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March 2018 will go down in history as a truly historical month.

March 1st, Vladimir Putin makes his historical address to the Russian Federal Assembly.
March 4th, Sergei Skripal, a former UK spy, is allegedly poisoned in the UK.

March 8th, British officials accuse Russia of using nerve gas to attempt to murder Sergei
Skripal.

March 12th, Theresa May officially blames Russia for the poisoning and gives Russia a 24-
hour ultimatum to justify herself; the Russians ignore that ultimatum. The same day, the US
representative at the UNSC threatens to attack Syria even without a UNSC authorization.
March 13th, Chief of Russia’s General Staff Valery Gerasimov warned that “in case there is a
threat to the lives of our military, the Russian Armed Force will take retaliatory measures
both over the missiles and carriers that will use them”. The same day Chief of the Russian
Armed Forces’ General Staff, Deputy Defense Minister, General of the Army Valery
Gerasimov had a phone conversation with Marine Corps General Joseph Dunford, chairman
of the United States’ Joint Chiefs of Staff.

March 15th, the UK blocked Russia’s draft UN Security Council statement on Skripal
poisoning case asking for an“urgent and civilized investigation” into the Skripal case. The

US, UK, France, and Germany issue a statement backing the UK and blaming Russia. The UK
Defence Minister tells Russia to “shut up and go away”.

March 16th, Major General Igor Konashenkov calls the British Defense Minister an “uncouth
shrew” and “intellectual impotent”.

March 17th, Russian Generals warned that the US is preparing a chemical false flag attack in
Syria

March 18th, Putin overwhelmingly wins the Presidential election. The same day, General
Votel, Commander of CENTCOM declares in a testimony to the Armed Services

Committee that differences with Russia should be settled “through political and diplomatic
channels”. When asked whether it would be correct to say that “with Russia and Iran’s help,
Assad has won the Civil War in Syria?” General Votel replied “I do not think that is too —
that is too strong of a statement. | think they have provided him the wherewithal to — to be
ascendant at this point”.

March 19th, the EU’s Foreign Affairs Council issues a statement fully backing the UK.

March 21st The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs summons all ambassadors to a
briefing on the Skripal case. The language used by the Russian representative at this
briefing possibly is the bluntest used by any Russian (or even Soviet) official towards the
West since WWII. The French, Swedish and US representative at the meeting all stood up to
declare their “solidarity” with the UK.

March 22nd, The Chief of the Russian Armed Forces’ General Staff, Deputy Defense Minister,
General of the Army Valery Gerasimov had another phone conversation with Marine Corps
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General Joseph Dunford, chairman of the United States’ Joint Chiefs of Staff. The same day,
General Gerasimov also held another conversation by phonewith the Commander of US
European Command and NATO Supreme Allied Commander Europe Army General Curtis
Scaparrotti.

So what is really going on here? Surely nobody seriously believes that the Brits really think
that the Russians had any motive to try to kill Skripal or, for that matter, if they had a
motive, that they would do it in such a stupid manner? And what's the deal with Syria
anyway? Is the USA going to execute their false flag and bomb?

| think that at this point we should not get bogged down in the details of all this. There is a
forest behind these trees. What matters most now, is that the most powerful factions of the
AngloZionist Empire’s ruling elites are making a concerted effort to create a unified anti-
Russian coalition. In this regard it is quite telling that the US, France, and Germany issued a

statement on March 15" without even bothering to consult with their so-called “allies” in
NATO or the EU. You can immediately tell “who is boss” in those crisis situations when the
rest of the Euro-riffraff simply doesn’t matter (poor East Europeans with their delusions
about being appreciated or even respected by the West!). Furthermore, it is quite clear that
in this case, the “Anglo” component of the AngloZionist Empire is far more involved than the
Zionist one, at least insofar as the front of the stage is concerned (behind the scenes the
Neocons are seething at Trump for calling Putin to congratulate him and offer negotiations).
| think that a number of crucial developments forced the US and the UK into trying to strong-
arm the rest of the western nations to “circle the wagons” around the Empire:

1. The US humiliatingly failed in its attempts to frighten and force the DPRK into
submission

2. The AngloZionists have lost the civil war in Syria

The UK and the rest of the NATO are becoming militarily irrelevant

4. The Ukraine has crashed and is burning and a Ukronazi attack on the Donbass is
most likely

5. The political forces in Europe who opposed anti-Russian policies are on the
ascent

6. The Russians are winning many EU countries over by economic means including
North Stream whereas sanctions are hurting the EU much more than Russia

