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Air Pollution, the Silent Killer’ that Claims Seven
Million Lives a Year: UNHRC
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At the Human Rights Council in Geneva, David Boyd, Special Rapporteur on human rights
and  the  environment,  insisted  that  air  pollution  is  a  “silent,  sometimes  invisible,  prolific
killer”  which  affected  women  and  girls  more  than  men.

This is despite the fact that the right to a healthy environment is legally recognised by 155
States, Dr. Boyd explained.

“Air  pollutants  are  everywhere,  largely  caused  by  burning  fossil  fuels  for
electricity, transportation and heating, as well as from industrial activities, poor
waste management and agricultural practices,” he said.

Air pollution is present both inside homes and outside and is responsible for the premature
death of  seven million people each year,  including 600,000 children,  according to  the
Special Rapporteur’s report.

“Every hour, 800 people are dying, many after years of suffering, from cancer,
respiratory illnesses or heart disease directly caused by breathing polluted air,”
he said, before highlighting that these deaths were preventable.

Cleaner cooking fuel switch cuts indoor pollution  

Some States, such as Indonesia have begun to address the problem of indoor air pollution
linked to cooking by helping millions of poor families switch to cleaner cooking technologies.

In 2018, we saw hope in growing action and global commitment to new ways of
doing business that tackle the environmental challenges we face. Read more in
@UNEnvironment's 2018 Annual Report. https://t.co/sZaNTon1pX

— Joyce Msuya (@JoyceMsuya) March 4, 2019

 

To read the complete UN release click here

 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/united-nations
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/03/1034031
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/environment
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/united-nations
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/home.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Environment/SREnvironment/Pages/DavidBoyd.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Environment/SREnvironment/Pages/DavidBoyd.aspx
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G19/002/54/PDF/G1900254.pdf?OpenElement
https://twitter.com/UNEnvironment?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/sZaNTon1pX
https://twitter.com/JoyceMsuya/status/1102484538230538240?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/03/1034031


| 2

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from UNICEF/Batbaatar

The original source of this article is UN News
Copyright © United Nations, UN News, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: United Nations

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/03/1034031
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/united-nations
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/03/1034031
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/united-nations
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

