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A Smoking Gun: Online DEA Manuals Show How
Feds Use NSA Spy Data, Train Local Cops to
Construct False Chains of Evidence
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Whoever suggests the Snowden revelations mean nothing to the lives of ordinary black
people either isn’t paying close attention, or is working for the police and prison state. The
federal DEA, the Justice Department’s federal drug police, have passed tons illegal NSA
spying data to local police agencies and cynically coached them to lie about the sources of
their evidence. It’s not exaggeration or hype. You can view the manuals online for yourself.

One of the least remarked upon chunks of Edward Snowden’s voluminous revelations about
government spying on civilians has been the fact that the Drug Enforcement Administration,
the  federal  police  agency  created  to  fight  the  war  on  drugs,  has  funneled  illegal  NSA
surveillance  to  local  police  agencies  around  the  country.

New disclosures now allow us to see online the DEA training manuals with which Drug
Enforcement Administration agents are taught to coach local police departments across the
country how to lie about their chains of evidence and sources, how to willfully violate the
law and cover their tracks in thousands or tens of thousands of cases every year in order to
fill the cells of the US prison state with drug defendants.

This is not hype. This is not exaggeration. It’s the literal truth. You can read the DEA’s own
manuals online at Muckrock.Org spelled M U C K R O C K dot org. MuckRock.org is a project
funded by the Sunlight Foundation to assist journalists and citizens make and disseminate
the results of Freedom of Information Act requests from federal, state and local. Thanks to
one such recent request, you can now go to the MuckRock.Org site and view copies of the
DEA’s own training materials. These materials depict an amoral, out of control police regime
respecting  no  Constitution  and  no  laws.  DEA  agents  are  told  the  evidence  is
unconstitutionally obtained, and that this has to be concealed from prosecutors, judges and
above all from the public, some of which is still under the quaint notion that there are laws
even cops and prosecutors must obey. The manuals cynically spell out how DEA agents
should  coach  local  police  departments  to  use  what  they  know  is  illegally  obtained
information in order to construct false chains of evidence.

This is a literal smoking gun that depicts how the intelligence apparatus seamlessly blends
with federal and local cops to prosecute the 40 years failed war on drugs, the greedy front
end of the US prison state.  It’s not “conspiracy theory”.  It’s a fact.

There have been plenty of African American voices who have pooh-poohed the significance
of Edward Snowden and his revelations. TV talking heads Joi Ann Reid and Melissa Harris-
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Perry have called him a traitor and said he ought to be locked up. Congressional buffoons
like Rep. Jim Clyburn say he only did it to embarrass the black president, and others insist
that his whistleblowing has nothing to do with black life as we live it.

But chronic overpolicing only happens to black and brown people, and chiefly the poorest of
those.  Blacks  and  brown  people  are  the  majority  of  drug  defendants,  charged  with  stiffer
offenses and given longer sentences than white drug defendants. Illegal surveillance, turned
into  illegal  evidence,  backed  up  by  an  officially  condoned  web  of  lies  about  how  that
evidence was obtained, have long been a crucial element in the unfolding of the prison state
to enclose poor black and brown communities.

If Edward Snowden hadn’t told us the NSA was gathering this evidence, and the DEA was
using it, we’d never have known. So if Snowden is indeed a traitor he betrayed the cops not
us. If he’s a spy, he’s spying for the people, not for the prison state, which is a problem for
some of our black misleadership class.

Bruce A. Dixon is managing editor at Black Agenda Report, and a state committee member
of the Georgia Green Party. He lives and works in Marietta GA and can be reached via this
site’s contact page, or at bruce.dixon(at)blackagendareport.com.

The original source of this article is Black Agenda Report
Copyright © Bruce A. Dixon, Black Agenda Report, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Bruce A. Dixon

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.blackagendareport.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/bruce-a-dixon
http://www.blackagendareport.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/bruce-a-dixon
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