7. The anti-Putin campaign has miserably failed and Russia is fully united in her
stance against the Empire

w

What this all means is very simple: the Empire needs to either fold or double down and
folding is just not something the imperial elites are willing to consider yet. They are
therefore using the tools which they perceive as most effective:

1. False flags: this is really a time-honored western tradition used by pretty much
all the western powers. Since the general public is brainwashed and mostly can’t
even begin to imagine that “freedom loving liberal democracies” could use
methods usually ascribed to evil, bloodthirsty dictatorial regimes, false flags are
an ideal way to get the public opinion in the correct state of mind to approve of
aggressive, hostile and even violent policies against a perceived threat or
obstacle to hegemony.

2. Soft power: have you noticed how the Oscars or the Cannes festival always pick
exactly the kind of “artists” which the Empire happens to politically promote?
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Well, this is true not only for the Oscars or the Cannes festival but for almost all
of the cultural, social and political life in the West. This is especially true of so-
called “human rights” and “peace” organizations which are simply political pit-
bulls which can be sicked on any country in need of subversion and/or
intervention. Russia has never developed that kind of political toolkit.

3. Verbal escalation: this tactic is extremely crude yet very effective. You begin by
vociferously proclaiming some falsehood. The fact that you proclaimed it in such
vociferous and hyperbolic matter achieves two immediate results: it sends all
your friends and allies a clear message “you are either with us or against us”,
that leaves no room for nuance or analysis, and it gives otherwise rather
spineless politicians no way to back down, thus strengthening their “resolve”.

4. Herding: there is safety in numbers. So when dealing with a potentially
dangerous foe, like Russia, all the little guys flock together so as to appear
bigger or, at least, harder to single out. Also, when everybody is responsible,
nobody is. Thus herding is also politically expedient. Finally, it changed the inter-
relational dynamic from one of friends or allies to one typically found among
accomplices in a crime.

5. Direct threats: the Empire got away with making threats left and right for many
decades, and this is a habit which is hard to break. The likes of Nikki Haley or
Hillary Clinton probably sincerely believe that the USA is quasi-omnipotent or,
conversely, they might be terrified by the creeping suspicion that it might not.
Threats are also an easy, if ineffective, substitute for diplomacy and
negotiations, especially when your position is objectively wrong and the other
side is simply a lot smarter than you.

The big problem is that none of these methods work against Russia or, let me correct that,
don’t work anymore (they sure appeared to work in the past). The Russian public opinion is
fully aware of all these methods (courtesy of a Russian media NOT controlled by
AngloZionists) and Margarita Simonian beautifully summarized the feelings that all this
elicits in the Russian population:

“all your injustice and cruelty, inquisitorial hypocrisy and lies you forced us to
stop respecting you. You and your so-called “values.” We don’t want to live like
you live, anymore. For fifty years, secretly and openly, we wanted to live like
you, but not any longer. We have no more respect for you, and for those
among us that you support, and for all those people who support you (...). For
that, you only have yourself to blame (...) Our people are capable to forgive a
lot. But we don’t forgive arrogance, and no normal nation would. Your only
remaining Empire would be wise to learn the history of its allies, all of them are
former empires. To learn the ways they lost their empires. Only because of
their arrogance. White man’s burden, my ass!” (this last sentence in English in
the original text - trans.)

The stark truth is that far from wanting to invade, appease or otherwise please the West,
Russia has absolutely no need, or even interest, in it. None. For centuries Russian elites
have been western-focused to some degree or other and none of them could even begin to
imagine a West-less Russia. This is still true today, the Russian “elites” still want to live like
(very rich) Brits or Germans and they still hate the common Russian people and Vladimir
Putin. But those Russian elites have now been crushed by the magnitude of Putin’s victory in
the presidential elections. Normally, this should result in an even bigger exile of Russian
“businessmen” to the UK, France or Israel, but the problem now is that the British are
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making noises about punishing them for, well, being Russians (even Russophobic, pro-
western, “Russians”). As a result, these “poor” pro-western liberals can only whine on the
social media and in the few pro-western media outlets left in Russia (no, not due to
repression, but due to their political irrelevancy being backed, as they are, by something
between 2% and 5% of the population).

