huﬃngton Post
Copyright © Cenk Uygur, Huﬃngton Post, 2007

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page
Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by:

Cenk Uygur

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been speciﬁcally authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an eﬀort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without proﬁt to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

|2

|3

