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82 Contaminated Radioactive Waste Bags from
Fukushima Washed Away by Typhoon Floods
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Region: Asia

At  least  82  bags  filled  with  contaminated  material  from  the  crippled  Fukushima  nuclear
plant have been swept away by flood water as typhoon Etau hit Japan, officials said. TEPCO
said rainwater from the nuclear plant has been leaking into the Pacific.

Flooding caused by Tropical Typhoon Etau has swept at least 82 bags suspected to contain
radioactive grass and other contaminated materials that had been collected at the site of
the crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant (NPP). They had been stored in a nearby
town in the same prefecture, the Environment Ministry said on Friday, according to local
media. Though the Ministry went on to say that most of the bags had been recovered
undamaged, local media reported that only 30 of the bags had been found.

Officials  said  the  flooding  had  not  reached  the  nuclear  reactors  damaged  in  the  2011
disaster, when the NPP was hit by a tsunami that had been caused by an earthquake. The
nuclear disaster at Fukushima, which took place over four years ago, was dubbed the worst
since the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident.
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Earlier on Friday, Tokyo Electric Power CO. (TEPCO), the company in charge of the damaged
NPP, said that one of the holding tanks on the premises of the plant has been leaking
drainage rainwater into the ocean. Later in the day, TEPCO said the leakage had been
stopped. According to the company’s website, there have been several similar cases in
recent days.

“On September 9th and 11th, due to typhoon no.18 (Etau), heavy rain caused Fukushima
Daiichi K drainage rainwater to overflow to the sea,” TEPCO said, adding that the samples
taken on Wednesday “show safe, low levels” of radiation.

“From the sampling result of the 9th, TEPCO concluded that slightly tainted rainwater had
overflowed to the sea; however, the new sampling measurement results show no impact to
the ocean,” it continued.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga warned that the rainwater drenching the crippled
Fukushima  No.  1  nuclear  power  plant  could  flow  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  Japan  Times
reported on Friday. However, he told reporters that the radiation level of such rainwater
would be “sufficiently below” the legally permitted level.
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TEPCO said on Friday it will continue to monitor the ocean to “ensure the water quality” and
has taken “multiple precautionary measures” to protect the ocean water nearby.
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Tens of thousands of Japanese people were ordered to leave their homes across the country
as  typhoon  Etau  hit  Japan  this  week.  The  flooding  resulting  from  the  torrential  rains  has
been dubbed the worst in 50 years. As a result, three people have been killed, 27 injured
and 26 are still missing across Japan.

Meanwhile, Japan officially restarted the No. 1 reactor of the Sendai nuclear power plant for
the first  time in two years on Thursday.  The reactor  resumed commercial  operations after
receiving the approval of the Nuclear Regulation Authority (NRA). Kyushu Electric Power Co.,
the operator of the Sendai plant, plans to launch the plant’s No. 1 reactor in mid-October.

After the disaster at Fukushima on March 11, all nuclear reactors in Japan were shut down.
Due to electricity shortages, two reactors at Kansai Electric Power’s Oi plant in the Fukui
Prefecture were temporarily restarted. However, they were taken offline again in September
2013.
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