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Amnesty Raises Alarm as Israel Shuts Palestinian
Health Provider
Union of Health Workers Committee closure will have ‘catastrophic
consequences’ on Palestinian healthcare, group says.
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***

Israel’s move to shut down a key healthcare body in the occupied territories will  have
“catastrophic consequences” for Palestinians in need of medical attention, global rights
group Amnesty International warned.

Israeli  army forces raided the Palestinian Union of  Health Workers  Committee (UHWC)
headquarters in Ramallah on Wednesday, breaking down the door, confiscating computers
and memory drives, and issuing a military order forcing the office to close for six months.

The  UHWC  runs  hospitals  and  health  clinics  for  marginalised  communities  and  has
repeatedly been targeted by Israeli forces, Amnesty said.

Employees  have  faced  harassment  and  arrest  for  the  health  providers’  alleged  affiliation
with the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, a political party with an armed wing.

“Israel’s shutdown of its headquarters will have major consequences for the provision of
essential health services to thousands of Palestinians, a programme for women’s health
that  was  at  the  headquarters  has  now stopped,”  Saleh  Higazi,  Amnesty’s  deputy
director for the Middle East and North Africa, said in a statement.

Read the full article on Al Jazeera.
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