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[Fort Russ News has confirmed the following from various trusted sources on the ground,
monitoring the events closely. These were compared to a number of breaking stories
coming from AMN, SANA, Fars, and the SAA’s official social-networking. We have also
provided background information covering the several days before, bringing readers up-to-
date from the end of the US-Russia ceasefire through the ongoing maneuvers leading up to
the major pre-dawn offensive that is still underway. We have pulled together about nine
different pieces of reportage and present them in a comprehensive manner, in chronological
order. We have also given some analysis.]

COMPLETE REPORT

September 24th - Aleppo, Syria - Pre-dawn around 4 am, the Syrian Arab Army and allied
forces launched the largest phase of an all out offensive in Aleppo, which was declared on
September 22nd. At the time of publication, this is an ongoing offensive in the form of a
three pronged attack. The map below shows us the starting points of the three pronged
attack - in boxes.
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Figure 1

Today’s major attack began from three directions indicated above. It is the culmination of
the last 48 hours of fighting in the aftermath of the failed ceasefire. It is reported that the
Syrian Arab Army had observed the movement of jihadist reserves in the encirclement, and
these positions were the result of tactical victories in the last two days. We will give some
background in the following section on how the pieces came to be positioned in this way.

This phase of the offensive was delayed by up to 20 hours for reasons explained in the
below section of this report ‘The Last 48 Hours'.

This is the best advantage for the SAA to have for a battle of this type, for they can attack
from many direction and the enemy is handicapped in this regard.

Between 45k to 70k Syrian soldiers and their allies are reportedly involved around Aleppo
and 20k to 25k terrorists are inside the city. We are unable at this time to narrow the
numbers down more precisely.These moves are all just the beginning of a series of
coordinated attacks which, we are cautious to say, may determine the outcome of this



conflict. Significant is that Lavrov has taken the future possibility of unilateral ceasefires off
the table. These were unilateral as it was revealed in public statements and some leaked
elements of the ceasefire agreement, because Al-Nusra, not a party to the ceasefire, was
included in the areas under protection of the ceasefire based on the US’s claim that they
were trying to ‘separate’ the moderates from Al-Nusra. Lay critics and citizen-activists not
familiar with what was important for Russia and Syria for the ceasefires, had pointed at that
the cessation of hostilities came at the same time in reports published, including our own,
that victory was in sight.

It is clear now that the Russians used the ceasefire talks and the documents produced as a
result, to prove to the international community, and for posterity, that the US could not
distinguish between, or separate out, ‘moderate rebels’ from the Al-Nusra terrorist group.

At the present time there seems to be little horizontal movement on the diplomatic front for
the US, which leads us to say with some degree of certitude that another diplomatic
maneuver is not going to stop this all out fight.

What we may find is the US directly assisting the terrorist units, which it admits are
inseparable or indistinguishable from the apparently fictional ‘moderate rebels’, dropping
supplies by air, which will raise the question of the extent to which Syria and Russia will
respond.

*

Focusing now back on the logistics of this offensive, we will first examine the southern
offensive.

At about 8am this morning, the pre-dawn attack resulted in some notable gains. The SAA
and allied forces launched an assault in strategically important sectors in southern Aleppo.
This was confirmed by the following announcement from AMN

The Syrian Arab Army (SAA), backed by Hezbollah and Liwaa Al-Quds (Palestinian
paramilitary), launched a new assault at the 1070 Al-Hamdaniyah Housing Project in
southern Aleppo on Saturday, striking the southern sector of this district that is controlled by
Jaysh Al-Fateh (Army of Conquest).Led by the Republican Guard and 4th Mechanized
Division, the Syrian Arab Army and their allies stormed the southern sector of the 1070
Housing Project and the nearby Hikmah Hill, resulting in a fierce battle that is still
ongoing.According to a military source in Aleppo city, the Syrian Armed Forces and their
allies are attempting to break-through Jaysh Al-Fateh'’s final line of defense at the 1070
Housing Project, while a large Hezbollah unit attacks the Qarassi axis.

With this had, in the coming days a spearhead attack will make use of a vanguard pushing
from a southerly direction. See this map below:


https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrian-army-hezbollah-storm-southern-aleppo-districts/

B Fie ” proposed maneuver for 9-26

This map above, Figure 2, corresponds to the lower-most box on the south of the map in
Figure 1, at the top

These moves will be possible based upon positions already held and reinforced from around
September 10th or 11th, and this mornings gains. Two groups, one to the south-east and
the other to the south-west of the Sheikh Saeed district, will push towards the center, joining
in that district, routing terrorist groups before they can manage to reform their line in the
aftermath of the aerial bombardment previously. This will likely be a combined assault by
the SAA, Liwaa Al-Quds, with Hezbollah, and will involve the celebrated Tiger Forces.



