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Mike Pompeo removes any doubt about the purpose of the administration’s Iran policy of
regime change in all but name:
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has said that “the sanctions on Iran have
an ultimate goal” of “creating an outcome where the Iranian people could have
better lives than they have today under this tyrannical regime”.
In other words, the sanctions are intended to create so much misery and upheaval that they
cause the regime to collapse. That means there is nothing that the Iranian government
could do short of abolishing its current political system that would satisfy the administration
so that they would agree to lift the sanctions that they illegitimately reimposed last year.
We know Iran’s government isn’t going to do that. Contrary to what Pompeo claims here,
this wouldn’t lead to “an outcome where the Iranian people could have better lives.” It
threatens to plunge their country into disorder if it “works,” and it promises economic ruin
for tens of millions of people no matter what happens to the government. There is no
realistic scenario where the Iranian people aren’t left worse oﬀ at the end than they were
before the sanctions were reimposed.
We also know that the sanctions primarily harm the civilian population by ravaging their
economy, impeding their ability to import basic goods, destroying their savings, driving up
their cost of living, bankrupting their businesses, and taking away their jobs. Were it not for
the reimposed sanctions, many Iranians would already be enjoying somewhat better lives as
a result of foreign investment and trade following the successful negotiation of the JCPOA.
Because of the sanctions, that prospect of a moderately better future has been cut oﬀ for
many years to come. The idea that the people responsible for the Iran sanctions actually
desire “better lives” for the population that they are strangling is a sick joke, and news
outlets that don’t acknowledge the obvious contradiction between administration rhetoric
and the eﬀect that administration policies are having on the civilian population in Iran are
failing in their reporting.
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