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Forty minutes into the meeting between President Cyril Ramaphosa - along with six other
African presidents and government leaders - and Russian President Vladimir Putin, the live
feed broadcasting the talks was cut.

The African heads of state met with Putin on Saturday after meeting with Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelensky in a delegation participating in the Africa Peace Initiative for peace
talks.

The meeting, at the Marble Hall in Konstantinovsky Palace, St Petersburg, began with an
address by the presidents, with Putin cutting in before he was set to speak at the end of the
address.

Putin interjected after Ramaphosa had spoken, after which the live feed was cut.

News24 assistant editor for investigations Pieter du Toit noted that there were no
independent South African journalists with the president, and it was thus impossible to
accurately report the remarks by Ramaphosa and Putin of events as they unfolded.

Du Toit remarked:

We are mostly reliant on information from the Presidency, which is not an ideal
situation.

Du Toit was part of a contingent of journalists and security personnel left stranded at
Warsaw’s Chopin Airport for more than 26 hours, while the president was in Ukraine.

The delegation was not able to get to Russia with the president either.
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Along with Ramaphosa, the African peace delegation included Senegalese head of state
Macky Sall, Zambian President Hakainde Hichilema and Comorian President Azali
Assoumani, as well as leaders from Uganda, Egypt and Congo-Brazzaville.

It is not yet known what happened after the feed cut off, but before it did, Ramaphosa, who
was leading the delegation, outlined at least 10 points to help end the war.

These points were also delivered to Zelensky.

These included:

» That the African delegation listens to and understands both the Russian and
Ukrainian perspectives on the war;

» The war must be settled and ended with negotiations;

= A de-escalation of conflict on both sides;

= That Africa recognises the countries’ sovereignty and believes all parties should
work in terms of internationally recognised principles;

» There need to be security guarantees;

= Call for opening up of movement of grain shipments through the Black Sea and
into Africa;

= Grant humanitarian aid to all those suffering because of the conflict;

* Free all prisoners of war on both sides;

= Repatriate all children displaced by the war;

» There should be post-war reconstruction, and

= Further negotiations to end the war, with Africa contributing.

Ramaphosa said the war was negatively affecting countries in Africa and across the world
because the price of commodities had increased.

He specifically mentioned grain, fertiliser and fuel.

After his address, Putin cut into the presentations before the other heads of state could
address him.

He said he had some comments to make, including his claims that the crisis in Ukraine
began in 2014 because of a coup d'état.

He said the Ukrainian people did not accept this coup and that Russia had to support these
people.

Putin blamed the West for many of the issues in Ukraine, and said it was the West and not
Russia that caused the sharp increase in food costs.

Lecturing the officials, Putin added that Russia was happy to negotiate with Ukraine, but
that it was Ukraine that did not want to negotiate.

What Putin referred to as a “coup” was an uprising against the pro-Russian former president
of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych, after a rigged election. A democratic election followed this,
and a new Ukrainian president was elected.

According to a report by the European Union, Ukraine is a leading grain exporter, and the
war has resulted in food security concerns for millions of people worldwide.
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