Now let us turn to the eastern offensive. We know that the 106th Brigade of the Republican
Guard, part of an elite mechanized division making up 25,000 fighting men, is on the
eastern part waiting to storm, and it is possible the forward movement of their offensive has
already begun at the time of publication.

The SAA began today’s eastern-most activity by stretching the reserves of jihadist in the
circle very thin with artillery barrages, using the tactic of attrition before the vanguard
storm. Again, we are expecting this attack of the Syrian Arab Army from eastern direction,
or, this has already begun.

The 102nd and 106th Brigade of Republican Guard are confirmed as involved in the attack
which may, at the time of publishing be underway.

*

Now looking at the northern offensive, we refer to the uppermost box at the north of the
map, where that group launched their assault in the area shown in Figure 1. In this northern-
most prong, the Handarat refugee camp was liberated by SAA forces backed by the
Palestinian brigade, Liwaa Al-Quds. The entrance was liberated sometime afternoon, with
conflicting reports. But after 4:00 pm today, total control was finally confirmed by
spokesmen from Liwaa Al-Quds. This was reported by SANA and AMN. This includes
strategically important hilltops, necessary for the assault to progress in a southerly
direction.

Video: Liberation of Handarat -


http://sana.sy/?p=433991
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/liwaa-al-quds-syrian-army-seize-large-parts-handarat-camp-northern-aleppo/

| Aleppo 24\9\2016 4
-\_}I-_':-. .‘1 k r !‘-‘J".‘

Poultry Firms} | |
it L | 3 -l - ——]
- - . -

. F o 2 1 BY @& Illrnn .«\Cl.
o ‘.___.,'. . F--_-_._ |
. _‘_.*.' g :; r' i ‘".

. Q_uarrg.'.r.ﬂ k

e N

Figure 3

Figure 3, however, represents the latter development of the northern offensive. In this, the
group that took the Hamdarat refugee camp, they then shifted their attention to the
“Shugqeif Industrial Area that is located right next to the Bureijj Quarries of northern Aleppo”,




according to AMN.The Syrian Armed Forces and their allies were able to assert fire control
over the Shuqeif Industrial Area after seizing the hilltops overlooking this part of northern
AleppoThe last 48 hours leading up to today’s phase of the Aleppo offensive:Following the
end of the ceasefire, Russian and Syrian air forces began to strike terrorist held areas. Kerry
protested this in a public media spectacle, manipulating the public misconception that there
was still a ceasefire in effect. The SAA unilaterally ended the ceasefire about half a day after
its positions were intentionally hit by US forces acting in conjunction with ISIS. Kerry’s
protests came the following day.

These air strikes were very effective, and created the possibility for the following tactical
victories.

From the Syrian Arab Army’s facebook, on the morning of September 22nd, a telling
message was given:

The regional military command in Aleppo announced the beginning of military
operations in the Eastern neighborhoods of Aleppo.

The regional military operations’ command call on the fellow civilian citizens to
keep away from the known buildings in which the terrorists use as hideouts
and command centers.

The regional military command in Aleppo: There will be no legal liability,
arresting or detention to any citizen who make it to an of the Syrian Arab
Army’ checkpoints around the Eastern Neighborhood. We took all measures to
welcome the civilians out of the Eastern Neighborhood, provide temporary
residence and provide life aid for a dignified living.

The offer also include all gunmen who were deceived into holding arms against
their Armed Forces, and want to surrender their arms to get back to their civil
life.

Translated from the website of the Ministry of Defense of the Syrian Arab
Republic a el au yoll &, 50l (09 gloall 8,154 Website.

Yesterday, September 23rd, as Al Masdar reported, “less than 24 hours after the
announcement of the Aleppo offensive aimed at capturing the rebel-held districts of east
Aleppo, government forces were able to secure the Ramousah-‘Amiriyah highway and its
intersection following consistent advances around Al-Badawi mosque in ‘Amiriyah.

Preceding this advance were 8 intense hours of violent clashes on the Ramousah Bakery
axis. This sensitive advance places the Syrian Army forces on the outskirts of Sukkari
district, the militants’ administrative hub in the embattled city.

