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An al-Qaeda member, who helped plot the 9/11 attacks on the United States in 2001, has
said during court testimony that members of the Saudi royal family provided financial
support for the terrorist operation.

Zacarias Moussaoui is serving a life sentence in a maximum-security prison in the US state
of Colorado, after admitting in federal court that he conspired to kill US citizens as part of
the 9/11 attacks. Moussaoui, a citizen of France, was being paid by al-Qaeda to take flying
lessons in Minnesota when he was arrested on immigration charges less than a month
before 9/11. He said during his trial that he was supposed to be the fifth member of an al-
Qaeda hijacker team that aimed to fly a Boeing 747 into the White House.

On Wednesday it emerged that Moussaoui gave testimony last October in a US court, as
part of a lawsuit brought by family members of 9/11 victims and several insurance
companies against the government of Saudi Arabia. They claim that members of the Saudi
government helped fund al-Qaeda in the run-up to the 9/11 attacks through a variety of
means. Speaking under oath, Moussaoui said a number of “extremely famous” Saudi
government officials were systematically funding al-Qaeda’s operations in the years
immediately preceding the 9/11 attacks.

Among them, said Moussaoui, was Prince Turki bin Faisal Al Saud, the youngest son of the
late King Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. Prince Turki directed the Kingdom'’s intelligence
agency, the Al Mukhabarat Al-A’amah, from 1979 until 2001, when he briefly became
ambassador to Britain and then the United States, before retiring. Moussaoui told the court
that he also met another senior Saudi official who worked in the US embassy in Afghanistan
in the 1990s.

The purpose of the meeting, said Moussaoui, was to arrange a trip to Washington, DC,
where the two men would search for a suitable location from where a laser-guided Stinger
missile could be launched against Air Force One, the personal aircraft of the President of the
US. Moussaoui’s testimony emerged on Wednesday as a result of a legal push by the
government of Saudi Arabia to have the lawsuit thrown out of court. Spokesmen for the
Saudi government have blasted the lawsuit, claiming it is based on testimony by “deranged
criminals” like Moussaoui, who have “zero credibility”.
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