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America’s Drone Wars: Drone ‘beast’ captured in
Iran – others rampage in Afghanistan and Gaza
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RQ-170 Sentinel drone

There has been intense media coverage of the downing of a US drone in Iran over the past
week.  Iran has previously claimed that it has shot down ‘Western drones’ (as we reported
here) but they have never provided proof despite saying they would.

Initially the US denied any of their drone had been downed and then said that the drone
may have been one lost in Afghanistan previously.  Within days  however the CIA was saying
– through the usual ‘unnamed sources’ – that it was one of their drones that had crashed
inside Iran.

The drone concerned is a RQ-170 Sentinel.  It was dubbed the ‘Beast of Kandahar’ when the
then  unknown  drone  was  first  spotted  by  the  press  in  2007  and  2009.  It’s  existence  was
officially  confirmed –  and  its  name officially  revealed  –   in  late  2009.  However  little  detail
about the drone has been revealed.  All that is known about the drone is that it is stealthy,
jet powered and unarmed.
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The Beast – tamed

On December 8, Iranian TV showed  video footage of the drone and claimed that they had
electronically hijacked it and brought it down.  This seems improbable and its far more likely
the drone simply crash landed.  The fact that bottom of the drone was covered and it
appeared to have no landing gear also points towards a crash.  When contact with a drone is
lost, the drone is programmed to go into a holding pattern until contact is recovered. 
Perhaps the drone did this until it simply ran out of fuel. However the drone, which flies at a
high altitude, would have been much more damaged if it had crashed in this manner so
many questions remain. Some have questioned whether the drone displayed by Iran was in
fact a fake.

In a protest letter about the incursion of the drone on to it territory, Iran has called on the
United Nations to condemn the  “violation of international rules by the U.S. government.”

Meanwhile other drone ‘beasts’ continue to rampage.  There has been two days of violence
in Gaza following an Israeli drone strike.  According to the Irish Times “Gaza residents said a
42-year-old  civilian was killed in  an Israeli  air  strike on Hamas training facility.  Seven
members  of  the  man’s  family  were  wounded,  including  his  father,  wife  and  five  of  his
children.”

And no doubt, US and UK drone strikes in Afghanistan continue completely unreported. 
Time these drone ‘beasts’ were caged too.

The original source of this article is dronewarsuk.wordpress.com
Copyright © Global Research, dronewarsuk.wordpress.com, 2011

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

http://dronewarsuk.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/a-member-of-iran-s-revolutionary-guard-stands-alongside-the-u-s-rq-170-unmanned-spy-plane-drone-image-4-609119319.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-16098562
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-16098562
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/dec/08/authenticity-iran-captured-us-drone
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/dec/08/authenticity-iran-captured-us-drone
http://news.nationalpost.com/2011/12/09/u-s-drone-penetrated-250-km-into-islamic-republic-airspace-iran/
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/world/2011/1210/1224308870667.html
http://dronewarsuk.wordpress.com/2011/12/10/drone-beast-captured-in-iran-others-rampage-in-afghanistan-and-gaza/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://dronewarsuk.wordpress.com/2011/12/10/drone-beast-captured-in-iran-others-rampage-in-afghanistan-and-gaza/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin


| 3

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

