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Featured image: Israel Air Force Brig. Gen. Zvika Haimovich, the IDF’s air defense commander, left, with
U.S. Army Maj. Gen. John Gronski at the ground-breaking ceremony for the new permanent U.S. Army
base in Israel. (Israel Defense Forces)
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America’s military footprint extends worldwide, a global empire of bases, countless
numbers, well over a thousand, many not publicly revealed.

The late Chalmers Johnson earlier said

“(o)nce upon a time, you could trace the spread of imperialism by counting up
colonies.”

“America’s version of the colony is the military base; and by following the
changing politics of global basing, one can learn much about our ever more all-
encompassing imperial footprint and the militarism that grows with it, (far)
more than in past empires.”

“A well-entrenched militarism (lies) at the heart of our imperial adventures.
Each year, (Washington) spends more on our armed forces than all others
nations on earth combined (to garrison troops” in more than two-thirds of
countries worldwide - Israel the latest.

During WW 11, Orwell said it’s “difficult to go anywhere in London without having the feeling
that Britain is now occupied (US) territory.”

The same holds today for scores of countries. And with occupation comes unacceptable
noise, pollution, environmental destruction, expropriation of valuable public and private
land, along with drunken, disorderly, and abusive soldiers, committing rape, murder and
crimes most often unaccountably because of US-imposed Status of Forces Agreements
(SOFAs) - license for America to do what it pleases, ignoring laws of host nations.

Bases are positioned to wage wars anywhere with forces near targeted countries. Wherever
they go, their presence is intrusive, hostile, and detrimental to local populations.
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For the first time, the Pentagon established a permanent military base in Israel, located at
the Mashabim air base in the Negev desert.

On Monday, Israeli General Tzvika Haimovitch announced it, saying it demonstrates “years-
old alliance between the United States and the State of Israel.”

It's a “base within a base,” run by the US military’s European Command (EUCOM) for small
numbers of US forces, unrelated to defense, solely for regional offense if ordered.

The region’s main problem is US and Israeli imperial aims. Neither country is threatened by
anyone. They threaten everyone regionally and worldwide.
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My newest book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive
for Hegemony Risks WW II1.”
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