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A  report  just  published  by  the  Environment,  Food  and  Rural  Affairs  (EFRA)  Committee  on
food security in Britain supports Environment Secretary Owen Paterson’s plan to push ahead
with growing genetically modified (GM) crops in England. However, it doesn’t mention which
crops would actually be grown [1].

The Committee says that  the Government should do more to inform the public  about
“potentially  beneficial  impacts”  of  GM  crops  under  development,  but,  according  to
Genewatch UK, the report fails to inform the public that the commercial GM crops that would
actually be grown commercially are tolerant to companies’ own-brand weedkillers, such as
Monsanto’s RoundUp Ready crops.

The “potentially  beneficial  impacts” of  GM crops just  don’t  stack up.  For instance,  non-GM
farming in Europe has outperformed GM farming in the USA [2] and poisonous pesticides,
destructive fertilisers and patented GE seeds can’t even match 1890 or even 1760 AD yields
in India [3].

Director of GeneWatch UK, Dr Helen Wallace, says:

“RoundUp Ready GM crops are the crops which could be grown in England
perhaps as early as next year. Blanket spraying of these crops with weedkiller
would lead to massive loss of habitat for birds and butterflies and a plague of
superweeds for farmers. The costs of segregating GM and non-GM would push
up food prices for everyone, and non-GM farmers would lose out financially if
their conventional or organic crops become contaminated”.

Monsanto’s or Syngenta’s RoundUp Ready GM maize (NK603 and GA21), which are blanket
sprayed with the weedkiller  glyphosate (brand name RoundUp),  are in the commercial
pipeline for EU cultivation approvals. Again, some of the “potentially beneficial impacts” of
RoundUp Ready GM crops include the growth of herbicide-tolerant superweeds and the loss
of habitat for birds and butterflies: leading, for example, to a crash in the population of the
Monarch butterfly in  the United States [4,5].  Aside from the environmental  dangers,  there
are very strong links between glyphosate and a very wide range of serious human ailments
and diseases [6].

In the UK, there are no national measures for co-existence of GM and non-GM crops and for
liability for the costs of contamination incidents, which can cost conventional and organic
farmers many millions of pounds in lost markets for their products [7]. Contamination seems
of little concern to the global biotech sector, though. It has already recklessly contaminated
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the environment with its poison [8] and, as far as GMOs are concerned, it is more a case of
the more contamination, the better [9].

The EU ‘opt  out’  proposal  adopted by EU ministers  in  June,  which will  now go to the
European Parliament, could speed up GM crop approvals in England by loosening Europe-
wide regulations that are currently in place. Countries opposed to growing would opt out by
imposing regional bans on the cultivation of specific crops. Scotland and Wales will opt out
from growing GM crops, but the Government wants England to press ahead. This ‘opt out’
proposal  is  regarded as constituting little  more than part  of  a  ‘Monsanto-friendly’  [10]
strategy, which is being facilitated by Minister Owen Paterson, who has worked closely with
the GMO industry on UK policy, including on a PR strategy which seeks to avoid discussion of
RoundUp  Ready  crops  and  the  multinational  companies  that  sell  them [11].  Paterson
appears little more than a misinformed puppet of the GMO sector [12] and seems content to
be a part of that sector’s multi-pronged political subterfuge to force GMO onto the British
public [13]. Such a pity that Paterson and others are content to climb into bed with a
company that has such a long history of duplicity and criminality [14].

One positive aspect of the Committee’s report is the recommendation that Government
reduces dependence on imported soybean for animal feed, warning that increased demand
for protein from emerging economies threatens current supply lines. Much of this imported
soya is GM. The Committee also recommends that the UK takes steps to become more self-
sufficient in fruit and vegetables, supermarkets shorten their supply chains to support more
local food; and better long-term weather prediction for farmers is developed.

In response to this, Helen Wallace states:

“It is a pity that these valuable recommendations on food security are likely to
be drowned out by this Committee’s misleading claims on GM crops. Reducing
dependency on imported GM soya, used to feed animals in Britain, would be a
big step forward in making our food supply more sustainable and secure.”

‘Food security’ and ‘sustainability’ are nice sounding terms. However, acquiescing to big US
biotech concerns does not guarantee either. It’s not meant to. Quite the opposite in fact
[15,16].
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