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America: Home of the Brave, Land of the… Jailed?
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The United States of America, a country that prides itself on being the “land of the free and
home of the brave”, stands this week as a monument to hypocrisy. In a bitter twist of irony,
it has been made clear that those who act with bravery can expect to pay for it with the loss
of their freedom.

Never  has  this  been  more  clearly  evidenced  than  by  the  recent  sentencing  of  army
whistleblower Bradley Manning. The biased and inhumane treatment of Manning, a man
willing to give up his personal freedom and security in the spirit of justice and humanity, has
been  legally  sanctioned  even  while  Washington  takes  further  steps  toward  global
militarization in countries like Syria and North Korea.

As Norman Solomon wrote in an open letter to President Obama:

“Bradley  Manning…  didn’t  just  follow  orders  or  turn  his  head  at  the  sight  of
unconscionable policies of the U.S. government. Finding himself in a situation where he
could shatter the numbed complacency that is the foundation of war, he cared — and
he took action as a whistleblower.”

Upon receiving his 35-year prison sentence and dishonourable discharge, Bradley Manning
issued the following in a statement to the U.S. President:

“The decisions that I made in 2010 were made out of a concern for my country
and the world that we live in. Since the tragic events of 9/11, our country has
been at war. We’ve been at war with an enemy that chooses not to meet us on
any traditional battlefield, and due to this fact we’ve had to alter our methods
of combating the risks posed to us and our way of life.”

The  bottom  line  is  clear:  in  a  country  that  glorifies  armed  conflict,  Manning’s  sentencing
comes as a warning to those who choose peace over war, truth over deception. In the words
of Stephen Lendman:

“America today represents heart of darkness harshness. It’s a hair’s breadth
from full-blown tyranny. Manning’s fate can be anyone’s.”

Global Research stands on the side of all those who choose to fight for the truth. We believe
in delivering news that is free of sponsored agendas. Our independence means we will not
be controlled  by  a  minority  elite  or  answer  to  corporate  interests.  In  the  face of  the
hegemonic rat race of mainstream media, Global Research stays committed to telling the
facts.
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For this reason we count exclusively on the donations and memberships of our readers, as
well as book sales, to keep us afloat financially. It is often a struggle to manage a shoestring
budget but there is no question that this is the course we must follow to maintain our
independence  and  continue  our  efforts  to  counter  corporate  media  lies  with  fact-based
journalism  and  analysis.

Therefore, we ask our readers to consider making a one-time donation to Global Research,
to start a monthly or annual membership (which include free book offers!) or to purchase a
book, PDF or DVD from our online store.

We need more truthful voices in an increasingly violent world, and therefore we need your
help. Please scroll down to find out how you can support us.

Donate online, by mail or by fax

Become a member of Global Research

Show your support by becoming a Global Research Member
(and also find out about our FREE BOOK offer!)

Browse our books, e-books and DVDs

Visit our newly updated Online Store to learn more about our publications. Click to browse
our titles:

Join us online

 “Like” our FACEBOOK page and recommend us to your friends!

 Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the latest videos on global issues.

A note to donors in the United States:
Tax Receipts for deductible charitable contributions by US residents

Tax Receipts for deductible charitable contributions by US residents can be provided for
donations to Global  Research in excess of  $400 through our fiscal  sponsorship program. If
you are a  US resident  and wish to  make a donation of  $400 or  more,  contact  us  at
crg.online@yahoo.com (please indicate “US Donation” in the subject line) and we will send
you the details. We are much indebted for your support.
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