Moreover, government troops now have fire control over the jihadist forces in the
aforementioned areas.

Notably, opposition forces suggested that Jabhat Fath Al-Sham (formerly Jabhat Al-Nusra) is
relocating many of its fighters from all jihadist-held Aleppo and massing them at Sukkari
where they have imposed a curfew.

Meanwhile, Syrian helicopters dropped thousands of leaflets atop east Aleppo
neighborhoods calling on militants to turn themselves in before it becomes too late.


https://www.facebook.com/mod.gov.sy/
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrian-army-advances-aleppo-launch-offensive/

The Syrian Army and its allies are expected to capture and fortify Sadkop at any time.
Securing this region will enable its use as a launchpad for operations on Sukkari and Sheikh
Sa’eed.

Whatever the future holds for east Aleppo, it incontestably doesn’t bode well for the jihadist
forces- especially following the harrowing defeat at the artillery base.”

Then on September 23rd, right after noon the Syrian Arab Army facebook reported:

SyAAF and RUAF are conducting airstrikes against enemy targets in the Eastern
neighborhoods of Aleppo. All the data about the targets were collected by
Syrian Military Intelligence operatives inside enemy controlled territories and
only high precision munition are being used to avoid/minimize unneeded
damage.These airstrikes come hours after the regional military command in
Aleppo announced the beginning of a military operation in the Eastern
Neighborhoods.We told you constantly on this page that the terrorists who took
the people of the Eastern neighborhoods as human shields and kept them
hostages while shelled the Western neighborhoods terrorizing and killing
civilians will be made an example of. The land operation haven't started yet
but its imminent; and their Sultan nor their masters will be able to save them
then.

Later the same day, they translated a very interesting quote directly from Bashar al-Assad:

Commander in Chief president Bashar al-Assad answering a question of when
Syria will be pacified to some degree that the Syrians who fled the war can

return: << If we look at it
according to the internal Syrian factors, | would say it's very soon, a few
months, and I'm sure about that, I'm not exaggerating, but when you talk
about it as part of a global conflict and a regional conflict, when you have
many external factors that you don’t control, it's going to drag on and no-one
in this world can tell you when but the countries, the governments, the officials
who support directly the terrorists. Only they know, because they know when
they’re going to stop supporting those terrorists, and this is where the situation
in Syria is going to be solved without any real obstacles. >>

This is a very big message directly from Assad, and lines up with most objective
assessments of the present state of the failing US backed effort in Syria.Towards the end of
the day on the 23rd, the SAA facebook gave an explanation as to why this phase of the
offensive was delayed, citing humanitarian concerns:

A little inside info from Eastern Aleppo. What happened last night was great at
all military levels; the armed forces did not launched a full scale operation yet


https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-EtfLHPKLVvk/V-aydR7J0kI/AAAAAAAAD_I/vdfTuxhQO5kMdv9K0dfR6D0GUvPGhYZDgCLcB/s1600/maxresdefault.jpg

despite that it was announced and here is the reason:

On Wednesday there was a meeting inside the Syrian regional command HQ in
Aleppo and Major General Zaid al-Saleh the regional commander in Aleppo
announced that the armed groups in the Eastern Neighborhoods will have until
the end of September to drop their weapons and the Syrian nationals among
them will have full amnesty.

Last night the Syrian regional command officially announced the beginning of
its operation in Eastern Aleppo but also announced that all citizens who make
it to an Syrian military checkpoint will not be legally liable, will not be detained
and will not be arrested; they will be transported safely to a temporary housing
where they will be provided medical care, and aid for a dignified living until
their neighborhood is liberated and they can go back. That offer was extended
to all Syrian nationals who were deceived into holding arms against their
armed forces.

But that does not mean there will not be a military operation or military
operations are ceased, we will keep the battle and tactical details undisclosed
for the time being but we simply, and with all information that we can share,
are explaining the situation in Aleppo and why things are going the way they
are.

For those who read between the lines this post is perhaps enough, and for
those who need more direct statements, you will get it when the battlefield
talk[s].

In other parts of Syria, presently the 104th Brigade is in Deir Zor, and the 103rd is in north
Latakia, with the 105th in East Ghouta.In Aleppo, we expect an attack from the east and are
waiting.

Practically, the main part of this conflict, barring increased foreign interference, is at an end
because about 25% of the best trained terrorist forces in Syria are in the Aleppo
encirclement, and this is one of the last good combat zones for difficult-to-take urban areas
in their fight.
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