But setting aside the wealthy “elites” for a moment, Russia as a country and as a nation has
simply no use for the West and what it represents. Those who fantasize about Russia being
interested in “Europe”, “White identity” or “Western Christianity” are only kidding
themselves. They hope that the current cultural and spiritual revival in Russia will somehow
spill over to them and allow them to extricate themselves from the gutter in which they are
currently prostrated. It won't. Just read again what Simonian said about the western
“values” in the quote above. For most Russians “Europe” reeks of Napoleon, “White
identity” of Hitler and “Western Christianity” of the creation of the Ukraine and the “Eastern
Crusades”. No, Russia has no interest in revenge against any of that, she just has no respect
or interest for what these concepts stand for. (Poland - is possibly the last country where all
these things are taken seriously and fondly remembered). Still, the Russians are still willing
to negotiate to establish a viable coexistence between the Western and Russian
civilizational realms. Putin clearly said so in his speech

There is no need to create more threats to the world. Instead, let us sit down at
the negotiating table and devise together a new and relevant system of
international security and sustainable development for human civilization. We
have been saying this all along. All these proposals are still valid. Russia is
ready for this.

But if the AngloZionists are dead set on world domination by means of war, then Russia is
ready for that too. Not a war of aggression, of course, not even against the tiny Baltic
statelets, Putin made that clear too when he said “we are not threatening anyone, not going
to attack anyone or take away anything from anyone with the threat of weapons. We do not
need anything. Just the opposite” (emphasis added). But if attacked, Russia is now ready to
defend herself:

“And to those who in the past 15 years have tried to accelerate an arms race
and seek unilateral advantage against Russia, have introduced restrictions and
sanctions that are illegal from the standpoint of international law aiming to
restrain our nation’s development, including in the military area, | will say this:
everything you have tried to prevent through such a policy has already
happened. No one has managed to restrain Russia (...) Any use of nuclear
weapons against Russia or its allies, weapons of short, medium or any range at
all, will be considered as a nuclear attack on this country. Retaliation will be
immediate, with all the attendant consequences. There should be no doubt
about this whatsoever.”

Why is the nuclear issue so central? Because the Russians are fully aware of the fact
that the AngloZionists cannot win a conventional war with Russia. Thus it is crucial for the
Russians to convince the AngloZionists that they are neither militarily superior nor
invulnerable (see here for a full analysis of these two myths). But once some kind of modus
vivendi is achieved with the West, Russia will focus her efforts in different directions: much
needed internal reforms and development, the work with China on the establishment of a
single Eurasian zone of economic security, peace and prosperity, the restoration of peace in
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the Middle-East, the development of the Russian Far East and North - you name it. Russia
has plenty of work which needs to be done, none of which involves the West in any capacity.

And that is, of course, what is so totally unacceptable to the West.

Hence this month’s historical developments which have placed Russia and the West in a
direct collision course. As | said above, the Empire can now either fold or double down. If it
decides to fold, war will be averted and meaningful negotiations finally entered into. If it
doubles down, something the Neocons always do, then this means war with Russia. This is a
stark and very difficult choice (no, not for normal people, but for the psychopaths ruling the
West). And there isn’t much Russia could, or should, do at this point. As is the case every
time a serious crisis takes place, the apparently united elites running the West will now
break-up into separate factions and each one of these factions will pursue and promote its
own, narrow, interests. There will be an intense, mostly behind the scenes, struggle
between those who will want to double down or even trigger a war against Russia and those
who will be horrified by that notion (not necessarily for profound moral reasons, just out of
basic self-interest and a healthy instinct for self-preservation).

As to who will prevail, your guess is as good a mine. But the fact that today Trump replaced
McMaster with a warmongering psychopath like John Bolton is a clear sign that the Neocons
are in charge in the USA and that the Axis of Kindness is about to get a heck of a lot
“kinder”.

This article was written for the Unz Review.

The original source of this article is The Saker
Copyright © The Saker, The Saker, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: The Saker

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.unz.com/tsaker/a-truly-historical-month-for-the-future-of-our-planet/
https://thesaker.is/a-truly-historical-month-for-the-future-of-our-planet/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/the-saker
https://thesaker.is/a-truly-historical-month-for-the-future-of-our-planet/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/the-saker
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

